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By DEBBIE SCHIPP

Anti-logging protesters were
lying in wait in the Whian Whian
State Forest ready to fight any move
to begin logging operations, a
spokesman for the Whian Whian
Heritage and Environment Network
(WWHEN) said yesterday.

Meanwhile, logging contractors
yesterday refused to move logging
equipment into the Murwillumbah
Management Area and Whian
Whian following the announcement
of the blockade.

They would not move in equip-
ment until the NSW Government
could ‘guarantee their safety and the
right of their employees to work
unhindered by protesters’, Mr Russ

Ainley of the NSW Forest Products

Association said.

“Our experience has been that
police cannot effectively contrel for-
est confrontations,” Mr Ainley said.

“Viplence, disruption, harass-
ment and sabotage have been the
greens’ agenda in the forests and for-
est workers have had enough.

“It is not worth going bankrupt
while the Government supporis the
greens.

“Unless the Government can pre-
. yent continued disruption form
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“Protesters are
ready for
confrontation
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extremists, then timber industry
operations will not continue.” .
WWHEN spokesman Stephen
Duthy said the blockade followed the
pbreakdown of negotiations with
State Forests over logging at Whian
Whian. .

“They refused to protect endan-
_gered fauna in line with what is cur- -|'
rent best practice,” Mr Duthy said. ?

“We we will take whatever non-
violent action is necessary to pre- .

vent logging.
] have spoken with police to open.

lines of communication, we have

people in the forests and people,

preparing to move in and the block- |-

ade will begin at the first sign of any-
work.” o

Mr Duthy said
not purposely put anyone’s safety at
risk, but nor could it guarantee §a§ -

Mr Ainley said the logging operd”
tions had been approved, and all nec-
essary licences, with regulatory con-
ditions, obtained. .

Mr Duthy said WWHEN wanted
no logging to start until issues of
protecting fauna habitat had been
addressed, and a review of the"
National Parks and Wildlife Section
120 licences was completed. -
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peace

By
CHRIS LAMBEHRTH
CF 18IS talks held in Mur-

willumbah succeeded after -

six hours of intense negoti-
ations yesterday — bring-
ing peace to northern New
South Wales forests.

The peace talks, called on
Wednesday - during
protracted negotiations, will
end the 10-day continuous
occupation of Wollumbin
and Mebbin State Forests
west of Murwillumbah.

Minister for Land and
Water Conservation Kim
Yeadon announced at
5.30pm yesterday that a
compromise had been
reached with conservation-
ists.

Under the agreement Mr
Yeadon said loggers would
now be able to return to
work on Monday; ending
the forest stand-off.

Declaring the NSW Gov-
ernment had held firm on
its position of resource se-
curity Mr Yeadon said he
would look at a range of
management . issues in the

Murwillumbah Management .

-Area. .
“We have' determined
some threshold is-

' lumbin SF over the next

sues .~ . and further qis-
cussions will be on- going

. from there,” he said.

“But the Government has

just simply looked at man- -

agement issues in Murwil-
lumbah and there's been no
question of a roll-back in
the resource that will be
available .and that we re-
quire up until the end of
June 1996."” -

In the meantlme the d

Gieen representatives will
put the proposition to forest
protesters “that the deal is
acceptable and they will
withdraw,” he said.

“Now we have to wait
and see how that's re-
ceived.”

The negotiations involved
separate talks with six dif-
ferent groups representing
the local community, indus-
try and loggers, the Con-
struction Forestry Mining
and Energy Union, the
North East Forest Alliance,
Police and Forestry.

Under the negotiated set-
tlement State Forests will
undertake pre-logging flora
and fauna surveys in com-
partments 18 and 19 of Wol-

three days so logging can

® Lookmg for a olutlon - NSW Minister Kim Yeadon

and Federal MP Neville Newell at yesterday's meeting.
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OGetnng down to talks - NSW Minister Kim Yeadon

and Federal MP Neville Newell begin discussions with
conservationists and loggers.

recommence on Monday.

"The agreement would in-
troduce, on a trial basis,
pre-logging flora and fauna
surveys throughout the

“Murwillumbah Management

Area within a period of
about three months.

1A Murwillumbah adviso-
ry committee would also be
set up to review harvest
plans and that its first job
will be to review the pro-
posed harvesting plan for
Whian Whian State Forest.

The Government also
agreed to apply the pre-
scriptions for flora as out-
lined in the Deferred Forest

- Agreement document in

consultation with NEFA
and the current fauna, pre-
scriptions adopted by State
Forests would also be ad-
hered to.

" NEFA spokesperson Dai-
lan Pugh said conservation-

ists had given an undertak-

ing to try and facilitate the
re-commencement of log-
ging on Monday.

“We are assured it will be
a balanced committee and
not dominated by any inter-

.off Mr O'Brien said “that’ll

est group,” he said follow-
ing yesterday’s protracted

-negotiations.

_ “It's a negotiated outcome

- - a significant compromise

on our behalf but we have
seen some significant gains
as well

“Getting pre-logging flora
and fauna surveys up and
running is a major outcome

- for us - that’'s one thing we

have been after for a long
time.”

Community spokesperson
and Mt Burrel grazier Jim

‘Q'Brien said he would just

wait and see what panned
out on Monday.

“We're not presuming:
anything. If it pans out that
these gentlemen go back to
work, yes, I'd welcome any-
thing that would enable
them to work,” Mr O'Brien
said. .

And with an undertaking
to stay away from the scene
of the intense forest stand-

give the people occupying -
the forest the opportunity
to get out as speedily as
they like”.
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Sawlog quotas for the Urbenvﬂle
State Forests management area will

be reduced by 30 per cent’ between statements ~include- logging,~ fire
i management grazing road: ‘con
Tu struclio ; kee

- statement - :
released yesterday by State Fomts e Urbenvﬂle distrlt‘;t fo
Sharpe said the" ex.istingguota uff

July next year and June 1997.
The move is a result of an envl

ronmental -impact
of NSW. o T

weL A
soclal and economic deévelopment™:

% Forest activities 1ooked at in th

ing .exercises 1n the forests

with the exclusion of the proposet

numbar National Park.  » ...
~@ Allow gravel extraction fron

The management area covers - 34,600 cubic- metres- of ; quallty quan‘ies less than two hectam ir
the headwaters of the Richmond ° sawlogs from’ Urbenville would be area - . i

and Clarence rivers, and stretches’ : maintained unttl July -but harvest:.

from Kyogle to the Queensland bor-
der. ¢

The EIS and accompanying:
fauna impact statement took more

than three years to complete and'* “@: The’ craaﬂ"

looks at forest management in the -
area for the next 10 years and its

impact on flora and fauna, water,

quality, erosion and the reglons

.—"".'fmts.

*tThe EIS/FIS Will be on publi

ing would occur only i.n regmwth dlsplay .at lbraries and Stats

Other .key pmposals of the
EIS/FIS include:
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- - Forests offices until March 1 wher

Public submissions wiil close. .
;'.--‘fThe public display period give

eight extra “people another chance to -hawv:
e v »‘-’“input into the EIS process and havc

@ Introduction of the gnp and - «their say on any issues to do with

clusterharth:lng
[ ] Mamtenance of cnrrent graz-
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method. .+ ",..eproposed forest activities,” Mr
\S‘hgrpe said. RN
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Yeadon brokers forest peace

Crisis talks held in Murwillum-
bah succeeded after six hours of

intense negotiations yesterday in -

ending the 10-day occupation of

Wollumbin 2nd Mebbin state

forests.

Mr Kim Yeadon Minister for.
Land and Water Conservation,
announced a compromise had been
reached with conservationists. Log-
gers will return to work on Monday.

“The Government has simply
looked at management issues in
Murwillumbah and there’s been no
question of a roll-back .in the
resource that will be available and

e “H TR T
that we requn‘e up until the end of
June.1996," he said.. .. =~ _

. In_the- mea.ntime ‘conservation-

ists’ -leaders :would tell the

.protesters to withdraw, he said.

- The. négotiations. involved the

" local communltg industry and log-

gers, the Construction ' Forestry
Mining and Energy Union, the
North East Forest: Allianoe, pohce
and Forestry. - {7

Before logging’ begins State

Forests will survey flora and fauna -
in compartments-18 and 19 at Wol-

lumbin over-the next three days so
logging can resume on Monday.

'I‘he agreement will introduce
on a trial basis, pre-logging flor:
and fauna surveys in the manage

. ment area within three months.

-A’Murwillumbah advisory com

* mittee will also be set up fo review

harvest plans, beginning with

' Whian Whian.

.NEFA spokesperson Dailar

~Pugh said: “It is a negotiated out

come. A significant compromise or.
our behalf, but we have seen som
significant gains as well. Gettin;
pre:logging flora and fauna survey:
up and running is a major outcom«
for us.”
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Silence follows forest chaos

Incensed loggers
conduct ‘ugly
terror campaign’

h
CHRIS LAMBERTH

FOLLOWING a chaotic chain of evenis the
Minister fur Land and Water Conservation Kim
Ycadon bought another 24 hours of relative
peace to an unusually silent forest west of Mur.
willumbah yesterday.

For the third day in succession the sound of
chainsaws and logging machinery had been si-
lenced by the continued occupation of Wollum-
. bin State Forest by conservationists.

And, for the third day, also loggers and sup-
porters gathered outside the forest demanding
police clear the protesters and allow them to

return to work.

Scenes were tense in both camps as Casino
District Marketing Manager Col Stapley Jock-
eyed between the groups with ministerial up-
dates under the protection of police.

After two hours of negotlations Involving the
Minister’s office, State Forests, police, loggers
and conservationists a declsion was reached,
which was to end - for the day - the possibility
of confrontation.

Conservationists cheered the decision by Mr
Yeadon to call a top level meeting of inferest
groups in Murwillumbab this morning - a deal
the North East Forest Alliance (NEFA) negoti- :
ated by phone, in the absence of loggers, wilh
the Minister's senior adviser Penny Wong.

But 15 minutes later the group of 70 loggers
camped alongside Tyalgum Road at the north-
ern access point to the Wollumbin forest were
stunned by the neows.

Belicving an earlier press release by lhe‘ Min-
ister calling on conservationists to nllo»y timber
workers to continue had ended the issue in

Minir Farcmiie thin ceaiin e dmmamend hee thon o, P
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@ Conservationist Sleve Duthy making a point at yesterday's forest

blockade. Pioto: Billy Mills.
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8y CHRIS LAMBERTH
THE battle over forest logging through-

out the Murwillumbah Management .

Area looked more like a Mexican
stand-off in the banana capital of the
State's north yesterday.

In a cocktail of comment matching
the Tweed's diversity, antagonists {from
both sides of the debate hurled abuse
across the divide.

While Minister for Land and Water
- Conservation, Kim Yeadon, again

urged conservationists not to abandon
the process, the Greens’ MLC Ian Co-
hen urged protesters to greater feats of
endurance in their stand against the
loggers.

The Construction, Forestry, Mining
and Energy Union (CFMEU) threatened
to cail on the NSW Police Force to end
this week’s renewed blockade of Meb-
bin State Forest, reiterating that
greens had picked on the wrong union.

And the North East Forest Alliance
(NEFA) advised loggers and their sup-
porters “not to put their heads in a
noose”.

Green protesters plodded into Meb-
bin State Forest in dribs and drabs on
Monday with numbers reaching almaost
50 yesterday and the NEFA is expect-
ing well over 100 by the end of today.

NEFA spokesperson, John Corkiil,
said yesterday numbers were building
_up for today’s peak while a permanent

' base camp had been set up at the Meb-

. ] Construcﬂon.

. Mining and
' En
U)

am
policy officer
- 4 Mark Greenhill,
bin Forest pn:m: area with the facili-
ties to cope with. the influx

“We're here for the duration,” Mr
Corkill declared just a day after Ian
Cohen, while launching the Save the
Wet Sub-Tropics campaign, urged pro-
testers to “safeguard these crucial for-
ests of the Mt Warning Caldera”.

“We're asking for as many people as
possible to come to Mebbin - we'd like
to see hundreds.” Mr Corkill said.

“We're not expecting trouble but we
will be prepared for it. We'll have
people with cameras and videos so if
the loggers have got half a brain they
would be well advised not to put their
heads in a noose.”

Meanwhile CFMEU’s forestry arm
policy officer, Mark Greenhill, labelled
the occupation of the Mebbin forest as
unacceptable, unlawful and undemo-
cratic.

27T Ve /12 /T PS”

own in
Mebbm looms

Union .

Claiming protesters were “holding
workers to ransom”, Mr Greenhill said
;:xne union was “not going to tolerate
it .

“Our response is that we will go inte
the forests and confront this issue with
the Greens directly,” he said.

“More importantly we intend to take
our story to the media and highlight

' the pl.ight of Innocent people whose

elihoods, whose homes and whose

“We also intend to call upon the
NSW police to do their job and ensure
that these people and their lawful right
to work is safeguarded.

“It's unacceptable, we believe uniaw-
ful, we believe it's undemocratic and
we are not going to tolerate it. I don’t
know exactly what form confronting
the Greens in the forest will take, ex-
cept to say we will avoid violence at
all costs.”

Mr Yeadon said yesterday that 1.5
million hectares of State forests stand
to be protected pending assessment fol-
lowing “unparalleled advances in for-
est conservation in NSW”.

_‘Following the community discus-
sion process virtually all of Nullum

State Forest, more than hali of Whian

Whian and more than half of Mebbin
State Forest are proposed for protec-
tion pending assessment. =
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Scientists
slam policy
on forests

Fatna
living in
‘ghettos’

BUSTI nlcaring wak
foreing unimals  into
“penclic  ghettas”. In
which they could nol
dmvelop  property, u
lending hialopist satd
yesierday,

Cenirs  far Congers
vatlon Binlogy director
Craig Moritz said In-
creasing  development
was leaviag only “smalil
paiches” of bushiand
fur unimals L ilve In.

LEADING Aust-
rallan scientisls con-
dgemned the Federal
Government's  forest
nolicy In e rare publie
outiburst yesterday.

Ataconfereace tn 8yd-
ney, they accused the
Sovernment of appeas-
ing the timber induastry,
desmie the sclence com-
munity’'s  usual  relue
tence to crtcise for tear
o7 1unding cuts.

‘They alsp atranked the

. nationai park systemm in

NSW as being “otaly
inadequate”.

Two menlbers o1 Lhe
Naticnai Blpdiversity
Counclt warned tha
Canberra's  delermina-
tion 1o avaid confron-
Lation with the lngring
industry would resuli in
the logs 4f Mare notive
speeies. destruction of
old growith forests and

‘"‘P.}ﬂ

.

Prot. Hatry Recher

raha’s lorest reserve £ys-
icm would be dnomed if
the process of assessing
forests for proteetlon —
itue o be fInaised on
Friday — is nov changed.

They sadd Australians
shouid ke worried about
u: guteome ot the Fed-
eral Government's Nat-
ional  Forest  Policy
Statement,

nology in Sydney yester-
day,

The c¢onferehce called
Horizons of  Sceience.
which attmcted some ol
tke world's leading scien-

¥ {isls. was convencd (o
i debate current issucs un
; biodiverszily.

“Thereserve svsiem in
Ausiralia is not very

geod,

“In NSW, there {5 very
little old growih forest
fert. They shouldnii be
allowed to touch it,

“The systemn 18 flawed
and the current agsess-
ment is niot the way o

He suid the Deferred
Forest Assessments sys-
tem, which womid ident-
ify high cohservatlon
arcas to be prowecred
from logging while more
delatind  cxaminations
ok place, was being
sbused,

The “patches™ pre-
vented interaction be.
tween  animnals  that

was vital in their evel-
ution. Mr Moriwz sgld
at a Biodiversity Fo.
rum In 3ydhey.
“Imaglne if vou were
no longer ahle lo travel
between suburhs and
could naly chnose
mates from yout sisali
loeal community,” Mr
Maoriiz said. -
“Your local cominun-
ity would become in-
bred and. when lost.
would not be restorcd.”
“This s happening to
8 Ssubstantial  pro-
portion of Ausiraia’s

witdiife beeause  of
fragmentalon and
deyradsLiopn of thelr
habitat.”

Mr Moritz also said
reducing animals (o
the “"gheitps” would
make them less able in
deai with changes (o
thelr onvironment.

an appalling iegacy of
forest protection.
Professor Harry Re
cher, from the Univer.
sity of New England, and
Professor Huah Possi-
nghatn, from  Adelaidc
Iniversity, said  Aust

“All it i3, 15 a political
exerelse Lo avold o con-
fromation
chivping.” said Professer
Recher, who addressed o
sejentific conferenve at
University  of

Professor

over woud-

Tech:  as a result.

claimed there was nobio-
diversilty criteria being
used for the assessnients
and more animals ana
plants faced extinction

Saeveral animais, in
cluding green turtiss
and ghost Bass. are en-
dangered Recduse of
degradaticn  of their
hreeding ennron-
ments.

Recher

Unknown animals face extinction

MILLIONS uf undlscovered
species are under (iireat of ex
tinction in Australia siinply be-
cause we do not know they exist, a
NEew report Says.

Professor Harry Recher. rom
ihe University of New England.
said; “When no! constraincd by
mare conservative colleagues. !
nave argued that Australla has 10
million species.’” he said.

