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Piotesters are 
ready for 
confrontation. 

By 

it 

DEBBIE SCI-IIPP 
Anti-logging protesters were 

lying in wa in the Whian Whian 
State Forest ready to fight any move 
to begin logging operations, a 
spokesman for the Whian Whian 
Heritage and Environment Network 
(W)WHEN) said yesterday 

Meanwhile, logging contractors 
yesterday refused to move logging 
equipment into the Murwfflumbah 
Management Area and Whian 
Whian following the announcement 
of the blockade. 

They would not move in equip- 
ment until the NSW Government 
could 'guarantee their safety and the 
right of their employees to work 
unhindered by protesters', Mr Russ 
Ainley of the NSW Forest Products 
Association said. 

"our experience has been that 
police cannot effectively control for- 
est confrontations," Mr Ainley said. 

"Violence, disruption, harass-
ment and sabotage have been the 
greens' agenda in the forests and for- 
est workers have had enough. 

.ft is not worth going bankrupt 
while the Government supports the 
greens. 

UnleS the Government can pre- 
vent continued disruption form 

extremists, then timber industry 
operations wifi not continue." 

WW}IEN spokesman Stephen I 

Duthy said the blockade followed the 
breakdown of negotiations with 
State Forests over logging at Whian 
Whian. 	 - 

"They refused to protect endan- 
- gered fauna in line with what is cuf- 
rent best practice," Mr Duthy said 

We we  will take whateverhon4. 
violent action is necessary to pre 
vent logging. 

"I have spoken with police to open, 
lines of communication, we hae" 
people in the forests and people, 
preparing to move in and the blOck-
ade will begin at the first sign of any 
work." 	 -: 

Mr Duthy said WWHEN woUld1  
not purposely put anyone's safety at 
risk, but nor could it guarantee safe-c 
ty. 

Mr Ainley said the logging operç 
tions had been approved, and all nec- 
essary licences, with regulatorY con- 
ditions, obtained. 

Mr Duthy said WW}{EN wanted 
no logging to start until issues of 
protecting fauna habitat had been 
addressed, and a review of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Section 
120 licences was completed. 
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• Getting down to talks - NSW Minister Kim Veadon 
and Federal MP Neville Newell begin discussions with 

conservationists and loggers. 

By 
CHRIS LAMBEHTh 

CF ISIS talks held in Mur-
willurnbah succeeded after 
six hours of intense negoti-
ations yesterday - bring-
ing peace to northern New 
South Wales forests. 

The peace talks, called on 
Wednesday . during 
protracted negotiations, will 
end the 10-day continuous 
occupation of Woilumbin 
and Mebbin State Forests 
west of Murwillumbah. 

Minister for Land and 
Water Conservation Kim 
Yeadon announced at 
5.30pm yesterday that a 
compromise had been 
reached with conservation-
ists. 

Under the agreement Mr 
Yeadon said loggers would 
now be able to return to 
work on Monday; - ending 
the forest stand-off. 

Declaring the NSW Gov-
ernment had held rirni on 
its position of resource se-
curity Mr Yeadon said he 
would look at a range of 
management. issues in the 
Murwillumbah Management. 
Area. 

"We have determined 
some 	threshold 	is- 

sues 	. and further dis- 
cussions will be on-gomg 
from there," he said. 

"But the Government has 
just simply looked at man-
agement issues in Murwil-
luinbab and there's been no 
question of a roll-back in 
the resource that will be 
available and that we re-
quire up until the end of 
June 1996." - 

In the meantime the 
Gteen representatives will 
put the proposition to forest 
protesters "that the deal is 
acceptable and they will 
withdraw," he said. 

"Now we have to wait 
and see how that's re-
ceived." 

The negotiations involved 
separate talks with six dif-
ferent groups representing 
the local community, indus-
try and loggers, the Con-
struction Forestry Mining 
and Energy Union. the 
North East Forest Alliance, 
Police and Forestry. 

Under the negotiated set-
tlement State Forests will 
undertake pre-logging flora 
and fauna surveys in com-
partments 16 and 19 of Wol-
lumbin SF over the next 
three days so logging can  

re-commence on Monday. 
The agreement would in-

troduce, on a trial basis, 
pre-logging flora and fauna 
surveys throughout the 
Murwillumbah Management 
Area within a period of 
about three months. 

iA Murwfflumbah adviso-
rfcomnilttee would also be 
set up to review harvest 
plans and that its first job 
will be to review the pro-
posed harvesting plan for 
Whian Whian State Forest. 

The Government also 
agreed to apply the pre-
scriptions for flora as out-
llned in the Deferred Forest 
Agreement document in 
consultation with NEFA 
and the current fauna pre-
scriptions adopted by State 
Forests would also be ad-
hered to. 

NEFA spokesperson Dai-
Ian Pugh said conservation-
ists had given an undertak-
ing to try and facilitate the 
re-commencement of log-
ging on Monday. 

"We are assured it will be 
a balanced committee and 
not dominated by any inter- 

est group," he said follow-
ing yesterday's protracted 
negotiations. 

"It's a negotiated outcome 
- a significant compromise 
on our behalf but we have 
seen some significant gains 
as welL 

"Getting pre-logging flora 
and fauna surveys up and 
nmning is a major outcome 
for us - that's one thing we 
have been after for a long 
time." 

Community spokesperson 
and Mt Burrel grazier Jim 
O'Brien said he would just 
wait and see what panned 
out on Monday. 

"We're not presuming 
anything. If it pans out that 
these genflemen go back to 
work, yes, I'd welcome any-
thing that would enable 
them to work," Mr O'Brien 
said. 

And with an undertaking 
to stay away from the scene 
of the intense forest stand-
off Mr O'Brien said "that'll 
give the people occupying 
the forest the opportunity 
to get out as speedily as 
they like". 

 

and Federal MP Neville Newell at yesterday's meeting. 
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Sawlog quotas for the Urbenville social and econoiniô development 	1ng levels, with grazing to hi 
State Forests mnnigement area wifi . Forest actititlés lOoed'at lb the fl 	excluded from 110 	reserves am 
be reduced by 30 per cent between statements Include loggthgflre 	regeneration areas 	A' ' 
July next year and June 1997 management grazing, road con -:• Continue to allow mihtars 

The move is a result of an envi- 'structtonrecreaUon anbeekee?ctralñffig . éxercIses in the forests 
ronmental 	Impact 	statement ing 	 'with the exclusion of the propose 
released yesterday by State Forests jUrbenvWedlsfri4t foitstèr Paul 	ibdntinibar National Part. 
of NSW 	- 	ai,  Sharpe said the exlstlngquota of r 	• Allow gravel extraction fron 

The management. area- covers "34,600 cubic:  metr&Of.; .guality 	quarries less than two hectares ii 
the headwaters of the Richmond sawlogs from Urbenville would be 	area -' 
and Clarence rivers, and stretches maintained until Jut but 	 Eme ElS/FIS will be on publl 
from Kyogle to the Queensland bor- ing would tur only In tegrowth 	display at libraries and Stat' 
der 	 , 	- 	-. forests. 	. 	- 	Forests offices until March 1 wher 

The EIS and accompanythg : :OtheiCgey proyosalè :pf: :thb 	.public submissions will close. s 
fauna impact statement took more ELS/FiS include 	 'rhe public display penod give 
than three years to complete and" 'e TliecSafin 'of. eight extra :.people another chance, to -hav,  
looks at forest management in the flora reserves. 	.a 	a-"-bput Into the EIS process and haw 
areafor the next 10 years and its !'slntroducdon otthe gap andtheIrsayonanylssuesto,dowith 
impact on flora and fauna, water duster haftestlng method; 	::;propos&d forest activities,'. Mr 
quality erosion and the region's S Maintenancepf cun'entgraz-JSbarpe said. 	. 