Prof Recher seifd this made
rstiinates of 539 million spectes for
the entire planct pale nie insic-
nificaure,

Eclentists have put Lthe number
of plant and al:imal specics m
Australia as tow ns 230.006.

By TREVOR SEYMOUR

Bui. #avs Prof Recher's report
- The Horizon: Of Svienee Fo-
rutn organlied by \he centre for
Srienvt Gommunications at the
University of Techndlogy — vust
numnhers of anknown animofs
tive Iy Austrlis

“Baged on the number of spe-
cies we have found nn Just four
spoties of encaiyptus aL only two
sites, even o milllon speciss 1s
prubabiy 100 cohservative an esti-
mate.” Prof Recher gaid.

“Wien considering that there
arc aboul 7GC diiferent species of

eucalypiud-found in Australia, it
is ensy L0 sec how the nwnber of
invertebrate species mav  he
much greater Lhan even we -
agmne.”

With more than 28000 uLher
Lypes of plants In Australia, esti-
mates of up Lo J¢ mittion apecies
of animals are possible.

“By themselves. Australla’s
eucalipt foresis nre second unly
(6 the world's tropical rainforests
in the numhber 01 specics they
suppcrt,” Prol Recher sand.

He said thousands of these
animals could already have be
come extinct because of the wide-
seale clearing of land.
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By GARY CORBETT

CONSERVATIONISTS frustrated at what they
describe as the mismanagement of the Tweed's
State Forests, have blockaded the Mebbin,
Wollumbin and Nullum State Forests.

The hlockades have effectively halted all
timber felling work in the three forests and
threaten to spark a major confrontation
between the conservationists, private {ree
felling contractors and the State Forest Service.

The Mebbin State Forest was the centre of
the protest action yesterday, with
conservationists establishing a base camp close
to an area where contractors Gary Long and
John Morton were felling trees for railway
sleepers and posts.

Following the non-violent blockade of the
forest on Tuesday the timberworkers walked
off the job, however they are due back on site
today to resume work.

With the conservationists vowing to halt all
work, a stand-off is expected.

According to protest leaders Suc Hipginson
and Georgia Beger the protesters were
prepared to do whatever was necessary to
prevent work resuming.

Ms Higginson said the protesters intended to
stay in the forest as long as was necessary to
get an assurance from Land and Water
Conservation Minister, Kim Yeadon, that he
would improve forestry practices in the arca.

“I'he reason we are here Is to basically pull
State Forests Into line,” she said.

“To do that, we are prepared to stay here
until we get a concrete demonstration from Mr
Yeadon that he intends to adopt sensible and
improved forestry practices.”

While not prepared to predict the outcome of
the impasse, State Forests Casino District
marketing forester, Col Stapley. said the

Mo comeetl e Daaleilows s 16/ fag 4.7
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Tweed forest blockade stops
work, confrontation tipped

@ NSW State

Forest service supervisor Col McClymont with conservationists at their

base camp in the Mebbin State Forest.

logging contractors had done nothing wrong to
spark the protest.

He said the contractors had been working in
the area for more than two ycars and had the
full backing of the Forest Service.

“We helicve they have a legitimate right to
be there and would like them to continue to be
there,” he said.

“We certainly regard any interferences as
obstruction. It is a pers_on's right to carry on

his livelikood. They should return and
conlinue working.”

Mr Stapley said he hoped nepgotiations could
end the blockade, howcver il the togging
contractors were physically stopped from
working, “appropriate steps would be taken”.

“Obviously the prolcsters are sincere,
however the minister (Mr Yeadon) has been
briefed on the situation and he has said that

logging will continue.”
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By CHRIS LAMBERTH

A TENSE stand-off developed in
Mebhin State Forest yesterday
when 15 protesters clashed
head-on with a determined
group of local forest industry
suRporiers.

uring a hour of sometimes
angry and abusive exchanges
necither group gave ground in
what turned out to be a show of
force by about 80 residents and
supporters from Brays Creek
and Tyalgum.

Outnumbered about five to
one, the small contingent of
North East Forest Alliance
(NEFA) protesters stood their
ground demanding an end to
illegal forestry practices within
the Murwillumbah Management
'f_\.rca.

@ Norih East Forest Alliance protest leader Sue Higginson oflers

Amid accusations of “lies,
unacceptable. standards and
incompetence”, the main group
of intustry supporters broke
from the fast-deteriorating
situation to reform for
discussions 50 metres away.

But blanketed in cloud and a
soft drizzling rain, tensions
mounted again when small
groups formed throughout the
Mebbin picnic area to exchange
threats and innuendo.

In the end nothing was
achieved according to NEFA
spokesperson John Corkhill,

“It's hack ih the hands of the
politicians again - our meeting
in the forest didn’'t solve
anything.”

The call went out late on
the local

Wednesday for

community, many of whom gain
their livelihood from the
forests, to "get off their butts
and get out and get wet”.

According to Gary Long, a
Tyalgum sleeper cutter locked
out of the forest by the
blockade, the community's
answer was loud and clear.

“NEFA say they have the
backing of the majority of the
community but [ dispute that -
there's a lot in the community
around here who don't agree,”
Mr Long said.

Conservationists blockaded
the Mcbhin and Wollumhbin
State Forests on Tuesday
following the shut down of
native forest operations in
Nullum State Forest last week.

Al timber felling throughout
the Murwillumbah Management
Area was effectively halted
following the devastation of a
population of a rare rainforest
tree.

Two Mebbin SF timber
workers voluntarily withdrew
but were due back on the job
yesterday morning threatening
to spark a major confrontation
while protesters vowed to
continue their battle.

A representative from the
Construction, Forestry, Mining
and Engineering Unio
(CFMEU) was flown in fi

Blockade stand-off

@ In the Mebbin State Forest, shingle maker Stan Ceglinski makes a
point with a conservationist in a tense stand-off yesierday.

CFMEU Policy Office in Sydney,
representing Mr Long as the
lone union member affected by
the blockade, declared “this
man is working lawfully and
the community from the area is
standing together saying let this
man work"”,

“Your action is endangering
the process . . . damaging the
accord and this man should be
left to work,” Mr Greenhill said.

“This is about the
Murwillumbah Management
Area which is legally open to
logging - let's see how long it

infarmation to Mt Burrel landholder and member of the Tweed Total

Catchment Management Committee Jim O'Brien, while Tyalgum

sleeper cutter Gary Long and Construction, Forestry, Mining and
Engineering Union organiser Mark Greenhill look on.

Sydney to address the gatherj{nm\ tays closed for. We're here to
along with North Coa rotect our members. We are

organiser Don Frater of ot going to let you shut down
Lismore. ) this area - work will continue
Mark Greenhill from the here.”

But NEFA protest leader Sue
Higginson was equaily
determined calling for sound
management practices to be
adhered to throughout the
management area.

Ms Higginson said protesizars
intended staying in the forest as
long as was necessary to get an
assurance from Land and Water
Conservation Minister Kim
Yezadon that he would imprave
forestry practices.

Later Gary Long, a sleeper
cutter for 34 years, said he
would not be returning to the
forest while the blockade
continued.

In an emotional appeal, Mr
Long called for the community

T ———

- -

not to react with violence .

e Falall
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NEFA ‘betrayed’

North coast environmental groups feel
petrayed about the Federal Government's da:;:ﬁlﬂg
;?:i:l:)‘i' d‘;:gt)dt(:hii%ﬁ?& e;:rport licences in two stages
o No ast Fo i )
spopll(lc;sman John Corkill. rest Alliance (NEFA)
{ Corkill said Prime Minister Paul Keating *
be kidding’ if .he. expected people to believe gﬁlrthmuéslt'
expPrt woodch;ppmg was in the national interest.

The PM stﬂ} hasn't realised that the public-interest
argument of Scientists and the environment movement
ought to be given greater weight than the views of vest-
ed interests stch as unions and woodchippers,” he said.

Mr Corkill said the Federal Government would lose
pubhc suppnrt, especially among younger voters, by
implementing ‘profit before planet’ policies. '

_ NEFA_ also believed that recent Federal woodchip-
g;ggkde;l:_lsmns v;outld force NSW Premier Bob Carr to
is pre-election promi i
expTo}r;ts by e e 2000.p ise of ending woodchip
e Federal forests policy released 1 i
appeared to _be little different from the d::ii?éﬂg
released earlier last month. according to NSW Forests

A spokesman for NSW Forests northern region sai&

that 636 forestry compartments would be available for

harvesting over the next six months, with the same con-

straints as usual.

Fewer than 3000 compartments had bee
: : n deferred
until next June, pending environmental assessment, he

said. US\]&( %{t#qk’- Pfl 5/
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protesters
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C¥IRIS CAMBERTH

THE NSW Minister for Land and
Water Conservation Kim Yeadon
sent a clear message to protesters
yesterday to stay out of the forests
and allow legal logging operations
to continue.

Mr Yeadon was referring to the
blockade of state forests last week
which halted all logging operations
throughout the Murwillumbah
Management Area.

“We stand by that process al-
ready underway and will stand by
that process,” a spokesperson for
the minister affirmed yesterday.

“When those DFA (Deferred For-
est Area) agreements are in place
we will take a really strong stance
to ensure they are adhered to.”

North East Forests Alliance (NE-
FA) “green police” blockaded Wol-
lumbin and Mebbin State Forests
last Tuesday in protest over “unac-
ceptable standards of forestry man-
agement” throughout the Murwil-
jumbah Management Area.

But by late last Friday NEFA
changed course and called on Fed-
eral Member for Richmond Neville
Newell to step in to protect endan-
gered species known to inhabit
Mebbin State Forest south-west of
Murwillumbah,

NEFA spokesperson Sue Higgin-
son claimed Wollumbin and Meb-
bin State Forests formed a vital
corridor between the World Heri-
tage listed Border Ranges and Mt
Warning National Parks.

Ms Higginson said the parks
were a haven of international sig-
nificance for numerous species
which were now endangered by

-clearing and logging.

“The area contains eight nation-
ally listed endangered species of
flora and three species of fauna
which are in danger of becoming
extinct,” she said.

“This includes the most endan-
gered bird in NSW, the Coxen’s
Fig parrot.”

A spokesperson said the minis-
ter would continue to monitor the
situation closely while the DFAs
were expected to be announced in
the next few weeks.

“We would urge people to be
constructive about this process
and we certainly won't endorse ex-
treme actions.

“There are discussions going on
between the States and the Com-
monwealth - the various submis-
sions put by the conservation
groups and industry groups are be-
ing assessed at the moment,” the
spokesperson said.

Mr Yeadon last weck launched
investigations into alleged
breaches to proper logging prac-
tces in Nullum State Forest.

“Immediately those allegations
were made we moved to launch an
investigation,” the spokesperson
said.

“While that investigation is un-
derway we believe that people (by
blockading forests) are pre-empting
the outcome. .

“We certainly think the investi-
gation (involving the National
Parks and Wildlife Service and
NEFA in site inspections) should
be allowed to run its course.

“We would not condone further
disruption of the work lawfully un-
dertaken by timber workers.”
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Labor MPs ;.

By PETER ELLEM
. Federal Labor MPs Harry Woods
{Page) and Neville Newell (Richmond)
no longer can take green preferences
for granted, according to The Greens
NSW returning officer for Page, John
Corkill. :

Mr Corkill, a’leading NSW envi-
ronmentalist, said the MPs’ ‘weak as
water’ performances on Deferred
Forest Areas had left mémbers of The
Greens angry, frustrated and with a
sense of betrayal.

“(National candidate for Page) lan
Causley is obviously bad news for the
environment. but Labor cannot lay
claim to any moral high ground, par-
ticularly during its current term of
office,” he said.

“The Commonwealth has failed
miserably to make the NSW
Government protect endangered
species’ habitats and 32 of the most
rare forest types. )

“Harry Woods and Neville Newell
largely owe their 1990 and 1993 elec-
toral victories to the green vote.
However. none of the major parties
‘should assume that green preferences
are ‘a given'... we are considering all
our options.”

The CGreens NSW — made up of
The Summerland Greens and the

Clarence Valley Greens in Page —
have opened ' their ~pre-selection
process. They plan to run a strong
campaign alongside the Tweed-Byron
Greens, which already has pre-select-
ed Annette Coyle as The Greens’ can-
didate for Richmond.. - )

* Mr Corkill said The Greens NSW
also was ‘clearing the decks’ for the
next Federal election by calling on the
Australian Electoral Commission to
deregister Al Oshlack’s Richmond-
Clarence Greens.

The Greens NSW, The
Summerland Greens, the Tweed-
Byron Greens and the Australian
Greens have written to the AEC, alleg-
ing that the Richmond-Clarence
Greens does not have the required 500
individual members, is constitution-
ally flawed and has little or no elec-
toral support.

Mr Oshlack said the Richmond-
Clarence Greens would hold a Press
conference in Lismore today and was
polling its members on whether it
should voluntarily deregister as an
independent Federal political party.

@ Do you have a comment on this
issue? Ring the Star Feed Back line on”
24 3266 and let us know what yol
think.

[ —
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Stay away

MP tells

protesters

CHRlS CAMBERTH

THE NSW Minister for Land and
Water Conservation Kim Yeadon
sent a clear message to protesters
yesterday to stay out of the forests
and allow legal logging operations
to continue.

Mr Yeadon was referring to the
blockade of state forests last week
which halted all logging operations
throughout the Murwillumbah
Management Area.

“We stand by that process al-
ready underway and will stand by
that process,” a spokesperson for
the minister affirmed yesterday.

“When those DFA (Deferred For-
est Area) agreements are in place
we will take a really strong stance
to ensure they are adhered to.”

North East Forests Alliance (NE-
FA) “green police” blockaded Wol-
lumbin and Mebbin State Forests

last Tuesday in protest over “unac-

ceptable standards of forestry man-
agement” throughout the Murwil-
lumbah Management Area.

But by late last Friday NEFA
changed course and called on Fed-
eral Member for Richmond Neville
Newell to step in to protect endan-
gered species known to inhabit
Mebbin State Forest south-west of
Murwillumbah, o

NEFA spokesperson Sue Higgin-
son claimed Wollumbin and Meb-
bin State Forests formed a vital
corridor between the Worid Heri-
tage listed Border Ranges and Mt
Wamning National Parks.

Ms Higginson said the parks
were a haven of international sig-
nificance for numerous Sspecies
which were now endangered by

clearing and logging.

“The area contains eight nation-
ally listed endangered species of
flora and three species.of fauna
which are in danger of becoming
extinet,” she said.

“This inciudes the most endan-
gered bird in NSW, the Coxen’s
Fig parrot.”

A spokesperson said the minis-
ter would continue to monitor the
situation closely while the DFAs
were expected to be announced in
the next few weeks.

“We would urge people to be
constructive about this process
and we certainly won't endorse ex-
treme actions.

“There are discussions going on
between the States and the Com-
monwealth - the various submis-
sions put by the conservation
groups and industry groups are be-
ing assessed at the moment,” the
spokesperson said.

Mr Yeadon last weck launched
investigations into alleged
breaches to proper logging prac-
tices in Nullum State Forest.

“Immediately those allegations
were made we moved to launch an
investigation,” the spokesperson
said.

“While-that investigation is un-
derway we believe that people (by
blockading forests) are pre-empting
the outcome. ]

“We certainly think the investi-
gation (involving the National
Parks and Wildlife Service and
NEFA in site inspections) should
be allowed to run its course.

“We would not condone further
disruption of the work lawfully un-
dertaken by timber workers.”
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NEFA members on ‘orange alert

= oty

Threats of ‘war’ in disputed forests :

throughout the Murwillumbah man-
agement area could land the
Construction, Forestry, Mining and
Energy Union (CFMEU) in trouble,
according to a North East Forest
Alliance (NEFA) spokesman

NEFA's John Corikill said yesterday™
the threat by secretary of the CFMEU,

Gavin Hillier, in Sydney last week

could result in disciplinary action or-

assault charges against the union.
And as’ the psychological war

gained momentum on. the eve of :the .

State~-Government's decision ‘on

-Deferred . Forest Assessmént, three::
Dorrigo meg were found .guilty of

affray after forest protesters were beat-
en in the streets.
Magistrate Jeff Lynden warned the

three men in Bellingen Local Court '

yesterday that further assaults or
intimidation would . .see them back
before the dourt. . . .-

Mr Hillier was reported as saymg
the union. ‘would take any’ action by
conservationists personally and use
force to remove promters at any fur-
ther (forest) blockades',: ..

“They will know what the tnench&c
are all about when-we are finished
with them,” MrHﬂnermportedly said

The statement repeated earlier
threats by CFMEU (forestry arm) poli-
cy officer Mark Greenhill during a
confrontation with protesters in
Mebbin State Forest a week earlier.

ing ‘war’ against the conser-
vationists, Mr Greenhill said they had
picked on the wrong union.

Mr Corkill warned yesterday lawful
action to remove protesters could be
undertaken only by the police.

NEFA moved to ‘orange alert’ after
rain cleared from the Tweed late last
Wednesday, asking its people to stand

by for further actions, mcludi.ng a .

» repewed forest camp. .

NEFA said protest actxons tlu-uugh
out the Murwillumbah management
area would continue and called on sup-
porters not to succumb or be intimi-
dated by union threats.

At the height of forest blockades
two weeks ago, ugly scenes developed
in Mebbin State Forest when 80 forest
industry supporters confronted a
small troupe of NEFA protesters. 3

Meanwhile, NEFA has condemned
NSW Minister for Land and Water

. Conservation Kim Yeadon and his

Deferred Forest Assessment process,

" claiming it had no scientific credibili-

ty and lacked published methodology. -
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Union’s ‘threats

X X X
NEFA

come: under fire

By CHRIS LAMBERTH :

'

THREATS of “war” in disputed forests

throughout the Murwillumbah Management
Area could land the Construction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy Union (CFMEU) in trou-

ble, according to a North East Forest Alli-

ance (NEFA) spokesperson.

NEFA's John Corkill said yesterday the
threat by secretary of the CFMEU, Gavin
Hilller in Sydney last week could result in
disciplinary action or assault charges
against the union. .

And as the psychological war gained mo-
mentum on the eve of the State Govern-
ment’s decision on Deferred Forest Assess-
ment, three Dorrigo men were found guilty
of affray after forest protesters were beaten
in the streets. .

Magistrate Jeff Lynden warned the three
men in Bellingen Local Court yesterday that
further assauits or intimidation would see
them back before the court. :

Mr Hillier was reported saying the union
swould take any action by conservationists
personally and use force to remove protest-
ers at any further (forest) blockades”.

“They will know what the trenches are all

about when we are finished with them,” Mr~

Hillier reportedly said. -

The statement repeated earlier threats by
CFMEU (forestry arm) policy officer Mark
Greenhill during a confrontation with pro-
testers in Mebbin State Forest a week earli-

er. .

Declaring “war” against the conservation-
jsts Mr Greenhill said they had picked on
the wrong union.

Mr Corkill warned yesterday lawful action
to remove protesters could only be undertak-
en by the police. .

NEFA moved to “orange alert” after rain
cleared from the Tweed late last Wednesday
asking its people to stand-by for further ac-
tions including a renewed forest camp.

NEFA said protest actions throughout the
Murwillumbah Management Area would
continue and calied on supporters not to
succumb or be intimidated by Union threats.s

i

At the- height of forest blockades two -

weeks ago ugly scenes developed in Mebbin
SF when 80 forest industry supporters con-
fronted a small troupe of NEFA protesters.

@ Logging groups issus warning to
Federal Government,'Page §° , . -
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Showdown looms at world’s largest ironbark

A SHOWDOWN between con-
servatlonists and the timber
Industry 1s looming in the
Mebbin State Forest in norih-
ern New South Wales,

More than 100 protesters

gathered at a camp west of

Murwillumbah yesterday with.

In cooee of the world's largest
known fronbark tree.

The timber workers' union
says it will use force to remove
protesters from blockades.

Constructton, Forestry, Min.
Ing and Energy Unlon officlals
have threatened to go Into the

forests and confront the pro-
IS, =~ e
Conservationists trom the
North East Forest Alllance
moved Into the camp on Sun-
day to stop logging In the urea.
Logging contractor Gary
Long sald he had agreed to stop

logging this week. But he sald

~-his-options for next—week 17~
cluded to begin felllng trees
again at the risk of action by
the protesters or move his
equipment out at a cost “which
:m one’s golng to relmburse me
or”,




Foresters

By CHRIS LAMBERTH -

POLICE have officially warned union
members intent on ejecting protesters
from Mebbin State Forest next week that
their actions could lead to arrest and
charges being laid.

* A senior police officer issued-an offi-
cial warning to unionists yesterday that
any action to move conservationists from
the forest could lead to arrest on charges
of assault.

Murwillumbah’s Senior Sergeant Peter
Hunt said police were monitoring the
Mebbin = iuztion but did not view i.e
current action by conservationists as ille-

al.

This follows the announcement late on
Wednesday that organisers from the
CFMEU intend to bus timber industry
workers and supporters from throughout
northern New South Wales into Mebbin
State Forest next Monday for a decisive
showdown with conservationists.

Forestry boss Gavin Hillier said Meb-
bin SF was a “go” area for loggers as far
as the State Government was concerned
“and we will be there next Monday
morning to take the appropriate action”.

Mr Hillier said he intended having
talks with the NSW Police Association
today “to make sure they understand
what we are doing”.

“We'll be going down to ask them (the
protesters) to leave on Monday and if

Actions

‘could lead {

to arrest’

they don’'t leave we'll be having enough
people there to carry them out,” he
warned.

But Sergeant Hunt said yesterday the
action by Mebbin protesters was not a
blockade. -

“Yehicles can pass through the forest
unhindered and the loggers are work-
ing,” he said. .

“What they are doing is not illegal. |
was up there this morning (Thursday)
and it was quiet and peaceful.”

if the situation did deteriorate Ser-
geant Hunt said police were ready to re-
spond but at the moment it was just
“rhetoric”. _

However, that would change in the
event State Forests closed Mebbin ren-
dering any occupation of the forest ille-
gal - police could then act to clear the
protesters, he said. .

Meanwhile a group of local residents
from the Tyaigum, Brays Creek and Mt

Burrel areas with a stake In the
operations of the forests have already
briefed Murwillumbah police on the sort
of action they would be likely to take in
reiation to the forest blockade.

Tweed Catchment Management Com-
mittee member and Mt Burrel grazier
Jim O’Brien claimed yesterday the block-
ade was illegal and was not just affecting
the operations of timber workers.

“Farmers depend on the forest as a
source of fence posts, stockyard material,
pnles for houses, etc,” he said yesterday.

While disturbed by the news of the
union plans to bus loggers into the area
next week Mr O'Brien said the local
group would likely be calling on the
police to clear the forest as soon as pos-
sible.

The group was also likely to seek talks
with NEFA people sometime this week-
¢nd but with little hope of changing their

-

rned

vews.

“It's alright for big groups like ther

union grabbing all the Boral employees
to come in and do that sort of thing,” Mr
O’Brien said.

“But the nastiness is created locally
and the local people have to live with it.
_ “We will not be involved in any way
in physically handling any person - we
believe the cleaning out of the forests
would be done by police and we wouldn't
take any action in regard to that.

“That's different to what the union
does but we know that the unions are
fighting for credibility and membership
and ghey‘ve got to be seen to be an ug-
gressive force that will stand up for their
members.

“The unfortunate consequence of all
this is that the union can come in and
create a friction situation and walk away
and the locals are left with a simmering
problem.”

In other developments yesterday Mem-
ber for Murwillumbah Don Beck tabled a
petition in Parliament containing 650 sig-
natures bringing to the Government’s at-
tention that legitimate logging operations
in Nullum, Mebbin and Wollumbin for-
ests were being blockaded or threatened
by blockades.

Mr Beck asked for the forests to re-
main open because of concern loggers
were being held back from legally log-
ging the forests.
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Logging s

A show of support for small logging operators in the
Tweed caldera forests will be held on Sunday at Mebbin
State Forest.

' drive enth

' Deferred Forest A

According to logger John Hall, the gathering will
include representation from politicians, four-wheel-
usiasts and horseback riders,

The gathering will be held on the eve of an informal
summit between NEFA and the Construction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy Union to discuss the immediate
future of the Tweed caldera forests.

NEFA has said it wants all of the forests closed to
logging uniil detailed environmental assessment takes
place.

NSW Forests is
caldera’s forests

prepared.to close 80 per cent of the
under the Federal Government’s
greement announced one week ago.

Mr Hall, who supplies six local mills, including
those in Nimbin and Kyogle, has agreed not to cut any
more timber in the Wollumbin State Forest until the
dispute Is resolved,

“I can understand (NEFA's) position, but it makes it
hard on people like me. This is starting to hurt finan-
cially ... Forestry maintains there’s nowhere else for
me to go,” he said,

“Eighty per cent of these forests are {temporarily)
locked up. Surely we can come to some arrangement.”

Mr Hall said he had worked in the bush all his life
and planned to do so for the remainder of his days.

“My grandfather worked in the bush. We had 1000
acres of land on the slopes of Mt Warning,” he said,

“We cut hardwood on the ridges. but were never
allowed to touch the rainforest. We could only cut what

Netlen St

S ArEEme e am

upporters

to hold forest rally

we had grown ourselves, but nothing that grew up nat-
wrally "

Mr Hall said he had red cedar in his kitchen which
was milled from timber his family had grown.

“Ionly supply to small mills and spend 90 per cent of
my time thinning regrowth, [ would like to keep the
(forest) argument sensible,” he said.

NEFA seeks to have
union de-registered

NEFA's John Corkill has
responded to comments by
the Construction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy Union
by trying te get the union
de-registered.

The moves follows com-
ments made by NSW
CFMEU secretary Gavin
Hillier in the Sydney
media late last month, in
which he declared ‘all-out
War on conservationists' as
a result of continued
forests disputes,

Mr Corkill ledged his
application for de-registra.
tion this week with the
Industrial Relations Court.

MR CORKILL

NS Dec.9 199
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THE North East For-
est Alliance has
launched a bid for the
cancellation of the reg-

| istration of the Con-

struction, Forestry,
Mining and Erergy
Union' in the Austra-
lian Industrial Rela-
tions Court.

The alliance made a
formal application to the

union declared ‘all-out
war on conservationists’,

Alliance co-ordinator
John Corkill said the
move was the latest de-
velopment in the on-go-
ing dispute about forests

din the Murwillumbah|-

management grea.

“These overt threats
are designed to intimi-
date ordinary people
from supporting our
democratic - non-violent
defence of high conserva-
“tion value forests,” said
Mr Corkill.

Violence

He said the union had
not given anyone an as-
surance they would not
use violence.

“The union has made
a grave error in attempt-
ing to stand over mem-
bers of the community.

*These threats have
set back the union move-
ment’s environmental
credentials.

“The CFMEU ap-
pears intent on burying
the proud tradition of co-
operation between work-
ers and the community to
protect areas of out-
standing heritage value.”

He said it was now a
matter for the Industrial
Relations Court to rule
whether the union’s al-
leged threats of violence
were unlawful ‘industrial
action’ or illegal threats
made by union leaders.

Mr Corkill said he re-
gretted making the appli-
cation to the Industrial

| Court but he ‘could not

tolerate union
strong-arm tactics’ un-
dermining the public's
right to non-violent pro-
test action - through
threats of injury.

" “The forests of the
wet sub-tropics, includ-
ing Mebbin and Wellum-
bin state forests, are in-
ternationally significant
and are worth defend-
ing.”

to order |

court last week after the|
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blockade

By CHRIS LAMBERTH _ ‘
A SMALL group of Tweed timber workers furn-

ed the table in Wollumbin State Forest yester- -

day setting up their own blockades and isolat-
ing about 60 protesters. :

Timber workers set up a vehicle blockade

early yesterday morning on North Wollumbin -
Road a few kilometres south of the' Wollumbin
protest camp preventing reinforcements, food
.and water from reaching the group. - =~ -
- And at the northern end of North Wollumbin
Road just off Tyalgum Road, a gate*allowing ac-
cess to the forest through private property was
padlocked. - . - -
- While the forest blockade was removed by
midday alarm bells were ringing at NEFA
(North East. Forest Alliance) headquarters in
Keen Street, Lismore, .

NEFA coordinator John Corkill reported at
11 am “a group of angry loggers with. sticks”
had set up a vehicle blockade shouting “you’ve
-¢cost us our jobs”.

“At this stage we're not clear whether we
want to actually call for police or whether we
just sit it out,” Mr Corkill said. . .

But.an hour later Mr Corkill reported'the- g

blockade on the south side of their Wollumbin
camp “seemed to have been wound
back . . .people are now gaining access”.

At the same time about 40 timber workers -
previously stood down from operations in
Whian Whian, Nullum and Mebbin State For-
ests - and a handful of NEFA negotiators had
gathered at the Tyalgum Road gate for discus-
sions with State Forest personnel. . !

Tweed police, called to the scene to maintain
the peace, ordered all forest roads to remain
open to traffic while Casino District marketing
foreman Col Stapley, with regional sales man-
ager and media adviser, entered negotiations
with industry workers and protesters.

Late yesterday a State Forests spokesperson
said antagonists bad pulled back from the
brink of confrontaticn.

Rl . R P L e

® Timber workers set up a vehicle blockade |

yesterday preventing reinforcements, food |
and water from reaching the group. . |

S “We'll be wanting a response from the Gov-
ernment because a promise from Col Stapley is
worth nothing,” Mr Corkill said, o

“A number of the things we are asking for he
can’t promise so the mattér is well and truly
out of his hands ... that's where the minister
(Kim Yeadon) will have to get his act together.”

A spokesperson for the Minister for Land and
Water Conservation Kim Yeadon said late yes-
terggy the situation was being closely moni-
tored.

NEFA appeared satisfied its 11-point log of
claims, put to assistant district forester Ray
Bulley during negotiations at Monday’s block-
ade, was moved up the line to State headquar-
ters and the minister via the regional office.

“I really haven't got any solution I can- give
you over the phone,” the spokesperson said late
yesterday. “We're going back tomorrow for fur:
ther consultation.” Co .

“if we.can resolve this by some sort of quick |
consultation - we're not talking a nine months
period like at Whian Whian here - there may
be a solution, :

“We can’t afford to have industry stood down
for nine months or anything like that. Some-
thing has to be resolved quickly and maybe
there are some points, in this plan that can be
resolved quickly.” ]

In the meantime NEFA was directing the res-
olution plan through the Sydney office of The
Greens MPs Ian Cohen and Richard Jones for
mentien in State Parliament. K
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Forest confrontation cools

Blockade removed as peace pact is discussed

“If we can resolve this by
some sort of quick consultation

— we're not talking a nine

months perlod like at Whian

Tweed police, called to the

scene (0 majntain the peace,
ordered all forest roads to

“At 1lam a

NEFA co-ordinator John State Forest personnel.
group of angry loggers with

sticks had set up a vehicle block-

A small group of Tweed tim-

ber workers turned the tide in Corkill reported:

Woltumbin State Forest yester-
day, setting up thelr own hlock-
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Keae Cosrs,

WHEN will the State and Federal Gov-
emments realise the true cost of the envi-
ronmental movement. With 1.5 million ha.
of sustainably mannged forest, in NSW
alone, reserved in the latest round of-
assessments  the  greens’
Ep‘pcﬁus remain unsatisfied.

}

Editor .

Write to PO Box 423, Lismore, 2430 Fax 24 4321
Email

edtsar@nor.com.au

The $2 billion a year trade deficit in
forest products will only ever increase
while environmentalists' demands impose
job losses ond destroy_Australia’s forest
industries and rural communitics.

. Ignoring urban environmenta] degrada-
tion and acceptance of mining in the
forests is clear proof that the greens cam-
paign is polideally based and has litle to
do with .the wise conservation of our
forests. The shrill cries from greens com-
plain of the impact of forestry on koala
habitat, but cannet produce any credible
evidence of that impact Meanwhile 59
koaln deaths in the town of Port Macquar-
ic in a single year passes with barely o
mention. The fact is that koalas are thriv-
ing in the managed multiple-use forests.

While the media revels in the exagger-

ations -and untruths of the greenies, Aus-

wralia’s politicians remain deaf to the truth
of forest management. Forest workers and
their families demonstrate on o daily basis

their commitment to the long term sustain-

"ability of their activities, the conservation
of our native flora and fauno, the welfare
of the rural communities and their substan-
tial contribution to Australia’s national
debt. The rage and frustration of otherwise
normal country folk has built to an intoler-
oble level, .

,The. NSW timiber industry operates
under the greatest burden of regulatory
control of any industry in Australia or the
world. More forests of Australin are
reserved for no legitimate function than
anywhere else in the world. Yet the
extreme greenics still want more and bit-
terly complain about the few small forests
and plantations now dedicated for timber
production.-When will the politicians wake
up! When will the rest of Australia realise
that they too will become a target for the

greenics! .
RUSS AINLEY,
Coffs Harbour

'y Timber future

IN reference to Natalie Falla's letter of
AVH0/95 would respectfully suggest she
read from-the-dictionary the meaning of
the word ‘academic’ and-hope that she

- would mmive at the conclusion that there
~needs to be aeademics and proctical people
for a modern society to satisfactorily func-

voracious 1 Gom::icszseiised? Lot Lt

I working up to 70 hours o week in o

“office is not tempered with practical
expericnce, i.e. spending much time in the
company of foresters, tree fellers and snig-

gers, the end result will be a3 usunl, one

sided and of little value.-

Many timberworkers have worked 70
hours per week and more, not-by-choice,
but by having to baitle the elements of
nature to stand on their feet to support their
families and not be dependent on others.
At the same time supplying timber require-
ments of society.

It is very frustmting for these hard-
waorking sawmill workers to be thwarted
by a number of pcople, some of whom
have dubicus money eamning pursuits who
supposedly support the native flora and

fauna. My bet is that the ‘locked up'.

forests will be infiltrated with some pot so
native species for the use of a select few.

Many young people to-day equip them-
selves for professional skills, agriculural.
trade pursuits etc., by firstly involving
themselves with academic studies at Uni-
versities. Agricultural or Tafe colleges fol-
lowed by ‘hands on® learning expericnce.
Forest management, harvesting knowledge
and basic timber technology is not
soquired in a day or two and needs lots of
proctical experience. be you mean by the
term ‘destroying our heritage’ that trees
should never be cut down'? What a waste
of resources! '

We all agree that we need to keep as
much of our flora and fauna as possible.
expecially koalas and rare animals. The
only thing in question is how to go about
it. Whether the eucalypt forests arc logged
or not we will evenrually have bushfires.