'............. 

Yeadon broketstófèst peace 
Crisis talks held in Murwillum- that we require up until the end of 	The agreement will introduce 

bah succeeded after six hours of June1996," he said-... . 	. 	on a trial basis, pit-loggjng florz 
intense negotiations yesterday in . 	in thémeantima Snservatlon- 	and fauna surveys in the manage 
ending the 10-day occupation of isis' . leaders 	would 	tell 	the . ment area within three months. 
Wollumbin 	
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and 	Mebbin 	state .protesters.to.withdrav he said. 	. 	A Murwiliumbah advisory corn 
forests. .. . The.negi*iafions. involved the 	mittee will also be set up to review 

Mr Kim Yeadon, Minister for. locaL community Industry and log- 	harvest 	plans, 	beginning 	with 
Land and Water Conservation, gers; The Construction Forestry 	Whian Whian. 
announced a compromise had been Mining and Energy Union, the 	,. NEFA 	spokesperson 	Dallar 
reached with conservationists. Log- North East Fbrest;Alllance police....Pugh said: "it is a negotiated out 
gers will return to work on Monday. and Forestry. 	.:c; 	' .. 	come. A significant compromise or. 

"The Government has simply Before logging begins" State 	our behalf, but we have seen som' 
looked at management issues in Forests will survey flora and fauna 	significant gains as welL Gettin; 
Murwillumbah and there's been no in compartments 18 and 19 at Wol- - prerlogging flora and fauna survey: 
question of 	a roll-back - in the lumbin over-the next three days so 	up and running is a major outcom' 
resource that will be available and logging can resume on Monday 	for us." 
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FUl.l.f)Wtr'Jfl a chaotic chain of events the 
Minister tin Land and Water Conservation Kim 
Veadon bought another 24 hours of relative 
peace to an unusually silent forest west of Mur-
willuinbah yesterday. 

For the third day In succession the sound of 
chainsaws and logging machinery had been si-
lenced by the continued occupation of Woflum-
bin State Forest by conservationists. 

And, for the third day, also loggers and sup-
porters gathered outside the forest demanding 
police clear the protesters and allow them to 
return to work. 

Scenes were tense in both camps as Casino 
District Marketing Manager Col Stapley Jock-
eyed between the groups with ministerial up-
dates under the protection of police. 

After two hours of negotiations Involving the 
Minister's office, State Forests, police, loggers 
and conservationists a decision was reached, 
which was to end ' for the day - the possibility 
of confrontation. 

Conservationists cheered the decision by Mr 
Yeadon to call a top level meeting of interest 
groups in Murwillumbali this morning - a deal 
the North East Forest Alliance (NEFA) negoti-
ated by phone, in the absence of loggers, with 
the Minister's senior adviser Penny Wong. 

But 15 minutes later the group of 70 loggers 
camped alongside Tyalgum Road at the north-
ern access point to the Wollumbin forest were 
stunned by the news. 

Believing an earlier press release by the Min-
ister calling on conservationists to allow timber 
workers to continue had ended the issue in 
,1,,I,- r.,,..,,. 	•h,, 	....,,;,.,,,,.,,, .1 i,.. ..i_.. _.. 

By 
CHRIS LAMBERTH 

iiieenseu loggers 
conduct 'ugly 
terror campaign 

te 

Silence follows forest chaos 
News cl v1t /  t\ 
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howd own i.n 
Mebbin... looms 
By CHRIS LAMBERTH 
THE battle over forest logging through-
out the Murwiflumbah Management. 
Area looked more like a Mexican 
stand-off in the bnnrni capital of the 
State's north yesterday. 

In a cocktail of comment matching 
the Tweed's diversity, antagonists from 
both sides of the debate hurled abuse 
across the divide. 

While Minister for Land and Water 
Conservation, Kim Yeadon, again 
urged conservationists not to abandon 
the process, the Greens' MLC Ian Co-
hen urged protesters to greater feats of 
endurance in their stand against the 
loggers. 

The Construction, Forestry, Mining 
and Energy Union (CFMEIJ) threatened 
to call on the NSW Police Force to end 
this week's renewed blockade of Meb-
bin State Forest, reiterating that 
greens had picked on the wrong union. 

And the North East Forest Alliance 
(NEFA) advised loggers and their sup-
porters "not to put their heath in a 
noose". 

Green protesters plodded into Meb-
bin State Forest in dribs and drabs on 
Monday with numbers reaching almost 
50 yesterday and the NEFA is expect-
ing well over 100 by the end of today. 

NEFA spokesperson. John Corkill, 
said yesterday numbers were building 
up for today's peak while a permanent 
base camp had been set upat the Meb- 

bin Forest piailc area with the facili-
ties to cope with the inThir 

"We're here for the duration," Mr 
Corkiu declared just a day after Ian 
Cohen, while launching the Save the 
Wet Sub-Tropics campaign, urged pro-
testers to safeguard these crucial for-
ests of the Mt Warning Caldera". 

"We're asking for as many people as 
possible to come to Mebbin - we'd like 
to see hundreds." Mr Corkill said. 

"We're not expecting trouble but we 
will be prepared for it. We'll have 
people with cameras and videos so if 
the loggers have got half a brain they 
would be well advised not to put their 
heads in a noost" 

Meanwhile CFMEU's forestry arm 
policy officer. Mark Greenhill, labelled 
the occupation of the Mebbin forest as 
unacceptable, unlawful and undemo-
cratic. 

Claiming protesters were "holding 
workers to ransom", Mr Greenh ill said 
the union was "not going to tolerate 
ir. 

"Our response Is that we will go into 
the forests and confront this issue with 
the Greens directly," he said. 

"More importantly we intend to take 
our story to the media and highlight 
the plight of innocent people whose 
livelihoods, whose homes and whose 
Mmiii pq are being unjustly and illegal-
ly threatened by NEFA," be said. 

"We also intend to call upon the 
NSW pollee to do their job and ensure 
that these people and their lawful right 
to work is safeguarded, 

"It's unacceptable, we believe unlaw-
1W, we believe it's undemocratic and 
we are not going to tolerate it I don't 
know exactly what form confronting 
the Greens in the forest will take, ex-
cept to say we will avoid violence at 
all costs." 

Mr Veadon said yesterday that 1.5 
million hectares of State forests stand 
to be protected pending assessment fol-
lowing Ounparalleled advances in for-
est conservation in NSW". 

"Following the community discus-
sion process virtually all of Nullum 
State Forest more than half of Whian 
Whian and more than half of Mebbin 
State Forest are proposed for protec-
tion pending assessment. 

Ix 

• Construction, 
Foesty, 
Mining and 
Energy Union 
çCFMEU) 
Faesty arm 
policy officer 
Mark Greenhill. 
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Pro?. Marry Recher 

ltliaS forest reserve tys-
1cm wouri be dnomed If 
the process of assessing 
forests for protection - 
due to be fInUseU on 
Fr-iay - is not thanged. 

They said Australians 
shouicl he worried about 
tl;i' outcome ox the Fad-
eral GovnrnmeflUl! Nat-
ional hrert Policy 
Statement. 

"All it is, is a politial 
exercise to avoid a con-
Irontatic'tm over Woixi-
cltpping." said Professor 
Re-flier, who addressed a 
NCilitIfiC corafeltflre at 
Un;'el,dt y of 'rerji 

nology in Sydney yester-
day. 

The eanferelice catIRri 
Horizons of Science. 
which attracted some ot 
the world's leading scien-
tists. was convened to 
debate current Issues on 
biodiversity. 

"The reserve system in 
Australia lx not very 
good. 

"In NSW, there Is very 
little old gTOWth forest 
text.. They shouldnt be 
aliowed to touch it. 

"The systcln is flawed 
and the current assess-
ment is not the way C-fl 
go. 

He said the Deferred 
Forest Assessments sys-
tem, which would ident-
ify high conservation 
areas to be protected 
from logging while more 
detailed examinations 
took place, was being 
abused. 

Professor 	Itecher 
claimed there was no bio-
diversity criteria being 
used for the assessments 
said more animals and 
plants faced extinction 
as a result. 

- 

I'— 	 - 

• 	• 	Fauna cientists living in 
• 	'ghettos' 

siam poncy 
on forests.  
LEADING Aunt-

milan scientists con-
demned the Federal 
Government's forest. 
policy in a rare Public 
outbttrrt yesterday. 

At a confen!nre it) Syd. 
ney, they accused the 
Government of :tppea-s-
ing the timber iriflustrV, 
despite the science corn-
ntunitY.s usual rcltic-
tance to erittcisu for tear 
of I iiiidlti4 cuts. 

They also attacked the 
national park sisterri in 
P45W as tning totaliy 
inadequate. 

Two melnbkrs oi the 
National lJli)diversil,y 
Council warnel that 
Canherrn' determina-
tion to avoid confron-
tation with the trigging 
industry would result In 
the loss Of nu,re native 
sprries. destruction or 
old growth (crests and 
an appalltng legacy of 
forest protection. 

Professor Harry Re 
clier, from the Univ,ir. 
say of New England. and 
Pr(,fpssor Huali P.,ssl-
ngliatn, from Ac1&aide 
iln;i'ersity, said Al.ct 

Unknown animals face extinction 

ZUSfl clearing was 
forcing aidmais intv 
"cte'tvt4; ghetias". in 
whIch they could aol. 
develou prOperly, us 
loading hiflloflbt mid 
yesterday. 

Vuntre for Vuitier-
vatlon Biology director 
Craig Montz said in-
creasing development 
was leaving unly "small 
paiches" of bu.ctuiand 
(Ut unit-naP. to ilvc in. 

The "patches" pre-
vented interaction be-
tween animals that. 
w5 i-itS in their evol-
ution. Mr Moritz ald 
at a Biodiverslty Fo. 
rum in .Sydney. 

"InlaRilie if you were 
no longer able to travel 
between suburbs and 
could only choose 
mates front your,  str.ajl 
local community," Mr 
Merits said. 

"Your local r.Qmfltun-
ay would become in-
bred and. when iot. 
would not be restoreri." 

'This Is happenitig to 
a substaiut-lal pro-
portion of Austraiia's 
wildlife because of 
fragmenttttlofl and 
degfldation ci their 
hatuitat7 

Mr MQsitz also said 
reducing animals to 
the "ghettos" would 
make them less able a, 
deal with chaagtLc to 
their enviu'olimeflt. 

Several aninuals, in 
eluding green turti. 
and ghost ba:. are en-
dangered eeaue of 
degradatic'n of their 
breeding environ-
ments- 

MILLIONS uf unciLscnvered 
Species are ununr threat of ex 
tllletlon in Australia simplY be-
cause we do not know they exist. 0 
flew report SM'S. 

Professor Harr RecIter. tiern 
the University of New England. 
said: "When riot constrair.r:d by 
tuore consen'ative colleagucs. I 
have argued that Australia has 10 
million speties." he said. 

Prof Rerher said this made 
estllnatp.c of 50 million species for 
the entire planet pale into ins:uz-
nil iCaiir.e. 

Scientists have put the number 
of plant, and ai:lmal specica in 
Australia as low as 250.00G. 

By TREVOR SEYMOUR 

13ut. says Prof Recher's report 
- The Hodzon&i Of Science Fo. 
ruin orgauhed by the centre for 
SrieflL: Gommunleations at the 
University of 'rechnology - 'list 
nu:nher: of unknown animals 
live iii A usimlia, 

Based on the number of We' 
cies we have found on Just four 
succies Of ruictuiflitus at only two 
:ites. rven 01w millIon Species is 
probably too conservative au esti' 
mate. Prof Recher said. 

"WhElm considering that there 
are abotut 7CC different species Of  

eucalyptutiound in Australia. IL 
is easx Co sec how the number of 
invertebrate species may t,e 
much, greater i-han ret, we mi-
agine." 

With more than 25,000 other 
types oi plants In Australia, esti-
mates of up to 10 million species 
of anlmai.c are possIble. 

"By themselves, Australia's 
eucalypt forests are second only 
to the world's tropical rainforest.s 
in the number 01 specleri they 
support." Pro! Recher said. 

He said thousands of these 
animals could already have be 
come extinct because of the wide-
scale clearing of land. 
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Tweed forest blockade stops 
work, confrontation tipped 
By GARY CORBETT 
CONSERVATIONISTS frustrated at what they 
descrihe as the mismanagement of the 1'weed's 
State Forests, have blockaded the Mebbin, 
Woilumbin and Nullum State Forests. 

The hiockades have effectively halted all 
timber felling work in the three forests and 
threaten to spark a major confrontation 
between the conservationists, private tree 
Felling contractors and the State Forest Service. 

The Mebbin State Forest was the centre of 
the protest action yesterday, with 
conservationists establishing a base camp close 
to an area where contractors Gary Long and 
,lohn Morton were felling trees for railway 
sleepers and posts. 

Following the non-violent blockade of the 
forest on Tuesday the timberworkers walked 
off the job, however they are due back on site 
today to resume work. 

With the conservationists vowing to halt all 
work, a stand-off is expected. 

According to protest leaders Sue Higginson 
and Georgia lieger the protesters were 
prepared to ilo whatever was necessary to 
prevent work resuming. 

Ms I-iigginson said the protesters intended to 
stay in the forest as long as was necessary to 
get an assurance from Land and Water 
Conservation Minister, Kim Veadon, that he 
would improve forestry practices in the area. 

'The reason we are here is to basically pull 
State Forests Into line,' she said. 

"To do that, we are prepared to stay here 
until we get a concrete demonstration from Mr 
Yeadon that he intends to adopt sensible and 
improved forestry practices." 

While not prepared to predict the outcome of 
the impasse, State Forests Casino District 
marketing forester. Col Stapley. said the 

• NSW State Forest service supervisor Col McLaymoni wiui cuclselvaIuvuuuaLa 

base camp in the Mebbin State Forest. 

logging contractors had done nothing wrong to 	lii s Ii vol i It xnl - They 5 h OIl 1(1 return all ci 

spark the protest. 	
continue working.' 

I-Ic said the contractors had been working in 	Mr Slapley said he hc pcd n egot iat ions could 

the area for more than two years and had the end the blockade, however if the logging 
full backing of the Forest Service, 	

contractors were physically stopped from 
"We believe they have a legitimate right to working. "appropriate steps would be taken". 

be there and would like them to continue to be 	
"Obviously the protesters are sincere, 

there," he said. 	
however the minister (Mr Yeadon) has been 

"We certainly regard any interferences as briefed on the situation and he has said that 
obstruction. It is a person's right to carry on logging will continue." 
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Blockade standmoff 
Amid accusations of "lies, 

unacceptable standards and 
incompetence", the main group 
of industry supporters broke 
from the fast-deteriorating 
situation to reform for 
discussions 50 metres away. 