The main and most sensible thing to do
would be to minimise the ferocity and
scope of these fires. Unless someone has a
brilliant idea of preventing fires altogether.

This then brings us to the point of 1o log
or not 10 log. By not logging you will have
a greater volume of fuel build-up with no
means of minimising the effects. If you
have fought bush fires or gruss fires, and
I'm sure a hell of a lot haven't, you know
what I mean. :

I say manage the forests on o sustain-
able basis, protect our fauna and floro and
cconomy 1o the best of our ability for as
long as passible, for who knows what the

* world population growth will bring. Face

up to the facts. .
i REG HARTLEY,
Bentley

&R NGRTHERIY STAR, C(EDNE SHAT; R MBI 897
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threat last week to bus timber workers into Meb-
bin State Forest to eject protesters.

Union backs down
‘on threat to eject
greenies by force

" THE Construction Forestr\; Mining and Energy
© Union {CFMEU) backed away yesterday from its

————

Moy G

LocAL NEws ~~ S

Northern union organiser Don Frater said yes-
o , terday it was more prudent to continue negotiat-
' ing behind the scenes with the New South

]

‘Forest confrontation cools

A small group of Tweed tim-
ber workers turned the tide in
Wollumbin State Forest yester-
day, setting up their own block-
ades and isolating about 60
protesters.

Timber workers set up a
vehicle blockade early yester-
day morning on North Wol-
lumbin Road, a few kilometres
south of the Wollumbin protest
camp, preventing reinforce-
ments, food and water reaching
the group.

"And at the nor‘thern end of
the road, just off Tyalgum Road,

a gate.allowing access to the for-

est through, private property
was padlocked., -

Whlle the: forest blockade’-‘

was removed by midday+alarm
bells were ringing at North East

Forest Alliance headqua;‘ters in -

Keen Street, Lismore. .

NEFA co-ordinator John
Corkill reported: “At llam a
group of angry loggers with
sticks had set up a vehicle block-
ade shouting ‘you’'ve cost us our
jobs’.

“At this stage we're not clear
whether we want to actually call
for police or whether we just sit
it out,” Mr Corkill said. .

But an hour later he reported
the blockade on the south side of
their Wollumbin camp seemed
{0 have been wound back
° YPeople are now gaining
access.”

At the same time about 40-.

timber -workers — prekusly

Whian Whian, ,Nullum and
Mebbin state forests — and-a-
handful of NEFA negotiators
had gathered at the Tyalgum

‘Road gate for discussions with

State Forest persennel.

Tweed police, called to the
scene t0 maintain the peace,
ordered all forest roads to
remain open to traffic while
Casino District marketing fore-
man Col Stapley entered negoti-
ations with industry workers

and protesters.
Late yesterday a State
Forests spokesperson said

antagonists had pulled back
from the brink of confrontation.
NEFA appeared satisfied its

11-point log of claims, put to-

assistant district forester Ray
_Bulley during negotiations at
» Monday’s blockade, was moved

- stood down from operations gn‘= >0p theiline to State headquar-

“fters and the Minister- via the
- regional office:

“We’re going back tomorrow
for further consultation;” the
spokesperson said, -

'Blockade removed as peace pact is discussed

“If we can resolve this by
some sort of quick consultation
— we're not talking a nine
months period like at Whian
Whian here — there may be a
solution.

“We can’t aﬁ‘ord to have
industry stood down for nine
months or anything like that.
Something has to be resolved
quickly and maybe there are
some points in this plan that
can be resolved quickly”

In the meantime, NEFA was
directing the resolution plan
through the Sydney office of
Greens MPs Ian -Cohen and
Richard Jones for mentlon Jn
State Parliament.

A spokesperson for the Mm-
ister for Land and Water Con-
servation, Kim Yeadon, said late

yesterday the situation 1was -
bemg closely monitored.

' Wales Government on timber |ndustry restruc-
turing than to confront greenies in the forest.

“Can you imagine what would have happened
if we had bused 500 people into the forest -
with 300 protesters there it would have been an
unstoppable riot,” Mr Frater said.

The CFMEU had been negotiating with the

qNSW Government since its election in March

this year on industry restructuring, according to
Mr Frater.

And with at least two timber mills throughout
the north expected to close before Christmas
and up to 10 more tipped to close within the
next 12 months Mr Frater said “the union ac-
cepts restructuring must go ahead”.

He said the recently announced $120 million
State and Federal Government package would
be .used toward retraining the workers and res-
tructuring the industry towards value adding.

At the same time Mr Frater said there were no
funds available for small forest operators like
Gary Long and John Hall “because we need
them for the bigger mills™.

Mills at Drake, Tenterfield, Glen Innes, Armi-

| dale, Kempsey, Thora and Dorrigo (and up to

four on the south coast) were tipped 1o close

leaving only a small number of independent and

larger mills operating throughout the region.
The Tweed has just one or two small mills

| still operating with all logs supplled from private
| property.
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GUNS FEAR IN

FOREST FEUD

by SCOTT
DOWNMAN

A DELEGATION of
NSW Government
officials is to fly to
Murwillumbah this
morning for crisis
talks belween
teuding greenies
and timber work-
ers, as the threat
of violence in the
Wollumbin State
Forest escalates.

Police  renluree-
ments Trom Muorwill
wnbal Pweed Heads
amd Kingselift were
calbd 1o the Torest yoes
terday afer reporns
some tunber warkers
und greenies were arm-
ing themselves.

About 150 timber
workers, their families
4 local business peaple
pined the protests, which
Ive seen the greenics
wolated in the forest alter
taiads 1o the protest site
were blochaded by log-
BLIs.

Ihe hedted dispule
lulluws three weeks of
green blockades with pro-
testers calling for pre-log-
ging surveys Lo be con-
ducied  belore any
lopging resumes i the
State Forests surround-
ing Murwillumbah.

The greenics say rarc
species of trees and ani-
mitls are threaened by
the logging.

State Forests spokes-
man Col Stapley told the
loggers yesterday, after a
meeting with green pro-
lesters, that to gin%
wunld be suspended unti
alter toduy's meeting

“We aren’t selling you
aut,” sand Mr Stapley.

“Hut logging will be
suspended uniit we have
had these negutiabuns
weth yuu, the Minnter
wind them (greches) *

I he decnion came de-
spite ¢n carhier stalement
by and Conservation
Mumister him Yeadon
grvang dugpers  the
pu dhead 1o continue
therr logging uperations

Mr Yeadun said won-
servativmisly in the Mur-
willumbih arca were -
nancially riining  (he
mber worhers tur hittie
£

“Denands to halt al)

"
. .

-

TALK TIME: Forestry otficer Colln Stapley addres

The green scheme

CONSERVATIONISTS protesting against log-
ging in the Mebbin State forest want the area
protected.

Their blockade is aimed at forcing the Federa) Goy-
ernment Into including all the Mebbin State Forest,

between Mt Warning and 1
Park, into s protected aren.

he Border Ranges National

They say the area contains rare and eadangered
species of trees and animals that would be threstened
by any future logging operations.

Iugginf in the entire
Murwillumbah Manage-
menl Atea are cxtreme
and nat censistent wiih
this government's bad-
anced policies,” he said,

“We have sct up a
proseys that will establish
the world's besi national
park and forest reserve
system and in which con-
servitionisks dre involved.

“The riak of viclence
N growing daily and it's
in no one’s interests for
this to conttnue.”

Mr Stapley told the
umber m:rEcrs he could
sl gudeantce the out-
come ol teday's mecting
but representatives from

L S T
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all sides would be jnvited
o air their grievances.

l.oggers crupted an-
Brily 10 the news, saying
they would drag the
grecmies oul themselves if
the negotiations failed.

“Yuou are forcing us 10
8o up there and throw
them out.,” one angry
timber worker shouted.

Mr Stapley said for-
estry ufficials had consid-
ered clusing the forest,
which wuufd force the
green protesters out buy
the decision would have
reeded W be ratificd by
the Manister
@ Conlinued on Page 2

g AT aan- =

£

Loggers and Tyalgum rasidants arrive at ye

wes timber workers at Wollumbin State Farest
@ Pictures: MICHARL BATTERNAN

-

|

starday’s forest talkg




Crisis talks in

® From Page 1

“We know for the protest.
ers this fight isn't so
much weighing on this
forest because if they win
this battle they'll” just
move on to the next for-
est,” he said.

“State Forests has said
small operators can stay
here and work as long as
it's viable, and we stand
by that.”

Green protesters said
they supported the timber
workers® protests but felt
threatened afier about 30
environmentalists were
trapped in the forest.

North East Forest Al-
liance spokesman Aidan
Ricketts said the group
had been harassed by
three ‘vigilante groups’
during Tuesday might.

“Environmentalists
have agreed to release all
felled timber and logs re-
maining on the ground in
disputed Compartment
18 of Wollumbin Siate
Forest in an attempt to
offer an olive branch 1o
local timber workcers dis-
advantaged by the cur-

-J988ing feud

rent dispute
Ricketts.

“While we understand
these people’s concern for
their  jobs, this upiy
campaign of terror is
appalling.

Yl cannot see what
they are even hoping 10
achieve by trapping peo-
ple inside a forest and
conducting no less than
three night-time raids on
the group, other than 10
maintain an ugly reign of
terror against their politi-
cal opponenis.™

Greens said 1empers
on both sides had fNared
during the past two days
with intervention from
the Minister and Premier
Bob Carr the onlv solu-
tion to the problem,

Scnior Sergeant Pyto-
Hunt, of Murwillumbah,
said police were concen-
trating an keeping the
peace.

“We're here to make
sure everyone keeps their
coo! and to remind both
groups action will be k-
en il vielence erupts.” he
said.
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Sawlog output from
Urbenville cut 30pc

Sawlog quotas for the Urbenviile
State Forests management area will
be reduced by 30 per cent between
July next year and June 1997.

The move is a result of an envi-
ronmental impact statement
released yesterday by State Forests
of NSW.

The management area covers
the headwaters of the Richmond

and Clarence rivers, and stretches ~

from Kyogle to the Queensiand bor-
der. .

The EIS and accompanying
fauna impact statement took more
than three years to complete and
looks at forest management in the
area for the next 10 vears and its
impact on flora and fauna, water
quality, erosion and the region’s

social and economic development.

Forest activities looked at in the
statements include logging, fire
management, grazing, road con-
struction, recreation and beekeep-
ing.
Urbenville district forester Paul
Sharpe said the existing quota of
34,600 cubic metres of quality
sawlogs from Urbenville would be
maintained until July, but harvest-
ing would occur only in regrowth
forests.

Other key proposals of the
EIS/FIS include:

® The creation of eight extra
flora reserves.

@ Introduction of the gap and
cluster harvesting method.

® Maintenance of current graz-

ing levels, with grazing to be
excluded from flora reserves and
regeneration areas. .

® Continue to allow military
training exercises in the forests,
with the exclusion of the propesed
Toonumbar National Park.

@ Allow gravel extraction from
quarries less than two hectares in
area. )

The EIS/FIS will be on public
display at libraries and State
Forests offices until March 1 when
public submissions will close.

“The public display pericd gives
people another chance. to have
input into the EIS process and have
their say on any issues to do with
proposed forest activities,” Mr
Sharpe said. '

Yeadon brokers forest peace

. Crisis talks held in Murwillum-
bah succeeded after six hours of
intense negotiations yesterday in
ending the "-lg-day occupation of
Wolilumbin and Mebbin state
forests. |

Mr Kim Yeadon, Minister for
Land and Water Conservation,
announced a compromise had been
reached with conservationists. Log-
gers will return to work on Monday,

“The Government has simply
looked at management issues in
Murwillumbah and there’s been no
question of a roll-back .in the
resource that will be available and

that we require up until the end of
June 1996, he said.

In the meantime conservation-
ists' leaders would tell the

.protesters to withdraw, he said.

The negotiations involved the
local community, industry and log-
gers, the Construction Forestry
Mining and Energy Unicn, the
North East Forest Alliance, police
and Forestry

Before logging begins State
Forests will survey flora and fauna
in compartments 18 and 19 at Wol-
lumbin over the next three days so
logging can resume on Monday:

The agreement will introduce,
on a trial basis, pre-logging flora
and fauna surveys in the manage-
ment area within three months.

A Murwillumbah advisory com-
mittee will also be set up to review
harvest plans, beginning with
Whian Whian.

NEFA spokesperson Dailan

Pugh said: “It is a negotiated out-

come. A significant compromise on
our behalf, but we have seen some
significant gains as well, Getting
pre:logging flora and fauna surveys
up and running is a major outcome
for us.”

— = —

)




Ly m.z;c;r, |

By
CHRIS LAMBERTH

CRISIS talks held in Mur-
willumbah succeeded after
six hours of intense negoti-
ations yesterday — bring-
ing peace to northern New
South Wales forests.

The peace talks, called on
Wednesday during
protracted negotiations, will
end the 10-day continuous
occupation of Wollumbin
and Mebbin State Forests

I west of Murwillumbah.

Minister for Land and
Water Conservation Kim
Yeadon announced at
5.30pm yesterday that a
compromise had been
reached with conservation-
ists.

Under the agréement Mr

~ Yeadon said loggers would

. now bhe able to return to
\work on Monday, ending
f the forest stand-off,
Declaring the NSW Gov-
| ernment had held firm on
its position of resource se-
curity Mr Yeadon said he
would look at a range of
| management. issues in the
i Murwillumbah Management
i Area,
' “We have determined
i some  threshold is-

1

. "
| > : 1.5
[ .

sues . . . and further dis-
cussions will be on-going
from there,” he said.

“But the Government has
just simply looked at man-
agement issues in Murwil-
lumbah and there's been no
question of a roll-back in
the resource that will be
available and that we re-
quire up until the end of
June 1996.”

In the meantime the
Green representatives will
put the proposition to forest
protesters “that the deal is
acceptable and they will
withdraw,” he said.

“Now we have to wait
and see how that's re-
ceived.”

The negotiations involved
separate talks with six qif-
ferent groups representing
the local community, indus-
try and loggers, the Con-
struction Forestry Mining
and Energy Union, the
North East Forest Alliance,
Police and Forestry.

Under the negotiated set-
tlement State Forests will
undertake pre-logging flora
and fauna surveys in com-
partments 18 and 19 of Wol-
lumbin SF over the next
three days so logging can

: .Lokng for a solution - NSW Minister Kim Yeadon
)L and Federal MP Neville Newell at yesterday’s meeting.
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® Getting down to talks

re-commence on Monday.

The agreement would in-
troduce, on a trial basis,
pre-logging flora and fauna
surveys throughout the
Murwillumbah Management
Area within a period of
about three months,

A Murwillumbah adviso-
ry committee would also he
set up to review harvest
plans and that its first job
will be to review the pro-
posed harvesting plan for
Whian Whian State Forest.

The Government also
agreed to apply the pre-
scriptions for flora as out-
lined in the Deferred Forest
Agreement document in
consultation with NEFA
and the current fauna. pre-
scriptions adopted by State
Forests would also be ad-
hered to.

" NEFA spokesperson Dai-
lan Pugh said conservation-
ists had given an undertak-
ing to try and facilitate the
re-comimencement of log-
ging on Monday.

“We are assured it will be
a balanced committee and

- NSW Minister Kim Yeadon
and Federal MP Neville Newell begin discussions with
‘ conservationists and loggers.

est group,” he said follow-
ing yesterday’s protracted
negotiations.

“It's a negotiated outcome
- a significant compromise
on our behalf but we have
seen some significant gains
as well.

“Getting pre-logging flora
and fauna surveys up and
running is a major outcome

- for us - that’s one thing we

not dominated by any inter-  they like”.

have been after for a long
time.” ‘

Coemmunity spokesperson
and Mt Burrel grazier Jim
O’Brien said he would just
wait and see what panned
out on Monday.

“We're not presuming
anything, If it pans out that
these gentlemen go back to
work, yes, I'd welcome any-
thing that would enabile
them to work,” Mr O’Brien
said.

And with an undertaking
to stay away from the scene
of the intense forest stand-
off Mr (’Brien said “that’ll
give the people occupying
the forest the opportunity
to get out as speedily as




AN application to deregister the t,imber union
has been lodged with the Industrial Relations
Court after alleged threats of violence against

T e — T ——— e — e,

environmentalists.

Secretary of the Con-
struction, Forestry, Min-
ing and Energy Union
Gavin Hillier was the tar-
get of the application
after comments about us-
ing force against pro-
testers.

In an interview with
The Daily Telegraph Mir-
ror on November 23 Mr
Hillier warned the unions
would take blockades
“personally” and use force
to remove protesters.

“They will know what
the trenches are all about
when we are finished with
them,” Mr Hillier said.

The move represents
increasing hostility be-
tween the two groups,
which are set to go to war
over the Federal Govern-
ment’s recent forest pro-
tection plan.

The application, under
section 294(1)c) of the
Federal Industrial Re-
lations Act 1988, has been
lodged by the North East
Forest Alliance whose
members believe they are
the intended targets-of
comments by Mr Hillier.

By Environment Reporter
SIMON BENSON

Legal advice to the
NEFA said the union had
“engaged in industrial
action that has had, is
having and is likely to
continue to have a sub-
stantial adverse affect on
the safety, health and
welfare of the community
or sections of the com-
munity”.

NEFA co-ordinator
John Corkhill said- the
“overt threats were de-
signed to intimidate “or-
dinary people from sup-
porting our democratic
non-violent defence of
high conservation value
forests'".

“The union has made a
grave error in attempting
to stand over members of
the community,” Mr
Corkhill said.

“These threats have set
back the union move-
ments’  environmental
Eredentials."

JAfter a meeting with

Theghrégkdown in i'e-tMl" Yeadon, the greens

latlonsT between environ-

nded blockades which

ment groups and the«'were in protest at the

union, which in March
had formed an historjc

Jdogging~ of Wollumbin
“Forest. - The minister

alliance aimed at: solvmg promised to¢ conduct flora
the forest issue, promphed -and: Iauna surveys of the
NSW Forests Minister) -area, considéred @ high
Kim~Yeadon to, visit the. conservat.ion .area, and
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ary Long summed up yester-
futile attempt to return to
in forests west of Murwil.
ah claiming "it's in the
5 of the police now”,

the centre of a dispute in
[

" the Mebbin forest over two weeks
ago, Mr Long was being relocated
yesterday by State Forests to the
adjoining Wollumbin State For-
est,

But a timber, log and human
blockade acrass a steel cattle-grid
at the entrance to the forest
b{oughl an abrupt halt to the
plan.
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. Stee resolve: After two hours of negotlations, a lone protest-
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Forests
expected
to call

in police

2% N9
By CHRIS LAMBERTH and PETER CATON at
Mebbin State Forast, Murwillumbah

Mebbin State Forest sleeper cutter Gary Long
summed up yesterday's futile attempt to return to work’
in forests west of Murwillumbah, saying it is in the
hands of the police now. .

At the centre of a dispute in the Mebbin forest two
weeks ago, Mr Long was being re-located yesterday by
State Forests to the adjoining Wollumbin State Forest.

But a timber, log and human blockade across a steel
cattte grid at the entrance to the forest brought an
abrupt halt to the plan.

After lengthy negotiations yesterday morning :

between loggers, State Forests personnel and
protesters, all hope of a peaceful solution (o the iogging
grisis were losL. ’

Late in the day it appeared certain State Forests
.would close Wollumbin and Mebbin — an action which
would signal to police they could legally clear the forest
occupation.

Abgut 200 protesters blockaded Noith Wollumbin
Road at the north-western edge of the forest at first
\ight yesterday, after setting up a second camp in the
vicinity late on Sunday afternoon.

Soon after daylight a convy of 15 loggers in four
wheel.drives and two timber jinkers snaked to the edge
of the forest behind an articulated log skidder,

Accompanied by three State Forest employees. heat-
ed exchanges took place over the blockade before North
East Forest Alliance (NEFA) representatives crossed
over for negotiations.

Conservationists were
at the news that threatened busloads of unionists con-
yerging on Mebbin State Forestto end the occupation
would not appear.

After two hours of negotiations. 2 lone protesier
padlocked to a steel cattle grid set hercelf free aficr
agreeing to a request for timber workers 10 pick up 16
tngs felled the previous week.

“The togs, bound for 3 Coffs Harbour mill, were then
Inaded on to the jinkers and trucked out of the forest Lo
a chorus of jeers.

The operation. negotiated by State Forests's supervi-
sor of operations in the Murwillumbah Management
Area Col McClymont. 100k three hours to complete.

too pte-occupied 1o feel relief '

-

An estimated 150 contractors and their fam-

P
logging
ilies met with about 100 members of the North East For-

est Alliance (NEFA) in Mebbin State Forest yesterday.
According to a NEFA spokeswomai, the 11am meet-
ing was an opportunity for the two groups 1o develop
common ground on the issue of logging in the forest.
She said the meeting began well, but discussions
later became heated. .
About midday a group of young people arrived with
a keg of beer, at which point police were calledin. -
Murwillumbah police said the meeting was disband-
ed about 1.30pm, without incident. w i
NEFA members and logging contractors have been
involved in a tense stand-off for more than a week at
! Mebbin State Forest. '
® State Forests in the Murwillumbah Management
Area are not being properly dealt with, according to the
Whian Whian Heritage and Environment Network
(WWHEN).

WWHEN spokesman Stephen Duthy has accused
NSW Land and Water Conservation Minister Kim Yead-
on of brushing Whian Whian under the rug and then
forgetting about it.

“Mr Yeadon has given this community a commit-
ment that ongoing negotiations with regard to the man-
agement of Whian Whian State Forest will take place,
and that all issues would be addressed,” Mr Duthy said.

“To date, no indication has been given about when
these discussions might take place.”

WWHEN claims the situation has deteriorated due '

_to continued chemical spraying, and the failure of con-
tractors to understand the Harvesting Plan. i
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This 1s Annexure JRC

Y referredtoin para

of the affidavit of John Robert Corkill affirmed in Lismore on __ January 1996, before me:

Logger warns greens protests could hurt Murbah economy

@ Continued from Page 1.

. The protest cam]fers who expected
their ranks to swe through the week
have agreed not to blockade work being
done by John Hall and another logging
contractor
timber already felled. .

:They plan to blockade any new felling
work in‘a* protest against a Federal
Government decision not to include ail of
Mebbin :State Forest, between Mount
Warning and the Border Ranges Nattonal
P?;ks, as a protected area. ‘

‘John Hall. who grew up in a
sawmilling family at the base of Mount
Warning is typical of the human side of
the logging still-done in the Tweed,

And he warns if his livelihood suffers,
so ‘' will the struggling economy of

provided they only Saw

Murwillumbah along with farmers who
rely on fenceposts cut from Mebbin.

Crisscrossing through the reserve and
reafforested areas of Mebbin, Mr Hall
readily pointed out favourite areas of
forest he would “never touch” and other
areas he had logged several yesars ago.

“This is some of my country . . . I.ve
logged here but you can’'t see where I've
been,” he said.

Mr Hall has talked personally with

groups of protesters but says he believes

there i3 enough forest in Mebbin to-

satisfy the needs of both parties, an
argument similar to that of State Forest
which says half the forest if protected.
The protected areas include
watercourses, sections of rainforest and a
reserve around the world's largest
ironbark tree, which has the ashes of
pioneer forester, Tommy Cadell,

" scattered beneath it.

Mr Hall said he and fellow contractors
like Gary Long, selectively logged trees
for commercial timber, poles and
fenceposts.

Afterwards up to 50 licensed local*"
people take away remnants for firewood.

And It all provides income for

‘Murwilumbah, which suffered heavily

when the Border and Nightcap Ranges-
were Incorporated into National Parks

- just over 20 years ago

“I buy fuel, tyres, machinery and spare
parts and it all comes through
Murwillumbah,” said Mr Hall :

“T use a thousand dollars a month in
diesel alone. What am I going to do if
the forest is locked up? .

“I would like to see the bush run for
the local area as a viable proposition”.

"He also points ouf that the work of

logging contractors keeps forestry roads
open for fighting fires and for the benefit
of tourists.

Meanwhile in the protester’s camp in
Cadell Road, named after the pioneer
forester, spokesperson Georgia Bevyer,

- said contractors would be allowed to mill

what was already felled but nothing
more, )

She said protesters were wary their
planned blockades later in the week
might provoke police action to clear
them from the forest.

But she said government assessment of
the forest and its endangered species was
deficient and for more
conservationists to join them in the
forest protest. :

The logging contractors are also calling
for supporters with possible plans of a
public meeting in the near future.

-_— - =
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Deal aver
showdown
est

in for

By CHRIS LAMBERTH

A VERBAL agreement between’
forest blockaders and Mebbin State
Forest sleeper cutter Gary Long
late on Tuesday afternoon averted
a showdown with forestry industry
supporters yesterday. =~

All week spokespersons from the
Construction, Forestry, Mining
and Energy Union and the North
East Forest Alllance were talking-
up the possibility of confrontation
in the forests. :

But yesterday that all fizzled out
when the CFMEU failed to carry
out a threat that it would “go Tato
the forest and confront this. issue
with the greens directly”.. .

Conservationist numbers swelled
to about 100 yesterday in expecta-
tion of the confrontation following
reports the CFMEU would clear
the forest of protesters by the end
of the week. . N

Protesters closed the forest on
Monday disappointed with last
week's Federal Government forest
industry package but not in time
to stop lone unionist Gary Long
felling eight large tallowwood and
iron bark trees for sleepers in the
Mebbin forest.

. In Tuesday afternoon’s deal, NE-
. FA allowed Mr Long and mate
John Hall to continue to work un-
' til the timber already on the

und had been milled and truck-

“ed out of the forest - averting the

need for the CFMEU to break the
blockade. -

That was expected to take until
Saturday but according to Mr
Long the fight could be on again

next week.

“T'll be.finished this weekend on
what's already felled but if I turm
up Monday and start felling again
the fight will start,” he said.

“The other opticn is to move my

" eguipment out of the forest some-

where else but that’s going to cost
around 3800 and who’s going to
pay for that.

““The \mion (CFMEU) would not
be happy with that - I'm the only
one in the union out here.”

A heavy burden for a timber
worker of 35 years who readily ad-
mits to very little formal educa-

tion.

“You've pusbed me into this sit-
nation. I'm not blaming you per-
sonally but there’s always got to
be a fall guy and this time it just
happens to be me,” Mr Long told
NEFA protest leaders Dailan Pugh
and Sye Higginson yesterday.

While it appeared any chance of
a confrontation had been averted
till next week NEFA spokesperson
John Corkill said yesterday the

- blockade would continue in Meb-

bin.

DAILY NEWS, Thursday, December 7, 1995, — 5.
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Deal aver

By CHRIS LAMBERTH .
A VERBAL agreement between
forest blockaders and Mebbin State
Forest sleeper cutter Gary Long
late on Tuesday afternoon averted
a showdownm with forestry industry
Supporiers yesterday.

All wesk spokespersans from the
Construction, Forestry, Mining
and Energy Union and the North
East Forest Alllance were talking-
up the possibility of confron
in the forests. I

But yesterday that all fizzled out
when the CFMEU failed to carry
out a threat that it would “go Ito
the forest and confront this. issue
with the greens directly”.. o

Conservationist numbers swelled
to about 100 yesterday in expecta-
tion of the confrontation following
reports the CFMEU would clear
the forest of protesters by the end
of the week. . N

Protesters closed the forest on
Monday disappointed with last
week's Federal Government forest
industry package but not in time
to stop lone unionist Gary Long
felling eight large tallowwood and
iron bark trees for sleepers in the
Mebbin forest.

In Tuesday afternoon’s deal, NE-

.' FA allowed Mr Long and mate

John Hall to continue to work un-

* til the timber already on - the

-ground had been milled and truck-
: of out of the forest - averting the

need for the CFMEU to break the
blockade. o

That was expected to take until
Satorday but according to Mr
Long the fight could be on again
next

week. .

“I' be.finished this weekend on
what's already felled but if I turn
up Monday and start felling again
the fight will start,” be said

“The other option is to move my

" equipment out of the forest some-

where else but that’s going to cost
around $800 and who's going to
pay for that. '

““The wmion (CFMEU) would not
be happy with that - I'm the only
one in the union out here.”

A heavy burden for a timber
worker of 35 years who readily ad-
&uits to very little formal educa-

on. .

“You've pushed me into this sit-
uation. I'm not blaming you per-
sonally but there's always got to
be a fall guy and this time it just
happens to be me,” Mr Long told
NEFA protest leaders Dailan Pugh
and Sye Higginson yesterday.

While it appeared any chance of
a confrontation had been averted
till next week NEFA spokesperson
John Corkill said yesterday the
g}gckade would continue in Meb-
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Loggers

called
to order

THE North East For-
est Alliance has
launched a bid for the
cancellation of the reg-
istration of the Con-
struction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy
Union in the Austra-
lian Industrial Rela-
tions Court.

The alliance made a
formal application to the
court last week after the
union declared ‘all-out
war on conservationists’.

Alliance co-ordinator
John Corkill said the
move was the latest de-
velopment in the on-go-
ing dispute about forests

din the Marwillumbah|-

management area,
“These overt threats
are designed to intimi-
date ordinary people
from supporting our
democratic - non-violent
defence of high conserva-

‘tion value forests,” said

Mr Corkill.

Violence

He said the union had
not given anyone-an as-
surance they would not
use violence.

“The union has made
a grave error in altempi-
ing to stand over mem-
bers of the community,

“These threats have
set back the union move-
ment’s environmental
credentials.

“The CFMEU ap-
pears intent on burying
the proud tradition of co-
operation between work-
ers and the community to
protect areas of out-
standing heritage value.”

He sald it was now a
matter for the Industrial
Relations Court to rule
whether the union’s al-
leged threats of violence
were unlawful ‘industrial
action’ or illegal threats
made by union leaders.

Mr Corkill said he re-
gretted making the appli-
cation to the Industrial

| Court but he ‘could not

tolerate union
strong-arm tactics’ un-
dermining the public’s
right to non-violent pro-
test action through
threats of injury.

“The forests of the
wet sub-tropics, includ-
ing Mebbin and Wollum-
bin state forests, are in-
ternationally significant
and are worth defend-
|ng.1l
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1.etters to the Laitor

Write to PO Box 423, Lismore, 2480 Fax 24 4321

Email edtsar@nor.com.au

Soil contamination

AN article (NS 4/12/95 Former planta-
tion land readied for subdivision) on soil
contamination gave an incorrect descrip-
tion of the way in which soil contamina-
tion thresholds (such as for arsenic) are
determined.

,The NSW Environment .Protection
Authority (EPA) adopts levels established
by the National Health and Medical
Research Council (NHMRC) and the Aus-
tralian and New Zealand Environment and
Conservation Council (ANZECC).

These levels are based on the latest
internationally accepted health and medi-
cal research and are referred to as Health
Investigation Levels, calculated from tol-
erable weekly intake levels set by the
World Health Organisation according to
the amount of contaminant that can safely
be consumed, taking into account the
amount occurring naturally in food water
and air.

If there is potential for people to be reg-
ularly exposed to soil containing high lev-
“els of arsenic, for example, the EPA
applies the Health Investigation Levels for
that contaminant.

The Health Investigation Levels take
into account the way in which people can
be exposed to the arsenic - mainly inges-

“tion of soil but also through the skin and
by breathing in contaminated material, and
are based on the people potentially most at
risk - small children who are likely to eat
soil sticking to their fingers. '

Where soil contamination exceeds the
Health Investigation Levels, remediation
of the soil may be required according to
the likely exposure of people to the con-
tamination due to the type of land use at
the site. If land use changes to a more sen-
sitive type in the future further remediation
could then be required.

DR IAN WOODWARD,
Regional Manager North Coast for
Director-General.

Real costs

WHEN will the State and Federal Gov-
ermnments realise the true cost of the envi-
ronmental movement. With 1.5 million ha.
of sustainably managed forest, in NSW
alone, reserved in the latest round of

. assessments greens
appeutes remain unsatlsﬁ

voracious .

The 32 .billion a year trade deficit in
forest products will only ever increase
while environmentalists” demands impose
job losses and destroy Australia’s forest
industries and rural communities.

Ignoring urban environmental degrada-
tion and acceptance of mining in the
forests is clear proof-that the greens cam-
paign is politically based and has little to
do with the wise conservation of our
forests. The shrill cries from greens com-
plain of the impact of forestry on koala
habitat, but cannot produce any credible
evidence of that impact. Meanwhile 59
koala deaths in the town of Port Macquar-
ie in a single year passes with barely a
mention. The fact is that koalas are thriv-
ing in the managed multiple-use forests.

While the media revels in the exagger-
ations and untruths of the greenies, Aus-
tralia’s politicians remain deaf to the truth
of forest management. Forest workers and
their families demonstrate on a daily basis
their commitment to the long term sustain-

“ability of their activities, the conservation

of our native flora and fauna, the welfare
of the rural communities and their substan-
tial contribution 1o Australia’s national
debt. The rage and frustration of otherwise
normal country folk has built to an intoler-
able level.

.The NSW timber industry operates
under the greatest burden of regulatory
control of any industry in Australia or the
world. More forests of Australia are
reserved for no legitimate function than
anywhere else in the world. Yet the
extreme greenies still want more and bit-
terly complain about the few small forests
and plantations now dedicated for timber
production. When will the politicians wake
up! When will the rest of Australia realise
that they too will become a target for the
greenies! N

RUSS AINLEY,
Coffs Harbour

Timber future

IN reference to Natalie Falla’s letter of
20/10/95 would respectfully suggest she
read from:the dictionary the meaning of
the word ‘academic’ -and hope that she
would arrive at the conclusion that there

‘needs to be academics and practical people

tion. f.*

“office is not tempered with practical
experience, i.e. spending much time in the
company of foresters, tree fellers and snig-
gers, the end result will be as usual, one
sided and of little value.

Many timberworkers have worked 70
hours per week and more, not-by-choice,
but by having to battle the elements of
nature to stand on their feet to support their
families and not be dependent on others.
At the same time supplying timber require-
ments of society.