But blanketed in cloud and a 
soft drizzling rain, tensions 
mounted again when small 
groups formed throughout the 
Mebbin picnic area to exchange 
threats and innuendo. 

In the end nothing was 
achieved according to NEFA 
spokesperson John Corkhill. 

"It's hack ih the hands of the 
politicians again our meeting 
in the forest didn't solve 
anything." 

The call went out late on 
Wednesday for the local 

• North East Forest Alliance protest leader Sue Higginson oilers 
information to Mt Burrel lantolder and member of the Tweed Total 
Catchment Management Committee Jim OBrien, while Tyalgum 
sleeper cutter Gary Long and Construction, Forestry, Mining and 

Engineering Union organiser Mark Greenhill look on. 

community, ma'ny of whom gain 
their livelihood from the 
forests, to "get off their butts 
and get out and get wet". 

According to Gary Long, a 
Tyalgum sleeper cutter locked 
out of the forest by the 
blockade, the community's 
answer was loud and clear. 

"NEFA say they have the 
backing of the majority of the 
community but I dispute that - 
there's a lot in the community 
around here who don't agree," 
Mr Long said. 

Conservationists blockaded 
the Mebbin and Wollumhin 
Slate Forests on Tuesday 
following the shut down of 
native forest operations In • 
Nullum State Forest last week. 

All timber felling throughout 
the Murwillumbah Management CFMEU Policy Office in Sydney. 
Area was effectively halted 	representing Mr Long as the 
following the devastation of a lone union member affected by 
population of a rare rainforest 	the blockade, declared "this 
tree. 	 man is working lawfully and 

Two Mebbin SF timber the community from the area is 
workers voluntarily withdrew standing together saying let this 
but were due back on the job man work". 
yesterday morning threatening 	"Your action is endangering 
to spark a major confrontation 	the process . . . damaging the 
while protesters vowed to accord and this man should be 
continue their battle. 	 left to work," Mr Greenhill said. 

A representative from the "This is about the 
Construction, Forestry, Mining Murwillumbah Management 
and Engineering Unio Area which is legally open to 
(CFMEU) was flown in f 	logging - let's see now long it 
Sydney to address the gathern 	tays closed for. We're here to 
along with North Coa't—.-..Qrotect our members. We are 
organ iser Don Frater of "flot going to let you shut down 
Lismore. 	 this area work will continue 

Mark Greenhill from the 	here.' 

By CHRIS LAMBERTH 

A TENSE stand-off developed in 
Mr:hhin State Forest yesterday 
when 15 protesters clashed 
headon with a determined 
group of local forest industry 
5tl;)pOrters. 

During a hour of sometimes 
angry and abusive exchanges 
neither group gave ground in 
what turned out to be a show of 
force by about 80 residents and 
supporters from Brays Creek 
and 'l'yalgum. 

Outnumbered about five to 
one, the sinail contingent of 
North East Forest Alliance 
(NEFA) protesters stood their 
ground demanding an end to 
illegal forestry practices within 
the Murwillunihah Management 
Area. 

But NEFA protest leader Sue 
Higginson was equily 
determined calling for sound 
management practices to be 
adhered to throughout the 
management area. 

Ms Higginson said protesters 
intended staying in the forest as 
long as was necessary to gut an 
assurance from Land and Water 
Conservation Minister Kim 
Yeadon that he would improve 
forestry practices. 

Later Gary Long, a sleeper 
cutter for 34 years, said he 
would not be returning to the 
forest while the blockade 
continued. 

In an emotional appeal, Mr 
Long called for the community 
not to react with violence 

In the Mebbin State Forest, shingle maker Stan Ceglinski makes a 
point with a conservationist in a tense stand-off yesterday. 
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By 
CHRIS LAMBERTh 
THE NSW Minister for Land and 
Water Conservation Kim Veadon 
sent a clear message to protesters 
yesterday to stay out of the forests 
and allow legal logging operations 
to continue. 

Mr Yeadon was referring to the 
blockade of state forests last week 
which halted all logging operations 
throughout the Murwillumbah 
Management Area. 

"We stand by that process al-
ready underway and will stand by 
that process," a spokesperson for 
the minister affirmed yesterday. 

"When those OFA (Deferred For-
est Area) agreements are in place 
we will take a really strong stance 
to ensure they are adhered to." 

North East Forests Alliance (NE-
VA) "green police" blockaded Wol-
lumbin and Mebbin State Forests 
last Tuesday in protest over "unac-
ceptable standards of forestry man-
agement" throughout the Murwil-
lumbah Management Area. 

But by late last Friday NEFA 
changed course and called on Fed-
eral Member for Richmond Nevifie 
Newell to step in to protect endan-
gered species known to inhabit 
Mebbin State Forest south-west of 
Murwillumbah. 

NEFA spokesperson Sue Higgin-
son claimed Wollumbin and Meb-
bin State Forests formed a vital 
corridor between the World Heri-
tage listed Border Ranges and Mt 
Warning National Parks. 

Ms Higginson said the parks 
were a haven of international sig-
nificance for numerous species 
which were now endangered by  

3.,. 

clearing and logging.  
"The area contains eight nation-

ally listed endangered species of 
flora and three species of fauna 
which are in danger of becoming 
extinct," she said. 

"This includes the most endan-
gered bird in NSW, the Coxen's 
Fig parrot." 

A spokesperson said the minis-
ter would continue to monitor the 
situation closely while the DFAs 
were expected to be announced in 
the next few weeks. 

"We would urge people to be 
constructive about this process 
and we certainly won't endorse ex-
treme actions. 

"There are discussions going on 
between the States and the Com-
monwealth - the various submis-
sions put by the conservation 
groups and industry groups are be-
ing assessed at the moment," the 
spokesperson said, 

Mr Yead last week launched 
investigations into alleged 
breaches to proper logging prac-
tices in Nullum State Forest. 

"Immediately those allegations 
were made we moved to launch an 
investigation," the spokesperson 
said. 

"While that investigation is un-
derway we believe that people (by 
blockading forests) are pre-empting 
the outcome, - 

"We certainly think the investi-
gation (involving the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service and 
NEFA in site inspections) should 
be allowed to run its course. 

"We would not condone further 
disruption of the work lawfully un-
dertaken by timber workers." 

NEFA 'betrayed' 
North coast environmental groups feel angry and 

betrayed about the Federal Government's decision to 
issue woodchipping export licences in two stages, 
according to North East Forest Alliance (NEFA) 
spokesman John Corkill. 

Mr Corkill said Prime Minister Paul Keathg 'must 
be kidding' if he expected people to believe further 
export woodchipping was in the national interest. 

"The PM still hasn't realised that the public-interest 
argument of scientists and the environment movement 
ought to be given greater weight than the views of vest-
ed interests such as unions and woodchippers," he said. 

Mr Corkill said the Federal Government would lose 
public support, especially among younger voters, by 
implementing 'profit before planet' policies. 

NEFA also believed that recent Federal woodchip-
ping decisions would force 145W Premier Bob Carr to 
break his pit-election promise of ending woodchlp 
exports by the year 2000. 

The Federal forests policy released last Friday 
appears to be little different from the draft policy 
released earlier last month, according to NSW Forests. 

A spokesman for NSW Forests northern region said 
that 696 forestry compartments would be available for 
harvesting over the next six months, with the same con-
straints as usual. 