It is" very frustrating for these hard-

. working sawmill workers to be thwarted

by a number of people, some of whom

- have dubious money earning pursuits who

supposedly support the native flora and
fauna. My bet is that the ‘locked up’
forests will be infiltrated with some not so
native species for the use of a select few.

Many young people to-day equip them-
selves for professional skills, agricultural,
trade pursuits etc., by firstly involving
themselves with academic studies at Uni-
versities, Agricultural or Tafe colleges fol-
lowed by ‘hands on’ learning experience.
Forest management, harvesting knowledge
and basic timber technology is not
acquired in a day or two and needs lots of
practical experience. be you mean by, the
term ‘destroying our heritage' that trees
should never be cut down’? What a waste
of resources! -

We all agree that we need to keep as
much of our flora and fauna as possible,
expecially koalas and rare animals. The
only thing in question is how to go about
it. Whether the eucalypt forests are logged
or not we will eventually have bushfires.

The main and most sensible thing to do
would be to minimise the ferocity and
scope of these fires. Unless someone has a
brilliant idea of preventing fires altogether.

This then brings us to the point of to log
or not to log. By not logging you will have
a greater volume of fuel build-up with no
means of minimising the effects. If you
have fought bush fires or grass fires, and
I’'m sure a hell of a lot haven t, you know
what I mean.

I say manage the forests on a sustain-
able basis, protect our fauna and flora and
economy to the best of our ability for as
long as possible, for who knows what the

" world population growth will bring. Face

for a modern socnety to satisfactorily func- up to the facts. AR
TEET04 X0 I .3 ';"-'.,_,.. : - N REG HARTLEY,
If workmg up to 70 hours a week in a Bentley
rravl
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lump rubbish five Kilome- “It's disgusting, they should put it bringing it back to port with '8 For=b tEER ST 6099 PR ~=

re so long it has been pro- on land not in the ocean because them.” dumped 3 milés offshore after
edded.” the tides bring it in. I don't agree  Brian Bynon, 28, of Brisbane; being put through a grinder.
osman for P&O said the with any pollution, even sewage “It’s pretty poor, shocking really @ Food waste can be dumped

d have been about nine to from outfalls, being dumped in the  Any stuff they take out with them 12 miles offshore, or three miles
niles from shore when it ocean, but to these companies it's should be brought back in by the offshore if it has been put
Evans Head. out of sight, out of mind.” ship.” through a grinder.

Kyogle district man
on drugs charges

A Kyogle district man will appear in Kyogle Local
Court tomorrow facing a number of drugs charges.

Police laid the charges earlier this week after
searching a flat at Green Pigeon, where they allegedly
found 15 grams of ¢annabis, a crossbow and two sets of
handcuffs. . .

At a nearby address police allegedly found 32
cannabis plants, two of them 50 centimetres high, the
remainder of them about two metres high.

The man was charged with cultivating cannabis, ; -
possessing cannabis, self-administering cannabis, pos- capped for 12 months

Sessmg a prohlblted weapon, and possessing prohibited
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This is Annexure ‘JRC ', referred to in para ___
of the affidavit of John Robert Corkill affirmed in Lismore on ___ January 1996, before me:
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Logger 3¢ ;1";
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ByPETEHCATON 4 1 .

liroiuvib fesident o (he = |‘
Tweed Valley, John Hall, I [
16ves the forest - because § 4}
he is a logger.
“It's not in my Interests t‘ il
or any other logger's to[X\A
rape the forest,” he said| 14
only hours after a stand-
-off with anti-logging pro-
testers 'who have set up '1.‘ " i
camp in Mebbin State For- I Fa ..a.n T W
est west of Murwillumbah. ol

. Continued Page 5.
Latest blockade

@ Tweed Valley Iogger i
John Hall beside the [E
largest ironbark tree in

the world, located in-the
‘Mebbin State Forest. it

is trees such as this

giant and well-bemg
-of the fon ich he -

like many-
conservationists, Is

_eager to preserve,

) Ak




By CHRIS LAMBERTH = i~
A VERBAL agreement between
forest blockaders and Mebbin State

Forest sleeper cutter Gary Lon
late on Tuesday afternoon ave

o

£oan.

suppprters yesterday. =

. Al week spokespersons from the
"Construction, Forestry, Mining
and Energy Union and the North
East Forest Alliance were talking-

in the forests. . ST
But yesterday that all fizzled out

out a threat that it would “go’into
the forest and confront this.issue
with the greens di y”.. e
Conservationist numbers swelled
to about 100 yesterday in expecta-
tion of the confrontation following
reports the CFMEU would clear
the forest of protesters by, the end
of the week. : i
Protesters closed the forest on

week's Federal Government forest
industry package but not in time
to stop lone unionist Gary Long
felling eight large tallowwood and
iron bark trees for slecpers in the
Mebbin forest. - :

. In Tuesday afternoon’s deal, NE-
. FA allowed Mr Long and mate
John Hall to continue to work un-
' til the : timber already on - the

- B b . P L e a e
4 : .
. R a ; ;
3 R P
T z” . S E
‘ B b .
= § LN - L n s

a showdown with forestry industry

up the possibility of confrontation -
’ ©.*, 7. .equipment out of the forest some-

when the CFMEU failed to.carry '

Monday disappointed with last”

‘Saturday A
. Long the fight could be on again

© " ground had’béen miilled s trick-
. ed out of the forest -“averting the

need for the'CFMEU to break the .
blockade, © - Dhe e ;

That was expected to take until
but' according to Mr

1

next week. . .o )

“I'll be.finished this weekend on
what's already felled but if I tumn
up Monday and start felling again
the fight will start,” he said.

“The other option is to move my

where else but that’s going to cost
around $800 and who’s going to

pay for that. - .
““The union (CFMEU) would not

be happy with that - I'm the only

one in the union out here.” .
A heavy burden for a timber

worker of 35 vears who readily ad-

‘mits to very little formal educa-

tion. - - . - . :
“You've pushed me into this sit-

" uation. Fm not blaming you per-

sonally but there’s always got to

‘be a fall guy and this time it just

happens to be me,” Mr Long told
NEFA protest leaders Dailan Pugh

. and Sye Higginson yesterday.

While it appeared any chance of
a confrontation had been averted
till next week NEFA spokesperson
John Corkill said yesterday the
gl.ockade would continue in Meb-

in.

ogu.v NEWS, Thursday, Decomber 7, 1995. — 5._-—
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® Sergeant Peter Hunt of Murwillumbah -
could not move to clear the forest unless le-

gally empowered 1o do so.

Daily News 4/izfs .. 8 1

Calls to “Shift them (conservationists) out”
could be heard above the cries of disapproval
but as far as State Forests and the police were
concerned, the forest crisis was averted for an-
other day. .o

Loggers were clearly expecting a. solution
yesterday morning and indicated they were
prepared to push the issue by again blockading
conservationists ingide Wollumbin., .

Bolstered by calls from Member for Murwil-
lumbah' Don Beck for the Minister for Police, .
Paul Whelan to act, by an official State Forests
notification of suspension of logging operations
and by Mr Yeadon's declaration that the Gov-
ernment would not allow its policies to be de-
railed - they were ready to act. .

The police were also called to the scene ex-
pecting the Minister to announce at 10 am clo-
sure of the forest - but Mr Yeadon declined to
create the legal imperative for the police to act
to clear the forest. ..

Sergeant Peter Hunt of Murwillumbah, in
charge of the police's forest operation, at one
stage sought legal clarification of the situation
claiming advice from State Forests and police
legal advisers was in conflict.

Referring to the situation as a “Mexican
stand-off” Sergeant Hunt sald he could not
move to clear the forest unless legally empow-
ered to do so. .

NEFA coordinator John Corkill said yester-
day morning a group of about 30 environmen-
talists were being held “in a state of siege” by

-..man two camps set up on

angry timber industry supporters.

Mr Corkill said despite attempts by police on
Tuesday to broker an arrangement between
both sides to keep the forest open and avoid vi-
olence, harassment of the isolated .group contin-’

."ued throughout Tuesday night..

I we understand these people's concern -
for their -Aogs gﬂﬁ ug}y-campaign of. terror is
e I LT e

-.appalling,

“I cannot see what they:are gven hopingt%
-achieve by trapping people inside a forest and.
conducting no less than three night.time raids.

on the group.” . - AR .

3o iy woro a8
@ Loggers late yesterday were cuntihuing
Tuesday isolating
conservationists- at their North Wollumbin

- Road site - allowing. protestors to leave'bx_xt re-

fusing reinforcements passage. . . .

s

Lt rmim . ¥ .
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' sacked
. SYDNEY: The Wood
Royal Commission yes-
terday lorpled fts mosy
' senior palice officer so
far when It was an-
' mounced [n (he NSW
3 Patliament that Chiel
sy — - Slanil;'lendenl:I Igeobe'rl
' 3 - '—' Lysaught woul dis.
- gg\gﬁgﬂ; =- ulLsmlK from ihe police

A DELEGATION of

NSW Government
officials is to tly to
Murwillumbah this
morning for crisis
talks beatwsen
feuding gresnies
and timber work-
ers, as the threat
of violence in the
Wollumbin State
Forest ascalates.

Police reinforce-
ments from Murwill-
umbah, Tweed Heads
and Kingscliff were
called to the forest yes-
terday afler reports
some timber workers
and greenies were arm-
ing themselves,

About 150 (imber
workers, their families
and local business people
joined the protests, which
ave seen the greenies
isolated in the forest after
roads Lo the protest site
were blockaded by log-
Rers.

The heated dispute
follows three weeks of
green blockades with pro-

service.

Police Minkster PPaul
Vhetun said the Police
Horrd had recommended
that Supt Lysaughi be
sacked ‘for mishehariour'
as # sesull of evidence he
had given to the commis-
tium,

It mas also ennounced
in Parfiament that veren
oiher police officers who
were the swhject of danmm-
ing Wond Roys! ('om-
mivsion evidemcr had
been dismissed yesterday
under mew lawy passed in
Parkizment bast night.

Police ¢ ammissioner
Lony Lauer woed the wew
puners to dismisy offic
cers including Detective
Nerpeant Wayne James
Eade, Ihe schject of
damning videu eridence
this neek showing him
ordering a child porn +id-
€0 and pockeling drugs.

Petective lnspector
Craham James Fonler,
the firsi officer caught on
the commdssion’s suphis.
ticsied  swrveillance
equipment apparently sc-
cepting bribes, nas aho
dismissed along with five

J,;i.

TALK TIME: Forestry officer Colln Stapley a

other offlcers.
Under the Police Ser-
vice  \mendment RBill

ddresses timber workers at Wollumbin Slate Forest
@ Fictures: MICHARL BATTERNAN

testers calling for pre-log- P EDEIIRTT— ==y - “rmp- tyverewre—— passed by Parliament’s
sing surve sflo con- lllp':t’ llc:lne ou_lulcsdng

ucted efore  any night. ommissioner
logging resumes in the The green SCh me lauer now has the pawer
State Forests surround- to dismiss oflicers on the

ing Murwillumbah,

recammendation of Jus.

CONSERVATIONISTS protesting against log-
ging in the Mebbin State forest want the area
profected.

Their blockade is aimed at

tice James W ngd,

¢ hiel Swpt 1ycaught
was the subject of m ware
of adverse evidence in the

The greenies say rare
specics of trees and ani-

mals are threatened by forcing the Federal Gor-

Ihe fopging,

Staie Forests spokes-
man Col Supley told the
loggers yesicrday, sfter a
mecting with green pro-
testers, that  loggin
would be suspended unti
afier 1oday’s meeling.

“We aren't selling you
ouL.” said Mr Stapley,

“But logging will be
suspended until we have
had these acgotintions
with you, the Minister
and them (greenics).”

The decision came de-
spile an earlier statement
by Land Conservation
Minister Kim Yeadon
iving  loggers the
go-shead to conmtinue
their logging opcrations.

Mr Yeadon said con-
scrvationists in the Mur-

" willumbah area were -

nancislly ruining the
timber workers for little
gain.

“Demands to halt all

eroment info including all the

Mebbin State Faorest,

between Mi Wamning and the Border Ranges Natlona)

Park, sto s protected area.

They say the ares contains rare and endangered
species of trees and animals thal would be threstened

by any future logging

Iogginf in the entire
Murwillumbah Manage.
ment Area afc extreme
and not comsistent with
this goverament’s bal-
anced policies,” he sajd,

“We have set up a
process that wilf establish
the world's best national
park and forest reserve
system and in which con-
servationists are involved.

“The risk of violence
is growing daily and i1's
in no one's interests for
this to continue,”

Mr Stapley told the
timber workers he could
Nol guarantee the out-
come of today’s mecting
but representatives from

LETTERS: Page 8

cCom

operations,

all sides would be jnvited
1o air their grievances,

Loggers erupted an-
grily to the ncws, saying
they would drag ke
greenies out themsehves if
the negoliations failed,

“You are forcing us to
80 up there and throw
them out.™ ope angry
timber worker shouted.

Mr Staplcy said for-
esiry officials Kad consid-
cred closing (the forest,
which woufd force the
green protesters out but
the decision would have
needed to be ratified by
the Minister,

® Continusd on Page 2

P —— ety
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Wood Royal Commission
in September,

VWhen the evidence
surfaced, Chief Supt Ly-
saught was chief of siafl
to Mr Laver and a for-
mer head of the Fraud
Enforcement Agency.

Mr Whelan said the
board had based {15 deci-
sion an evidence given by
Chiel Supt I,;xaughl to
the royzt commivinn on
September 14 and 1R thic
[T

ther officers sum-
marily dismissed yester-
day on the basis of esi-
dence ngainst them in the
Wood Royat Commission
were Idetective Senior
Consisble Duncan Grani
Demol, Senfor Sergeant
Trevor David Haken,
Sergeant Nesblle Jahn
Seullion, Detective Ser-
geant John Gordon Swan
and Senfor Sergeant

ICS: Page 36

Dennis Kimble Thomp-
500,

TV: Page 79

Loggers and Tyalgum restd

arrive at y

ay's torest talks

—————— .

BUSINESS: Pages 45-48




® From Page 1

“We know for the protest-
ers this fight isn’t so
much weighing on this
forest because if they win
this battle they'll just
move on to the next for-
est,” he said.

“State Forests has said
small operators can stay
here and work as long as
it's viable, and we stand
by that.”

Green protesters said
they supported the timber
workers’ protests but felt
threatened after about 30

.environmentalists were
trapped in the forest.

Narth East Forest Al-
liance spokesman Aidan
Ricketts said the group
had been harassed by
three ‘vigilante groups’'
during Tuesday night.

“Environmentalists
have agreed to release al}
felled timber and logs re-
maining on the ground in
disputed Compartment
18 of Wollumbin State
Forest in an attempt to
offer an olive branch to
local timber workers dis-
advantaged by the cur-

'Crisis talks in

&olido Cb%%!%

14/'2/95"!-2.
rent dispute/’ said Mr
Ricketts.

“While we undersiand
these people's concern for
their jobs, this ugly
campaign of terror is
appalling.

“l cannot see what
they are even hoping 1o
achieve by trapping peo-
ple inside a forest and
conducting no less than
three night-time raids on
the group, other than o
maintain an ugly reign of
terror against their politi-
cal opponents.”

Greens said tempers
on both sides had fared
during the past two days
with intervention from
the Minister and Premier
Bob Carr the only solu-
tion to the probiem.

Senior Sergeant Peter
Hunt, of Murwillumbah,
said police were concen-
trating on keeping the
peace.

“We're here to make
sure everyone keeps their
cool and to remind both
groups action will be tak-
en if violence crupts,” he
said.
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North coast environmental groups feel angry and

betrayed about the Federal Government's.decision to -

issue woodchipping export licences in two stages, [
according-toNorth East Forest ‘Alliance (NEFA)
spokesman Johi Corkill, -*+ ~~ == = -
Mr Corkill said Prime Minister Paul Keating ‘must
be kidding’ if he expected people to,believe further
export woodchipping was in the national interest. - -«
“The PM still hasn't realised that the public-interest
argument of sciéntists and the environment movement
ought to be given greater weight than the views of vest-
ed interests such as unions and woodchippers,” he said.
Mr Corkill said the Federal Government would lose
public support, especially among younger voters, by
implementing ‘profit before planet’ policies. -
NEFA also believed that recent Federal woodchip- |:
ping decisions would force NSW Premier Bob Carr to
break his pre-election promise of ending woodchip

exports by the year 2000. .
The Federal forests policy released last Friday

appeared to be little different from the draft policy

released earlier last month, according to NSW Forests,
A spokesman for NSW Forests northern region said
that 696 forestry compartments would be available for

[t -8
é‘- " > ] - . X - .':. . v 3
N A SN : and we certainly won't' endorse ex
< Byrail councillors move “sposgatmeyse, i iy ot
e . i R L -,3;.-.‘..-'-'j‘i';F‘.‘_':fEJx--,,_, L est Alli]eat)aia‘lgreements S?ll‘.: in st;;l:gg b t“:here t:alllre éigs::usswrés t%%mg on
E_ - g " TS . = I .. . .-~._'o s —t :.__we w. - ea ]]y ng e een e ates an om-
f to Sﬁiail fo rest deCI SIOnS " to ensure they are adhered to.” monwealth - the various submis-
A .:' it : - North' East Forests Aliwgg % -sions pu(t1 bsé the conservatlgn
T s e e o e Hr A Al e e andine * FA) "green police” blocka ol- ups and industry groups are be-
Byron Shire jCouncil efforts to stop™. go to bthe next council meeting on lunzbiir andpledebbin State Forests gg.zfsssessed at the moment,” the
logging in parts ef Nullum State Forest, December 15. 1t d sclsire -last Tuesday in protest over “unac-  spokesperson said.
west of Mullumpimby, have been stalled . A State Govemk.ment Bill M mviv ceptable standards of forestry man- ° Mr Yeadon last weck launched
» by a rescissionymotion lodged by three  new national parks — inc ud gt b agement™ throughout the Murwil- - investigations into- alleged
pro-developmen councillors. Jerusalem National Park — is due to be lumbah Management Area. : - breaches to proper logging prac-
a A majority ¢f councillors supported debated in State Parhamenttplsweek. But by late last Friday NEFA tices in Nullum State Forest.
a ‘motion of urgency’ moved last week The same _thx_-ee cour'lculors a.lSO changed course and called on Fed- “Immediately those allegations
- by Cr Richard Staples for urgent repre- lodged a rescission motion delaying eral Member for Richmond Neville  were made we moved to launch an :
sentations to by made to Environment  another resolution on a related matter. Newell to step in to protect endan- investigation,” the spokesperson
- Minister Pam Allan, Greens MLC lan Cr Hugh Ermacora had successfully gered species known to inhabit said. - R
: Cohen and Dq’mocrats MLC Richard moved for the council to adopt the role of Mebbin State Forest south-west of = “While-that investigation is un-
g ) "1 Jones for exﬂmfging the proposed Mt ‘honest broker’ to bn_ng'together local Murwillumbah. - ‘ derway we believe that people (by
2 , [ | Jerusalem Natijnal Park to include 11 stakeholder groups within the forestry NEFA spokesperson Sue Higgin-  blockating forsstes are oreamie 0¥
4 ‘\ compartments of Nullum State Forest. industry, and to facilitate development of son claimed Wollumbin and Meb- the outcome. ‘
_:5:_. \‘_‘ ~ These 11 cor;!pax-nnents_include num- a local management _plqn acceptable to bin State Forests formed a vital = “We certainly think the investi-
T AT ber 61. which.as the site of recent all parties, for submission to Land and “corridor between the World Heri- gation (involving the National
g’ F protests by environmental groups con- Water Conservation Minister Kim tage listed Border Ranges and Mt Parks and Wildlife Service and
= % , cerned about logging in high-conserva-  Yeadon by the end.nf this year. ) Warning National Parks. ) NEFA in site inspections) should
" tion value and Kpala habitat areas. ' Cr Staples said some counciltlors Ms Higginson said the parks be allowed to run its course,
@ . However. a ryscission motion signed’ were now considering calling a special were a haven of international sig- “We would not condone further
by Cr Ross Tucker, Cr Eric Singh and Cr  meeting to debate the rescission nificance for numerous species disruption of the work lawfully un-
Bob Higgins mé.{ms_the matter will now motions, so the‘qoum:ll could still act. which were now endangered by dertaken by timber workers.”
: M
, g“"‘\\ _ . :
\
}‘ “ o

harvesting over the next six months, with the same con-
straints as usual.

Fewer than 3000 compartments had beeh deferred
until next June, pending environmental assessment, he

el q-_{ilz((\;;'.:;'%'g

[3
Li—.....-.—.&.{

chris CAMBERTH % = ©'.
THE NSW Minister for Land and

Water Conservation. Kim, Yeadon

'sent a clear message to- protesters

yesterday to stay out of the _fo::&cts .
and allow legal Iogging operations-

to continue. P

Mr Yeadon was referring to the
blockade of state forests last week

. which halted all logging operations
throughout the ~Murwillumbah
Management Area.

“We stand by that process al-
ready underway and will stand by
that process,” a spoKesperson for
the minister affirmed yesterday.

-clearing: and logging. .

-“The area contains eighf hat_ion-
ally listed endangered species of
flora and three species.of fauna

“which are in danger of becoming

extinct,” she said.

“This includes the most endan-
gered bird in NSW, the Coxen’s
Fig parrot.” . . ]

A spokesperson said the minis-
ter would continue to monitor the
situation closely while the DFAs
were expected to be announced in
the next few weeks. . - -

“We would urge people to be

‘constructive about this process




m Mabbin State

MEBBIN State Forest sleeper cut-
ter Gary Loag summed up yester-
day's futlle attempt to return to
work in forests west of Murwi-
lumbah clalming “it's in the
hands of the police now

At the centre of 2 dlsnutc tn

HOPES
FADE

il nn‘

-3 P;

the Mebbin [orest over two weeks
ago, Mr Long was being relocated

yesierday by State Forests to the
ldjolning Wollumbln State For-

Eul a timber, g and human
blccksda acrosy a sieal cattle-grid
at tha entranca to the forest
brought an abrupt halt to the

plan.
® Continusd Page 5.
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* hreats of “war’ in disputed forests _ .-

~Deferred Forest -Assessmeént, three ‘*f’é'renewedforgsfi’&:nm:}‘sgi‘;zmh

-

~ {;'3}‘:&1‘. -

“ Elpurds o

EFA meémbe ‘orange; all
e e eEgr, TETMEY R i

F 1V

throughout the Murwiliumbah man- :- thre U

agement area could land the c¥ officer Mark Greenhill during a _

Construction, Forestry, Mining and conﬁontationﬁ"witli _protesters o

Energy Union (CFMEU) in trouble, | Mebbin State Forest a week earlier.. iy

according to a North East:Forest i+ .Declaring :v;i‘arfq‘gaif_:"st.the'-"éqnsgr-_ b

Alliance (NEFA) spokesman, & o A vationists, Mr Greenbill said they:had}’ Ay
NEBAS John Corkill said yesterday” picked dn the wrong union. = pEe- T VAR

the threat by secretary of the CFMEU, 5% MrCorkillfwa.rnedjzesterday_ldawﬁ;l ik Op aW

Gavin Hillier, in” Sydney last week = ‘action to remove -protesters-‘cqgld‘”tié" phipl H*«z’t‘ue:b'“‘ ig

w7l %( S
could result in disciplinary action or* andertaken only by the-police. s’ .~k Y oy " 1 Y
. NEFA moved to ‘orange alert’ after’ e r - S

T -
e 4
= i)

assault charges against the union. : -
And asf the psychological war rain ¢leared from the Tweed late last ~ PP A 4

gained momentum on the eve of the px Wednesday, asking;itspeople to stand » e oy 7P (| e
State ~-Government's. ; decision’ “on_ by’ for further;actions, including 1 “,f.m&"-ou.. nding student of Alstonv
y nent ree i b5 - "-«‘-aﬁ-ﬁ% ‘School, Andrew Rose {above), has been av

Dorrigo-mex were found . guilty-‘of ;&t% NEFA said protestaétions through- & prestigious ' Minister's/ Award for Exct
affray after forest protesters were beat- 'ég;"lt the l\fh.’n-iwi_.ll\.u:nszlil’‘ma‘n;sl'gen:lel'it:,'*i‘L Esmglgpt-Acgifzvement . TR
en'in the streets.  **_ " .. o ik moarea would continue and called on sups s rvAndrew -is the eldest of seven ch
: Magistrate Jeff Lynden warned the porters not to succumb oi‘;-bé-intlni}g (Graham and Wendy Rose, of McLeans Rid
three men in Bellingen Local Court dated by union threats. -~ B A0 Tk 441 T -iHe will fly to Sydney” with his pa
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State forests

NEFA members on ‘orange alert

o “Aanets 2

Threats of ‘war’ in disputed forests -

throughout the Murwillumbah man-
agement area could land the
Construction, Forestry, Mining and
Energy Union (CFMEU) in trouble,
according to a North East Forest
Alliance (NEFA) spokesman, -
NEFA's John Corkill saifl yesterday”
the threat by secretary of the CFMEU,"
Gavin Hillier, in Sydney last week

could result in Aisciplinary action or

assault charges against the union.
And as/ the psychological war

gained momentum on the eve of:the .
State ~-Government’s. decision on
-Deferred Forest Assessmeént, threeZ’>renewed forestcamp.

Dorrigo me@ were found .guilty of

affray after forest protesters were beat-

en in the streets. . T
Magistrate Jeff Lynden warned the

three men in Bellingen Local Court

yesterday that further assaults .or
intimidation would.see them back
before the court. . ..~ :
Mr Hillier was reported as saying
the unioh. ‘would take any action by
conservationists personally ‘and use
force to remove;protesters at any fur-
ther (forest) blockades’ 575 .. .~

“They will know what the'trenches |
are all about when-we :are finished "

with them,” Mr Hi!éier réportedly said.

The statement repeated earlier
threats by CFMEU (forestry arm) poli-
cy officer Mark Greenhill during a
confrontation with protesters in
Mebbin State Forest a week earlier

Declaring ‘war’ against the conser-
vationists, Mr Greenhill said they had
picked on the wrong union.

Mr Corkill warned yesterday lawful
action to remove protesters could be
undertaken only by the police.

NEFA moved to ‘orange alert’ after
rain cleared from the Tweed late last
Wednesday, asking its people to stand

by for further actions, including a

NEFA said protest actions through-
out the Murwillumbah management
area would continue and called on sup-
porters not to succumb or be intimi-
dated by union threats. :

At the height of forest blockades
two weeks ago, ugly scenes developed
in Mebbin State Forest when 80 forest
industry supporters confronted a
small troupe of NEFA protesters. -

Meanwhile, NEFA has condemned
NSW Minister for Land and Water.

- Conservation Kim Yeadon and his

Deferred Forest Assessment process,
claiming it had no scientific credibili-
ty and lacked published methodology. -




Loggers
caIIed
to order

THE North East For-
est Alliance has
launched a bid for the
cancellation of the reg-
istration of the Con-
struction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy
Union in the Austra-
lian Industrial Rela-
tions Court.

The alliance made a
formal application to the
court last week after the
union declared ‘all-owt
war on conservationists’.

Alliance co-ordimator
John Corkill said the
move was the Intest de-
velopment in the on-go-
ing dispute about foresis
in the Murwillumbah
mapagement are.

“These overt threats
are designed to intimi-
date ordinary people
from supporting our
democratic . non-violent
defence of high conserva-
tien value forests,” said
Mr Corkill.

Violance

He said the ouion had
not given anpyobe an as-
surance they would wot
use violence,

. “The uniom hxs made
a grave error in attempt-
ing to stand over wem-
bers of the community.
“These threats have
set back the unios move-
ment’s envirommental
credentials.
“The CFMEU ap-
pears intent o0 Imr?lng
the proad tradition
operation between work-
ers and the community to
protect arcas of out-
standing heritage vatue.”
He said it was now a
matter for the Industrial
Relations Court to mule
whether the union’s al-
leged threats of violence
were unlawful ‘industrial
action’ or illegal threats
made by anion leaders.

Mr Corkill said be re-

gretted making the appli-
cation to the Industrial
Court but be ‘could not
tolerate union
strong-arm tactics’ an-
dermining the public’s
right to non-violent pro-
test action through
threats of injury.

“The forests of the
wet sub-tropics, Includ-
ing Mebbin and Wollum-
bin state forests, are in-
ternationally significant
nnd are worth defend-

ing.”

by scm'r T

. DOWNMAN

THE Greens’ federal '
candidate for Rich- -

mond has slammed
sitting member

 Neville Newell -fol- ~
jowing the results of
the deferred forest -

assessment process
affecting the rcglon s
forests.

Annette Coyle said the
forests in the Murwillum-
bah management aréa
faced losing endangered

specics a8 4 direct result 3

of the assessment, which
had failed to &rotect sec-
tions of the Wollumbin,
Mcbbin, Mooball and
Nultum state forests,
She said Mr Newel)

' had failed 10 act in the
" best interests of the area,

“The Labor Party did
not honour its promise to
apply the Commonwealth
reserve selection criteria,
which included endan-
gered species habitat, and
as a result many of exqui-
site forests in Richmond
will be chopped,” said Ms
Coyle.

Ineffectual

“Mr Newell cither
made no represcntations
or was incffectual be-
cause nothing has
changed in the Murwiil-
umbah management ar-
g

She said as a result of
the assessment, no endan-
gered specics in Rich-
mond were protected de-
spite their important
conservation values,
Ms Coyle pledged the
Greens allegtance with
il

L

other -cnvironmental -

ups to ensure the for-. -

ests of the Murwillumbah
management Aarca re-
mained untouched in the
lcad-up to the next feder-
al election.

“It is clear that the
protection of the bio-diov-

« ersity of these magnifi-

cent forests is too impor-
tant to leave in the hands
of backward thinking La-
bor or coalition parties.”

Mr Newell has brand-
ed Ms Coyle's outburst as
‘rubbish’.

He said the Federal
Labor Government was
the only government that
had been able to deliver a
balanced solution to the
issue.

“The DFA reprcs:m.s
the most significant na-
tional step forward in for-

NEWELL: Prourvauon of rare lpcclu nnrlmoun!

m comservation since the
of the National

Fnrul olicy statement in

December 1992," nld Mr
Newell. Ty

“The DFAs oonumed

‘those forest areas needed

for our world-class forest

" reserve system and were

selected on the basis of
the Commonweslth’s re- '
serve criteria, which was
lauded by the Interna-
tianal Union for the Con-

_servetion of Nature” |

He said the prmrva-!
tion of endangered spe-
cies had been paramount
during the formnuon of
the assessment process.
Mr Newell said out-
side the assessment pro-
cess endangered species;
would be protected by
management prcscrlp-!
tions and recovery plans.
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By CHHIS LAMBEHTH arld PETER CATON at
Mebbmelsﬂ? S?ote Forest, Murwillumbah

e . Forest sleeper cutter Gary Lon
surmmed up yesterday's futile attempt to rveturnn{o worE
int'nrestwmc{meiﬂumbah. %hismthe

han:stc:eth:pnllcenm R o e

t centre of & dispute in the Mebbin forest

weeks ago, Mr Long was being re-tocated ymterdayt:;

State Forests to the adjoining Wollumbin State Forest.
canli:a“ g::_itémt:ermlbg mﬁumah blockade across a steel

at the entrance to the fomt
abrxgt balt to the plan, , Drought "
er lengthy nexotiauonu yesterday morning
g;tweetestn l:ug;lglers. fState Forests personnel and
ers, ope of a peaceful
N uesters.ail b pe ; pea solution to the logging
Latemthedayltappearedeeﬂamstate Forests
m ;:lnse V:’oollugbigl and Mebbin — an actlon which
police they could legally clear

oec‘ug:tiwon. ¥ the forest
About 200 protesters blockaded North Wollumbin
Road at the north-western edge of the fores'lJ al:mﬂrs(
ight yesterday, after setting up a second camp in the

v‘ic&ty late on Sunday afternocn.
n after daylight a convoy of 15 lo rslnf
wheel-drtves and two timber jinkers snaké-;!E to the ec:'lgl!re
of .the forest behind an articulated log skidder.
o Accompanied by three State Forest employees, heat-
Eastm[-bmtga rﬁ:n p!ac(e ng;r the blockade befare North
ce A) represe crossed

over for negotiations. ! atives

tionists were too pre-occupied to feel
at the news that threatened busloads of uniomsmmcg:f
verging on Mebbin State Forest to end the oocupatlon
would not appear t'i

After two hours of negotlations, a lone pmtmter
padlnckedtoasmelmtuegriduethemlfﬂeeaﬁer
i’m‘eeing to a request for timber workers to pick up 16
v previous WeENo i wiie wila” FI.
und for a Coffs Harbour ‘were then
!ou.deduntnthejmkersandtmclmdautof meroresttu

-v!ga—-

veharus of Jeers. o, ;

- The operation, negotiated by State F'orests‘s su
wr of operations in the Murwillumbah Mamgep;?ni:
Area Col McClymont, took three hours to complete,

o, RN
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YESTERDAY'S blockade and pro-
test in Wellumbin State Forest was
nothing new for conservationist De
Grebner from Lismore and saw-
mller Graham Smith of Nimbin.

Both had seen it
fore ., . . 18 years ago in the rain-
forest of Teranla Cresk about
16 km due south.

That blockade which lasted a
month was followed by similar
protests in surrounding rainforests
and led to the declaration of hugs
proiccted area In the Nightecap and
Border Ranges Natlonal Parks.

Yesterday the scene was the
same . . . logging trucks waiting
on forest trocks with timber work-
ers and protesters staring each
ather down.

But there was one big difference.
At Terania Creek dozens of police
entered the fray and removed pro-
testers.

Yesterday in Wollumbin not a
policeman was to be seen — al-
though that may changs if, as ex-
pected, State Forests moves to de-
clare the forest closed to everyone.

Back in September 1979 police
were called to Terania Creek to es-
¢ort logging trucks. Later confron-
tation prompted the NSW Govern-

ment, under Premier Nevilie
Wran, to suspend logging
operations.

At the time the Dally News re-

rted one police sergeant as say-
I:T "Wo wero concerned that a vo-
cal. predominantly unproductive
mlnority up, most of whom ap-
pear to rely on social security pay-
ments, should fruatrate the rights
fif ;,gruducuve majority to earn a

Yesterday loggers complained
their toxes were paying the way
for protesters who wanted to de-
stray their jobs.