Fewer than 3000 compartments had been deferred 
until next June, pending environmental assessment, he 
said. 
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Greens W arn 
Nth Coast 

By PETER ELLEM 
Federal Labor MPs Harry Woods 

(Page) and Neville Newell (Richmond) 
no longer can take green preferences 
for granted, according to The Greens 
NSW returning officer for Page, John 
Corkill. 

Mr Corkill, a leading NSW envi-
ronmentalist, said the MP5' 'weak as 
water' performances on Deferred 
Forest Areas had left members of The 
Greens angry; frustrated and with a 
sense of betrayal. 

"(National candidate for Page) Ian 
Causley is obviously bad news for the 
environment, but Labor cannot lay 
claim to any moral high ground, par-
ticularly during its current term of 
office," he said. 

"The Commonwealth has failed 
miserably to make the NSW 
Government protect endangered 
species' habitats and 32 of the most 
rare forest types. - 

"Harry Woods and Neville Newell 
largely owe their 1990 and 1993 elec-
toral victories to the green vote. 
However, none of the major parties 
should assume that green preferences 
are 'a given'.., we are considering all 
our options." 

The Greens NSW made up of 
The Summerland Greens and the 

C r-3  
Clarence Valley Greens in i'age - 
have opened' their pre-Selection 
process. Theyplan toruna sttong 
campaign alongside the Tweed-Byron 
Greens, which already has pre-select-
ed Annette Coyle as The Greens' can- 
didate for Ricbmond
-Mr Corkill said The Greens NSW 

also was 'clearing the decks' for the 
next Federal election by calling on the 
Australian Electoral Commission to 
deregister Al Oshlack's Richmon&
Clarence Greens. 

The 	Greens NSW, The 
Summerland Greens, the Tweed-
Byron Greens and the Australian 
Greens have written to the AEC, alleg-
ing that the Richmond-Clarence 
Greens does not have the required 500 
individual members, is constitutiom
allY flawed and has little or no elec- 
toral support. 

Mr Oshlack said the Richmond-
Clarence Greens would hold a Press 
conference in Lismore today and was 
polling its members on whether it 
should voluntarily deregister as an 
independent Federal political party. 

• Do you have a comment on this 
issue? Ring the Star Feed Back line on 
24 3266 and let us know what you 
think- 

Labor MP 
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St py away 
MP tells 
protester 's 
CHRIS CAMBERTH 
THE NSW Minister for Land and 
Water Conservation Kim Yeadon 
sent a clear message to protesters 
yesterday to stay out of the forests 
and allow legal logging operations 
to continue. 

Mr Veadon was referring to the 
blockade of state forests last week 
which halted all logging operations 
throughout the Murwillumbah 
Management Area. 

We stand by that process al-
ready underway and will stand by 
that process," a spokesperson for 
the minister affirmed yesterday. 

"When those DFA (Deferred For-
est Area) agreements are in place 
we will take a really strong stance 
to ensure they are adhered to." 

North East Forests Alliance (NE-
VA) "green police" blockaded Wol-
lumbin and Mebbin State Forests 
last Tuesday in protest over "unac-' 
ceptable standards of forestry man-
agement" throughout the Murwil-
lumbah Management Area. 

But by late last Friday NEFA 
changed course and called on Fed-
eral Member for Richmond Neville 
Newell to step in to protect endan-
gered species known to inhabit 
Mebbin State Forest south-west of 
Murwillumbah. 

NEFA spokesperson Sue Higgth-
son claimed Wollumbin and Meb-
bin State Forests formed a vital 
corridor between the World Heri-
tage listed Border Ranges and Mt 
Warning National Parks. 

Ms Higginson said the parks 
were a haven of international sig-
nificance for numerous species 
which were now endangered by  

clearing and logging, 
"The area contains eight nation-

ally listed endangered species of 
flora and three species of fauna 
which are in danger of becoming 
extinct," she said. 

"This includes the most endan-
gered bird in 145W, the Coxen's 
Fig parrot." 

A spokesperson said the minis-
ter would continue to monitor the 
situation closely while the DFAs 
were expected to be announced in 
the next few weeks. 

"We would urge people to be 
constructive about this process 
and we certainly won't endorse ex-
treme actions. 

"There are discussions going on 
between the States and the Com-
monwealth - the various submis-
sions put by the conservation 
groups and industry groups are be-
ing assessed at the moment," the 
spokesperson said. 

Mr Yeadon last week launched 
investigations into alleged 
breaches to proper logging prac-
Uces in Nulluni State Forest. 

"Immediately those allegations 
were made we moved to launch an 
investigation," the spokesperson 
said. 

"Whi.lrthat investigation is 'in-
derway we believe that people (by 
blockading forests) are pre-empting 
the outcome. - 

"We certainly think the investi-
gation (involving the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service and 
NEFA in site inspections) should 
be allowed to run its course. 

"We would not condone further 
disruption of the work lawfully un-
dertaken by timber workers." 
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State. for.ests 
NEFA members an 'orange alert' 

Threats of 'war' in disputed forests The statement repeated earlier 
throughout the Murwillumbah man- threats by CFMEU (forestry arm) poli- 
agement 	area 	could 	land 	the cy officer Mark Greenhill during a 
Construction. Forestn Mining and confrontation 	with 	protesters 	in 
Energy Union (CFMEU) in trouble, Mebbin State Forest a week earlier 
according to a North East Forest Declaring 'war' against the conser- 
Alliance (NEFA) spokesman vatlonists, Mr Greenhill said they had 

NEFA's John Corkill sald'yesterdar picked on the wrong union. 
the threat by secretary of the CFMEU. - Mr Corkill warned yesterday lawful 
Gavin Rifler, in Sydney last week action to remove protesters could be 
could result in disciplinary action or undertaken only by the police. 
assault charges against the union. NEFA moved to 'orange alert' after 

And as! the psychological war rain cleared from the Tweed late last 
gained moipentum on. the eve of tthe:. Wednesday asking its people to stand 
State '. Government's 	dçcislon 	on by for further actions, including a 

--Deferred. Fkest Assessñiênt, threéH' Snewed forest camp. 
Dorrigo me 	were found guilty of NEFA said protest actions through- 
affray after forest protesters were beat- out the Murwillumbah management 
en in the streets. - 

area would continue and called on sup- 
Magistrate Jeff Lynden warned the porters not to succumb or be intimi- 

three men in Bellingen Local Court dated by union threats. 
yesterday that further assaults or At the height of forest blockades 
intimidation would see them back two weeks ago, ugly scenes developed 
before the éourt. -• 	 -. 	 . in Mebbin State Forest when 84) forest 

Mr Hillier was reported as saying industry supporters confronted a 
the union- 'would take any:  action by small troupe of NEFA protestert 
conservationists personally and use Meanwhile, NEFA has condemned 
force to removepmtesters at any fur- NSW Minister for Land and Water 
ther (forest) blockades'.: 	. . ..... conservation Kim Yeadon and his 

"They will know -what the:trenches Deferred Forest Assessment process. 
are all about when we are £nished rininiing It had no scientific credibili- 
with them," Mr Hillier rej,ortèdly said. ty and lacked published methodology. 
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Uniôii's threats 
come undet fire 

• 
 By CHRIS LAMBERTH 
THREATS of "war" hi disputed forests 

¼  throughout the Murwillunibab Management 
Area could land the Construction, Forestry. 
Mining and Energy Union (CFMEIJ) in trou-
ble, according to a North East Forest Alli-
ance (NEFA) spokesperson. • a 

NEFA's John Corkifi said yesterday the I 

Hillier In Sydney last week could result In (I) 	
threat by secretary of the CFMEU, Gavin 

Z 	
disciplinary action or assault charges 
against the union. 

And as the psychological war gained mo-
mentum on the eve of the State Govern- 

S. ment's decision on Deferred Forest Assess-
ment three Dorrigo men were found guilty 

• 	 of affray after forest prOtesters were beaten 

t 	a 	 in the streets- 	 - 
— 	 Magistrate Jeff Lynden wirned the three 

0 	5 a 	 men in Bellingen Local Court yesterday that x 	 further assaults or Intimidation would see 
them back before the court- 

Mr Hillier was reported saying the union 
"would take any action by conservationists 

t 	4 	
personally and use force to remove protest- 
ers at any further (forest) blockades"- 

"'They will know what the trenches are all 
about when we are finished with them," Mr ,  - 
Hillier reportedly said. - - 

CFMEU (forestry arm) policy officer Mark 
, 	 The statement repeated earlier threats by 

Greenhill during a confrontation with pro- 

t 	 testers in Mebbin State Forest a week earl- 

a Declaring "war" agiilrlst the conservation- 

C 	 ists Mr Greenhill said they had picked on 
the wrong union- 

Mr Corkill warned yesterday lawflul action 
to remove protesters could only be undertaic- 
en by the police- 

4'
s

NEFA moved to "orange alert' after rain 
cleared from the Tweed late last Wednesday 
asking its people to stand-by for further ac- 

b 	
tions inclu - g a renewed forest camp. 

NEFA said protest actions throughout the 
Murwillumbah Management Area would 

g 	
continue and called on supporters not to 
succumb or be Intimidated by Union threats. 

At the - height of forest blockades two 
weeks ago ugly scenes developed in Mebbin 

- 	 SF when 80 forest industry supporters con- 
fronted. a small- troupe of NEFA protesters. 
• Logging 9TOUPS issue warning to 
Federal Govetnmen Page 5 
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in cooee of the world's largest 
known Ironbark tree. 

The timber workers' union 
says it will use force to remove 
protesters from blockades, 

Construction, Forestry, Min-
ing and Energy Union officials 
have threatened to go into the 

forests and confront the pro-
testers, - ----- 

Conservationists from the 
North East Forest Alliance 
moved into the camp on Sun-
day to stop logging in the area, 

Logging contractor Gary 
Long said he had agreed to stop 

logging this week. But he said 
---his-options for neitweek Ui-

chided to begin felling trees 
again at the risk of action by 
the protesters or move his 
equipment out at a cost "which 
no one's going to reimburse me 
for". 

THURSDAY, DECEMOER 7, 1995 	
THE COURIER-MAIL - 3 

Showdown looms at world's largest ironbark 
A SIIOW1)OWN between con-
servationists and the timber 
Industry is looming in the 
Mebbin State Forest in north-
ern New South Wales. 

More than 100 protesters 
gathered at a camp west of 
Murwillumbah yesterday with- 
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'could lead 
to arrest' 

they don't leave we'll be having enough 
people there to carry them out," he 
warned. 

But Sergeant Runt said yesterday the 
action by Mebbin protesters was not a 
blockade. - 

"Vehicles can pass through the forest 
unhindered and the loggers are work-
ing," he said. 

"What they are doing is not illegal. I 
was up there this morning (Thursday) 
and it was quiet and peaceful." 

If the situation did deteriorate Ser-
geant Hunt said police were ready to re-
spond but at the moment it was just 
"rhetoric". 

However, that would change in the 
event State Forests closed Mebbin ren-
dering any occupation of the forest ifie-
gal - police could then act to clear the 
protesters, he said. 

Meanwhile a group of local residents 
from the Tyaigum. Brays Creek and Mt 

Btrrel areas with a stake in the 
operations of the forests have already 
briefed Murwillumbah police on the sort 
of action they would be likely to take in 
reiation to the forest blockade. 

Tweed Catchment Management Com-
mittee member and Mt Burrel grazier 
Jim O'Brien claimed yesterday the block-
ade was illegal and was not just affecting 
the operations of timber workers. 

"Farmers depend on the forest as a 
source of fence posts, stockyard material, 
p'les for houses, etc," he said yesterday. 

While disturbed by the news of the 
union plans to bus loggers into the area 
next week Mr O'Brien said the local 
group would likely be calling on the 
police to clear the forest as soon as pos-
sible. 

The group was also likely to seek talks 
with NEFA people sometime this week-
cnd but with litile hope of changing their 
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By CHRIS 
POLICE t 
members LIILIIL 	VJC'LL115 

from Mebbin State Forest next week that 
their actions could lead to arrest and 
charges being kid. 

A senior police officer issued an offi-
cial warning to unionists yesterday that 
any action to move conservationists from 
the forest could lead to arrest on charges 
of assault. 

Murwillumbah's Senior Sergeant Peter 
Hunt said police were monitoring the 
Mebbin s:uation but did not view te 
current action by conservationists as iJie-
gal. 

This follows the announcement late on 
Wednesday that organisers from the 
CFMEU intend to bus timber industry 
workers and supporters from throughout 
northern New South Wales into Mebbin 
State Forest next Monday for a decisive 
showdown with conservationists. 

Forestry boss Gavin Rifler said Meb-
bin SF was a "go" area for loggers as far 
as the State Government was concerned 
"and we will be there next Monday 
morning to take the appropriate action". 

Mr Hillier said he intended having 
talks with the NSW Police Association 
today "to make sure they understand 
what we are doing". 

"We'll be going down to ask them (the 
protesters) to leave on Monday and if  

rs ,  warned 
- 	 views. 

"It's alright for big groups like the 
union grabbing all the Boral employees 
to come in and do that sort of thing," Mr 
O'Brien said. 

"But the nastiness is created locally 
and the local people have to live with it. 

"We will not be involved in any way 
in physically handling any person . we 
believe the cleaning out of the forests 
would be done by police andwe wouldn't 
take any action in regard to that. 

"That's different to what the union 
does but we know that the unions are 
fighting for credibility and membership 
and they've got to be seen to be an 'ig-
gressive force that will stand up for their 
members. 

"The unfortunate consequence of all 
this is that the union can come in and 
create a friction situation and walk away 
and the locals are left with a simmering 
problem." 

In other developments yesterday Mem-
ber for Murwfflumbah Don Beck tabled a 
petition in Parliament containing 650 sig-
natures bringing to the Government's at-
tention that legitimate logging operations 
in Nullum, Mebbin and Wollumbin for-
ests were being blockaded or threatened 
by blockades, 

Mr Beck asked for the forests to re-
main open because of concern loggers 
were being held back from legally log-
ging the forests. 
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we had grown ourselves, but nothing that grew up nat. tinily." 
Mr Hall saidhe had red cedar in his kitchen which was mi lled from timber his family had grown. 
"I only supply to small mills and spend 90 per cent of 

my time thinning regrowth. I would like to keep the 
(forest) argument sensible," he said. 

NEFA seeks to have 
union de-registered 

NEFA's John Corkjil has 
responded to comments by 
the Construction, Forestry 
Mining and Energy Union 
by trying to get the union 
de-registered. 

The moves follows com-
ments made by ?JSW 
CFMEU secretary Gavin 
Hillier in the Sydney 
media late last month, in 
which he declared all-out 
war on conservationists' as 
a result of continued 
forests disputes. 