The protesters responded with
claima they were mtore concerned
for the future,

® Continued from Page 1.

After lengthy negotlations yes-
terday morning between 1o,
State Forests personnel and pro-
testers, all kope of a peaceful so-
{:;:un to the logging crisls were

\l

Ms Grebner said other veterans
of the Teranta blockads were pres-
ent at yesterday's event, occasion-
ally swapping tales.

And some, whom she remem-
bered as children at Teranin, wers
now adults bringing their own
children to the protest,

“It's much the same sort of at-
mosphere,” she sa

“Nobody really wants aggres-
sion. Pecple want to find the mig-
die ground.

“But Teranta lasted a frl)l month
and there were heaps of chances
far is to talk.

“Al the end thers was supposed
to be a soccer match with the
police.

“There were compromises at
that time too.
“We let lhcm take out trees al-
down,”

But Groham Smith whe runs the
Nimbin Sawmill belleves the con-
sorvationists are not interested tn
real compromises, N

He said an Environmental Im-
pact Study bad been done on the
Terania Creek logging area but
Drul&stmimt.}mn did not agree with

the deciyion.
“It's the same all over ggain ™ ha

sajd.

“And it will keep going until
they get the decisian they want.

“They have nothing to do and all
day to do it”.

ting up a second camp in the vi-
cinity lats on Sunday afterncon.
Soon after dag'llsht & convoy of
15 loggers in four-whee! dreives
and two timber jinkers snaked to
the edge of the forest behind an
unicu.!nu:d lae skidder (loader).
d by three State

Late in the day it app d cer-
tain Stote Forests would close
Wollumbin and Mebbin - an ac-
tion which would algnal to pollce
they could legally clear the forest
occupation,

About 200 protesters blockaded
North Wollumbin Road at the
north-western edge of the forest
at Mtrst light yesterday after set-

Fore:: employees heated ex-
changes tock place over the
blockade before North East For-
est Alllance (NEFA) spokes-
persons crossed over for negotia-
tions.

After two hours of negotiations
a lone protester padlocked to a
steel cattle grid ser herself free
after agrecing to a request for

timber workers to pick up 18 logs
felled the previous woek.

The logs, bound for a Coffs
Harbour mill, were then loaded
an to the jinkers and trucked out
of the forest to a chorus of Jeers.

The operation. negotiated by
State Forests's supervisor af
eperaticns In the Murwillumbah
Management Area. Cel MeCly-
mont, took three hours to com-

o,

But that was the only and Lagt
coneession regotlated oo the day
by NEFA, with organiser Dallan
Pugh zaying further negotiations,
at a higher pollcy level! would
now be sought with State Forests.

Mebbin Forest dispute ‘in hands of police’

But whila protesters claimed
victory and sat down to a strate-
gy meeting local loggers, gath-
ered an private property outside
the forest, were uneasy about the

industry.

Timber worker John Hall was
already trying to sell his forest
ine; work out-

Summing up yesterdsy's con-
frontation. Gary Long described
It as a clagh of ldeolosles with
conservationists against logpers.

“In the past State Forests had
called for police to come in an ro-
move protesters - it's in the
hands of the police now.”

Memorles of Terania

® (Loft) For
protester De
Grebner

terday’s .

ockade had

“much the same
son of
atmosphere” as
the protests at
Teranla Croek in

Police
‘fully
briefed’

NORTHERN HRAegion
polica wore fully
Inte

sitemoon followln

Wiy
tumbln State Forest,
Forasts
spokesperson sald
“the police would be

this after-

noon and  fully
“Our Act allows ua
lo closs the forest
but it's up to the
police sfer that,™ the
spokesperson said.
“But wa're hoping it
doesn't go that

polica
port highlighling ak
Ieged activites
in Wollumbin 5:::
Ing & fhv-houwr block-
ads by 200 protest-
er

“All wo can do is
warn them they
shouldn't be therp,”
the spokesperson
sadd." But thers s no
talk at this stage of
closing the loreat.

We'rs hoping to ro-
solve this without
controntation,”

Esrly yestorday
moming opemtions
were stood down In
Woltymbin Stete Fer-
es! becauss of pro-
teat actions, the

spokasperson saki.

But ho said it was
hoped the Deferred
Forest Assassment
process would have
alloviated problems
with logging.

—




FREIGLLY LUTUIERIIOTUS
John Corkill said the
move was the latest de-
velopment in the on-go-
ing dispute about forests
in the Maurwillumbah
management area.

“These overt threats
are designed to intimi-
date ordinary people
from supporting our
democratic -non-violent
defence of high conserva-
tion value forests,” said
Mr Corkill.

Violence

He said the union had
not given anyone an as-
surance they would not
use violence.

*“‘The union has made
a grave ¢rror in attempi-
ing to stand over mem-
bers of the community.

“These threats bave
set back the union move-
ment’s environmental
credentials.

“The CFMEU ap-
pears intent on burying
the proud tradition of co-
operation between work-
ers and the community to
protect areas of out-
standing heritage value.”

He said it was now a
matter for the Industrial
Relations Court to rule
whether the union’s al-
leged threats of violence
were unlawful ‘industrial
action® or illegal threats
made by union leaders.

Mr Corkill said he re-
gretted making the appli-
cation to the Industrial
Court but he ‘could not
tolerate union
strong-arm tactics’ un-
dermining the public’s
right to non-violent pro-
test action through
threats of injury.

“The forests of the
wet sub-tropics, includ-
ing Mebbin and Wollum-
bin state forests, are in-
ternationally significant
and are worth defend-
ing.”
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Meat exports threatened
«scmeneseet | by US hygiene concerns

. By DAVID PASSEY

Rural Writer 23 1/75 st

Australian abattoirs are pruduc-
Ing “unacceptable levels of contam-
Inated beef® because some fall to
control hygiene, inspect meat ade-
quately and lack quality assurance
procedures, according to the
United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA).

The USDA yesterday named 14
abattolrs deemed to be “unaccept-
able” or “marginally acceplnbru"
and reiterated 1t would halt Aus-
tralia’s $1 billion beef trade unless
strict meat standards were met.

In releasing the report of lts
inspection late last year — the
detalls of which were confidential
until now — the USDA conflirmed [t
had found centaminated meat at
some of the 30 abattoirs Inspected
and found “large-scale non-compli-
ance” in many.

The USDA summarised its key
concerns as:

@ The control of vermin;

@ [neffective contamination pre-
vention during processing;

® Inadequate meat inspectlon;
@® A lack of yuality assurance
programs.

The Australian Quarantine
Inspection Service sald it recogni-
sed the gravity of US sentiment but
said meat seld here was safe.

Six abattoirs were rated “unac-
ceptable™ and barred from export
rights to the US.

These are: Southern Country
Foods in Wagga Wagua, NSW;

Rockdale Beef in Yanco, NSW;
Wodonga Meats in Wodonga, Vic-
torin; Ki Export Abattolr on
Kangaroo Island, South Australia;
R.J. Gilbertson, Altona North,
Victoria, and E. G. Green snd Sons
In Harvey, Western Australia.
Eight abattolrs were rated mar-
glna]l{ acceptable. They are:
Wingham Abattoirs in Wingham,
NSW; R.J. Gilbertson In %outh
Grafton, NSW; Cargill Australiain
Wagga Wagga, NSW; Portland
Freezing Works in Portland, Vic-
toria; Castricum Brothers in Dan-
denong, Victoria; G.and K. O'Con-
nor in Pakenham, Victorla; South
Australian Meat Corporation in
Gepps Cross, South Australia; and
Australian Meat HoldIngs in Pur-
rawunda, Queenstand. .
Abattolrs contacted either refused
to comment, describing the tssue as
“too political™, or said they were on
target to meet USDA requirements
by the deadline of February 8.
Mr John Carter, who was for 10
years head of the NSW Meat
Industry Authority, sald some NSW
ahartoirs had a very high standard,
but others were cause for concern.
“We have too many abattoirs to
be economic,” he said. “As a
cansequence corners get cut. We
are the biggest exporter of beel to
the world so it Is vital we drive a
massive rationalisation of the
industry or we will be cut eut.”
Beel exports are Australia’s
second largest export earner, pen-
erating ahout $3.2 hillion o year.
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on nuclear
Weapons

By DON GREENLEES
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THE Minlster for Forelgn w the commission meeting Ir

Affalrs, Senator
calted yesterday for the cre-
ation of a’ “new_ global

nuclear compact” to build
the momentum and the pol-
itical will for total nuclear
disarmament.

The idea of a nuclear accord
was mooted as one member Qf
the Government’s Canberra
Commission on the Ellmin-
atlon of Nuclear Weapons
warned urgent action was
required to prevent the world
drifting into “nuclear cnaos”.

The Swedish head of the Uni-
ted Nation's speclal commission
on the elimination of Irag's weap-

ons of mass destruction, Mr Rolf |

Ekeus, sald the Canberra Com-
mission was meeting against a
background of “pathetic pass-
wity* by, in particular, the
nuclear States and gave the -
commlssion the "potential to

e a slgnificant contribution
m the cause of disarmament. .

e are moving in the dlrec
ttqn of what 1 would call nuclear
chaos, we are moving in a very
dafgerous dlrectlon. s Mr
Ekeus sald, ‘

“It is Interesting to see how
lifitle has been done after the
end of the Cold War, there has
been hardly any effort by gov-
ernments.”

In Its first meeting over three
days, the 1T-member group of
international ‘eminent persons
started a debate on the goals of
a blueprint to be handed to the
Federal Government in August,

The chairman of the commls-
glon, Australia’s ambassador to
the United Nations, Mr Richard
Bulter, sald there was broad
agreement that eliminating
nuclear weapons was an achiev-
able ambition, bubt would
require a8 new ways of thinking
about internatfonal security
and possibly reform of the char-
ter of the UN.

Earlier, in an opening speech

Parllament

Evans, Evans argued the group wa:
“uniquely well-placed” to make &
historic eantribution to the goa
of eliminating nuclear weapons

He spelt out & complex work
agenda for the commission basec
on simultanecus and mutually
reinforcing Initiatives on fow
levels: In the global arena, among
regional organisations, hetweer
nuclear-weapon BStates and fr
the threshold and undeclarec
nuclear-weapon States,

Although Senator
argued th!s apnroach coulk
advance the goal of a nuclear
free world, he added
thing more is needed” to spul
the push for disarmament. , A

“What is needed now is réam
a new global nuclear eom
he sald.
shared global understanding
.and commitment by both thl
nuclear weapon States and thi
non-nuclear .weapon Btates 4
enter, in good falth, into.th
geparate ;but ; relasted jpego
tiations ... to fulfil the promis
that we shall live in & world fre
of nuclear weapons.} N

House, Senalol

Evan

sume

"Bythialmesns

He described this compact

not a formal treaty but a “high
leve! political understandin
between governments? , tha
might ultimately hecome K

written declaration.” |, |,
Benator Evans, howevel
acknowledged that eliminatin

nuclear weapons would take
long time, even under the mos
optimistic conditions.

Presenting what the Govern

ment sees ag the key Issues fo
the commission, Senator Evan
advocated the developing ¢
linkages between
weapons-free  zones’
South Pacific, South-East Asl:
Latin America and Africa.

nucleai
in th

He also promoted the idea ¢

a Middle East nuclear-weapor
free zone, possibly as part of th
reglonal Peace process.
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Meat exports threatened
by US hygiene concerns

8y DAVID PASSEY
Rural Writer 23 / ‘lg sMH

Australlan abattolrs are prudm-
ing “unacceptable levels of contam-
inoted beel™ because some fail to
control hygiene, Inspect meat ade-
quately and Iack quality assurance
procedures, according to the
United States Department of Agri~
culture (USDA).

The USDA yesterdny named 14
sbattofrs deemed to be “unaccept-
able” or “marginally acceptable”
and relterated it would halt Aus-
tralia’s $1 billion beef trade unless
strict meat standards were met.

In releasing the report of its
inspection late last year - the
details of which were confidential
until now - the USDA conflirmed it
had found contaminated meat at
some of the 3D ahattoirs inspected
and found “large-scate non-compli-
ance” in many.

The USDA summarlsed its key
Loneerns us:

@ The contrel of vermin;

® lueffective contamination pre-
vention during processing;

@ lnadequate meat inspection;
@ A lack of quelity assurance
programs.

The Australian Quarantine
Inspection Service sald i recogni-
sed the gravity of US seatiment but
said meot sold here was safe.

Six abattoirs were rated “unac-
ceptable™ and barred from export
rights to the US,

These are: Seuthern Country
Foods in Wapga \\’a;,;.,a. NSW;

Rockdale Beef in Yanco, NSW;
Wodonga Meats in Wodonga, Vie-
toria; Ki Export Abattolr on
Kangareo Island, South Australla;

Gilbertson, Aliona WNorth,
Victoria, and E.G. Green and Suns
in Harvey, Western Australia.

Eight abattoirs were rated mar-
ginnllg acceptable. They are:
Wingham Abattoirs in Wingham,
NSW: R.J. Gilbertson in South
Grafton, NSW; Cargill Australia in
Wagga Wagga, NSW; Portland
Freezing Works in Purtland, Vic-
toria; Castricum Brothers in Dan-
denong, Victoria; G.and K. G’Con-
nor In Pakenham, Victoria; South
Australian Meat Corporation in
Gepps Cross, South Australia; and
Australtan Meat Holdings In Pur-
rawunda, Queensiand.

Abattolrs contacted either refused

to comment, describing the issue as
“tuo political”, or said they were on
target to meet USDA requirements
by the deadline of February 8.
Mr John Carter, who was for 10
years head of the NSW Meal
Industry Authority, said some NSW

abattlrs had o very high standord,
but others were cause for concern. *

“We have too many abaltoirs to
be economic,” he safd. “As a
canscquence corners get cul, We
are the biggest exporter of beef (0
the world so 1t is vital we drive o
massive  rationalisation  of  the
industry or we will be cot out”

Beel exports are Australia’s
second largest export earner, gen-
erating ahout $3.2 billion a year.
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Evans calls
for accord
on nuclear

weapons

By DON GREENLEES

THE Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Senator Evans,
called yesterday for the cre-
ation of a’ “new  glohal
nuclear compact” to bulld
the momentum and the pol-
itical will for total nuclear
disarmament.

The ldea of a nuclear accord
was mooted as one member of

. the Covermment’s Canberra

Commisslon on the Elmin-
ation of Nuclear Weapons
warned wurgent action was
required to prevent the world
drifting Into “nuclear chaos”,
,The Swedish head of the Uni-
ted Natlon's speclal commission
on the ellmination of Traq’s weap-

ans of mass destruction, Mr Rolf |

Ekeus, said the Canberra Com-
mission was meeting agalnst a
bal:kgrm.md of “pathetlc pass-
Wify” by, in particular,. the
nugl States and gave the
commission the 'potentiad to
make o significant contribution
to the cause of disarmament. .

"We are moving in the direc!
tmq of what I would call nuctear
chaos, we are moving in’ a yery
difjgerous  direction,” . Mr
Ekeus sald.

“It Is interesting to. see how
liftle has been done after the
enil of the Cold War, there has
been hardly any effort by gov-
ernments.”

In its first meeting over three
days, the 17-member group of
international ‘eminent persons
started a debate on the goals of
a blueprint to be handed to the
Federal Government ih August.

The chalrman of the commis-
slon, Australia’s ambassador to
the United Natfons, Mr Rlchard
Bulter, said there was broad
agreement that ellminating
nuclear weapons was an achiev-
able ambltion, but would
requlre a new ways of thinking
about international securlty
and possibly reform of the char-
ter of the UN.

Earlier, ln an opening speech
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to the commisston meeting In
Parliament House, BSenator
Evans argued the group was
“uniguely well-placed” to make a
historic contribution to the goal
of ellminating nuclear weapons.

He spelt out & complex work
agenda for the commisgion based
on simultaneous and mutually
reinforcing initlatives on four
levels: in the global arena, among
regional organisations, between
nuclear-weapon Btates and in

Although Senator Evans
argued this approach could
advance the goal of & nucleat-
free world, he added “some-
thing more 1s needed” to spur
the push for disarmampent: } i

“What is needed now 1s ;
6 new global nuclear. colppagg
he said..“By. this. I, mean”
shared global und

.and corhmitment by both' the

nuclear weapon Btates and the
non-nuclear .weapon 8tates o
enter, in good, falth, into, the
separate :bui rrelated 1nego
tiations ... to fulfil the promise
that we shall liveina world free
of nuclear Weapans.’t agrk i
; He described this compact a4
not a formal treaty. buta “high
leyel poiltical ., understandin
between govemments" tha!
might ultimately beoomemi
written de"muopﬂz 1 oeWiten
8enator | Evans, ., however
acknowledged that ellmlnat.uu
nuclear weapons would take
long time, even under the mos
optimistic conditions. ¥
Presenting what the Govern
ment sees as the key 1ssues [0
the commisslon, Senator Evan,
advocated the developing o
linkages between  nucleat
weapons-free zones In  th
South Pacific, South-East Asls
Latin America and Africa. _ *
He also promoted the ldea o
a Middle East nuclear-weapon
free zone, possibly as part of th.
regional peace process.
optnm__b ALY FH LT
. f’age 1‘1 LLI £
——

— s

T h o el e,