Mr Corkill lodged his 
application for de-registra. 
tion this week with the 
Industrial Relations Court. 

MR CORKILL 

bfLrn £M'r-' 

Logging Supporters 
to hold forest rally 

• 	A show of support for small logging operators in the 
Tweed caldera forests wilt be held on Sunday at Mebbin 
State Forest. 

• 	According to logger John Hall, the gathering wi ll  I inclti 	representation from politicians, four-wheel. 
drive enthusiasts and horseback riders. 

The gathering will be held on the eve of an informal 
summit between NEFA and the Consti-udion Forestry, 
Mining and Energy Union to discuss the immediate 
future of the Tweed caldera forests. 

NEFA has said it wants all of the forests closed to 
logging until detailed environmental assessment takes place. 

NSW Forests is prepared.to  close 80 per cent of the 
caldera's forests under the Federal Government's 
Deferred Forest Agreement announced one week ago. 

l\fr Hall, who supplies six local mills, including 
those in Nimbin and ICyogle, has agreed not to cut any 
more timber in the Wollumbin State Forest until the 
dispute is resolved. 

"I can understand (NEFA's) position, but it makes it 
hard on people like me. This is starting to hurt finan- cially ... Forestry maintains there's nowhere else for me to go." he said. 

"Eighty per cent of these forests are (temporarily) 
locked up. Surely we can come to some arrangement" 

Mr Hall said he had worked in the bush all his life 
and planned to do so for the remainder of his days. 

"My grandfather worked in the bush. We had 1000 
acres of land on the slopes of Mt Warning," he said, 

"We cut hardwood on the ridges, but were never 
allowed to touch the rainforest, We could only cut what 
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THE North East For-
est Alliance has 
launched a bid for the 
cancellation of the reg-
istration of the Con-
strüction, Forestry, 
Mining and Energy 
Union in the Austra-
lian Industrial Rela-
tions Court. - 

The alliance made a 
formal application to the 
court last week after the 
union declared 'all-out 
war on conservationists'. 

Alliance co-ordinator 
John Corkill said the 
move was the latest de-
velopment in the on-go-
ing dispute about forests 
in the Murwillumbah 
management area. 

"These overt threats 
are designed to intimi-
date ordinary people 
from supporting our 
democratic -non-violent 
defence of high conserva-
tion value forests," said 
Mr Corkill. 

Violence 
He said the union had 

not given anyone an as-
surance they would not 
use violence. 

"The union has made 
a grave error in attempt-
ing to stand over mem-
bers of the community. 

"These threats have 
set back the union move-
mebt's environmental 
credentials. 

"The CFMEU ap-
pears intent on burying 
the proud tradition of co-
operation between work-
ers and the community to 
protect areas of out-
standing heritage value." 

He said it was now a 
matter for the Industrial 
Relations Court to rule 
whether the union's al-
leged threats of violence 
were unlawful 'industrial 
action' or illegal threats 
made by union leaders. 

Mr Corkill said he re-
gretted making the appli-
cation to the Industrial 
Court but he 'could not 
tolerate union 
strong-arm tactics' un-
dermining the public's 
right to non-violent pro-
test ation through 
threats of injury. 

"The forests of the 
wet sub-tropics, includ-
ing Mebbin and Wollum-
bin state forests, are in-
ternationally significant 
and are worth defend-
ing." 



A SMALL group of Tweed timber workers turn-
ed the table in Wollumbin State Forest yester- - 
day setting up their Own blockades and isolat-
ing about 60 protesters. 

Timber workers set up a vehicle blockade 
early yesterday morning on North Wollumbin 
Road a few kiometres south of the Wollun,bin 
protest camp preventing reinforcements, food 
and watei from reaching the group. - 

And at the northern end of North Wollumbin 
Road just off Tyalgum Road, a gate allowing ac-
cess to the forest through private property was 
padlocked- - 

While the forest blockade was removed by 
midday alarm bells were ringing at NEFA 
(North East. Forest Alliance) headquarters in 
Keen Street, Lismore. 

NEFA coordinator John Corkill reported at 
11 am "a group of angry loggers with sticks" 
had set up a vehicle blockade shouting "you've 
cost us our jobs". 

"At this stage we're not clear whether we 
want to actually call for police or whether we 
just sit it out," Mt Corkill said. 

But .an hour later Mr. Corkill reported the 
blockade on the south side of their Wollumbin 
camp "seemed to have been wound 
back . .people are now gaining access". - 

At the same time about 40 timber workers - 

gathered at the -Tyalgum Road gale for discus-
sions with State Forest personnel. 

Tweed police, called to the scene to maintain 
the peace, ordered all forest roads to remain 
open to traffic while Casino District marketing 
foreman Col Stapley, with regional sales man-
ager and media adviser, entered negotiations 
with industry workers and protesters. 

Late yesterday a State Forests spokesperson 
said antagonists bad pulled back from the 
brink of confrontation. 

NEFA appeared satisfied its 11-point log of 
claims, put to assistant district forester Ray 
Bulley during negotiations at Monday's block-
ade, was moved up the line to State headquar-
ters and the minister via the regional office. 

"1 really haven't got any solution I can- give 
you over the phone," the spokesperson said late 
yetetday. "We're going back tomorrow for fur' 
ther consultation." 

"If we can resolve this by some sort of quick 
consultation -we're not talking a nine months 
period like at Whian Whian here - there may 
be a solution. 

"We can't afford to have industry stood down 
for nine months or anything like that. Some-
thing has to be resolved quickly and maybe 
there are some points in this plan that can be 
resolved quickly." 

In the meantime NEFA was directing the res-
olUtion plan through the Sydney office of The 
Greens MPs Ian Cohen and Richard Jones for 
mention in State Parliament. 

"We'll be wanting a response from the Gov-
ernment because a promise from Col Stapley is 
worth nothing," Mr Corkifi said. 

"A number of the things we are asking for he 
can't ptomise so the matter is well and truly 
out of his hands ... that's where the minister 
(Kim Yeadon) will have to get his act together," 

A spokesperson for the Minister for Land and 
Water Conservation Kim Yeadon said late yes-
terday the situation was being closely moni-
tored. 



Write to P0 Box 423, Llsmore. 2480 Fax 244321 
Email edtw<nor.com.au  
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The $2 billion a year trade deficit in 
forest products will only ever increase 
while environmentalists '  demands impose 
job losses and destroy, Australia s forest 
indusnies and naral communities. 

- Ignoring urban environmental degrada-
tion and acceptance of mining in the 
forests is clear pmof that the greens cam-
nign is politically based and has little to 
do with the wise conservation of our 
forests. The shrill cries from greens com-
plain of the impact of forestay on koala 
habitat, but cannot produce any credible 
evidence of that impact. Meanwhile 59 
koala deaths in the town of Port Macquar-
ie in a single year passes with barely a 
mention. The fact is that koalas are thriv-
ing in the managed multiple-usc forests. 

While the media revels in the exisgger-
talons and untruths of the greenies. Aus-
india's politicians remain deaf to the truth 
of forest management. Forest workers and 
their families demonstrate on a daily basis 
their commitment to the long terni sustain-
ability of their activities, the conservation 
of our native flora and fauna, the welfare 
of the rural communities and their substan-
tial contribution to Australia's national 
debt. The rage and frusmation of otherwise 
nonaal country folk has built to an intoler-
able level. 

The• NSW - timber industry operates 
under ihe greatest burden of regulatoty 
control of any industry in Australia or the 
world. More forests of Australia are 
reserved for no legitimate function than 
anywhere else in the world. Yet the 
extreme greeniés still want more and bit-
Sy complain about the few small forests 
and plantations now dedicated for timber 
çsoduction:When will the politicians wake 
up! When will the rest of Austraiia realise 
that they too will become a target for the 
greenies! - 

RUSS AINLEY, 
Coffs Harbour 

"office is not tempered with practical' 
experience, i.e. spending much time in the 
company of foresters, tree fellers and snig' 
gets, the end result will be as usual, one 
sided and of Little value, 
- Many timberworkers have worked 70 
hours per week and more. not-by-choice, 
but by having to battle the elements of 
nature to stand on their feet to support their 
families and not be dependent on others. 
At the same time supplying timber require-
meats of society.  

It is very frustrating for these hard-
working sawmill workers to be thwarted 
by a number of people, some of whom 
have dubious money earning pursuits who 
supposedly support the native flora and 
fauna. My bet is that the 'locked up'. 
forests will be infiltrated with some not so 
native species for the use of n select few. 

Many young people to-day equip them-
selves for professional skills. agricultural. 
trade pursuits etc., by firstly involving 
themselves with academic studies at Uni-
versities. Agricultural orThfe colleges fol-
lowed by 'hands on' learning experience. 
Forest management, harvesting knowledge 
and basic timber technology is not 
aequired in a day or two and needs lots of 
practical experience, be you mean by. the 
term 'destroying our heritage' that trees 
should never be cut down'? What a waste 
of resources! 

We all agree that we need to keep as 
much of our flora and fauna as possible. 
especially koalas and tart animals. The 
only thing in question is how to go about 
it Whether the eucalypt forests we logged 
or not we will eventually have bushflres. 

The main and most sensible thing to do 
would be to minimise the ferocity and 
scope of these fires. Unless someone has a 
brilliant idea of preventing fires altogether. 

This then brings us to the point of to log 
or not to log. By not logging you will have 
a greater volume of fuel build-up with no 
means of minimising the effects. If you 

T " br fttijr 	- have fougbt bush tires or grass rites. no 
(2 
l\G4L. (es-r$ - 	- 	.--. 

LISt 	_'t 
INrefaencetoNatalièFallsletterof 

I'm sure a hell of a lot haven't, you know 
whatlmean, 

20110195 would respectfully suggest she I say manage the forests on a sustain- 
WHEN will the State and Federal (Joy- read from- the-dictionary the meaning of able basis, protect our fauna and flora and 

ermnents realise the one cost of the envi- the word 'academic' and' hope that she economy to the best of our ability for as 
ronmental movement With Ii million ha. 'would ante at the conclusion that there long as possible, for who knows what the , 
of sustainably managed forest, in NSW "oreds to be wademicit and practical people - world population growth will bring. Face I 
alone, reserved in the latest round of for a tandem society to satisfactorily turn- up to the facts. 	 - 

- 	,. 	REGHARTLEY. assessments 	the 	greens' 	voracious 
appetites remain unsatisfied' 

a' 60;:z:rs;4fft-U 	''..,:. 
If working up to 70 hours a week in a • 	 Bentley 
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Forest cOnfrontation. cools 
Blockade removed as peace pact is discussed 

- Union backs doáfl 
on threat to eject 
greenies by force 

- THE Construction Forestry Mining and Energy 
Union (CFMEU) backed away yesterday from its 

- threat last week to bus timber workers into Meb-
bin State Forest to eject protesters. 

Northern union organiser Don Frater said yes-
terday it was more prudent to continue negotiat-
ing behind the scenes with the New South 

- Wales Government on timber industry restruc-
turing than to confront greenies in the forest. 

"Can you imagine whit would have happened 
if we had bused 500 people into the forest - 
with 300 protesters there it would have been an 
unstoppable riot," Mr Frater said. 

The CFMEU had been negotiating with the 
NSW Government since its election in March 
this year on industry restructuring, according to 
Mr Frater. 

And with at least two timber mills throughout 
the north expected to close before Christmas 
and up to 10 more tipped to close within the 
next 12 months Mr Frater said "the union ac-
cepts restructuring must go ahead". 

He said the recently announced $120 million 
State and Federal Government package would 
be used toward retraining the workers and res- - 
tructuring the,industry towards value adding. 

At the same time Mr Frater said there were no 
funds available for small forest operators like 
Gary Long and John Hall "because we need 
them for the bigger mills". 

Mills at Drake, Tenterfield, Glen Innes, Armi-
dale, Kempsey, Thora and Dorrigo (and up to 
four on the south coast) were tipped to close 
leaving only a small number of independent and 
larger mills operating throughout the region. 

The Tweed has just one or two small mills 
- still operating with all logs supplied from private 
11 property. 	 -

Mvss 131/1 qr 

A small group of Tweed tim-
ber workers turned the tide in 
Wollumbin State Forest yester-
day, setting up their own block-
ades and isolating about 60 
protesters. 

Timber workers set up a 
vehicle blockade early yester-
day morning on North Wol-
lumbin Road, a few kiometres 
south of the Wolluinbin protest 
camp, preventing reinforce-
ments, food and water reaching 
the group. - - 

And at the northern end of 
the road, just off Tyalgum Rbad, 
a gateallowing access to thefor-
est thi-oügh-private property 
was padlocked., - - - 

WThiJe-the- -forest bkckader 
was removed by middayalarm 
bells were ringing at North East 
Forest Alliance headquarters in 
Keen Street, Lismore- - - 

NEFA co-ordinator John 
Corkill reported: "At 11am a 
group of angry loggers with 
sticks had set up a vehicle block-
ade shouting 'you've cost us our 
jobs'. 

"At this stage we're not clear 
whether we want to actually call 
for police or whether we just sit 
it out," Mr Corkilj said. 

But an hour later he reported 
the blockade on the south side of 
their Wollumbin camp seemed 
to have been wound back 
- "People are now gaining 
access." 

- At' the same time about 40-. 
timber -workers - previously - 
stood clown from operations iii,  
Whian Whian, .44ullum aád-
Mebbin state foi-ests -- and a - 
handful of NEFA negotiators 
had gathered at the Tyalgum 
Road gate for discussions with 

State Forest personnel. 
Tweed police, called to the 

scene to maintain the peace, 
ordered all forest roads to 
remain open to traffic while 
Casino District marketing fore-
man Col Stapley entered negoti-
ations with industry workers 
and protesters. 

Late yesterday a State 
Forests spokesperson said 
antagonists had pulled back 
from the brink of confrontation. 

NEFA appeared satisfied its 
Il-point log of claims, put to 
assistant district forester Ray 
Bulley during negotiations 'at 
Monday's blockade, was moved 

rup th&line to State headquar-
'ters and the Minister- via the 
- rekidnal office: - - 

"We're going back tomorrow 
for further consultation;"- the 
spokesperson said. - 

"If we can resolve this by 
some sort of quick consultation 
- we're not talking a nine 
months period like at Whian 
Whian here - there may be a 
solution. 

"We can't afford to have 
industry stood down for nine 
months or anything like that. 
Something has to be resolved 
quickly and maybe there are 
some points in this plan that 
can be resolved quickly"- 

In the meantime, NEFA was 
directing the resolution plan 
through the Sydney office of 
Greens MPs Ian - Cohen: and 
Richard Jones for mention in 
tate Parliament. - - - - T 

.. A spokesperson for  Min-
ister for Land and Water Coli-
servation, Kim Yeadon, said tate 
yesterday the situation- iá% 
being closely monitored. - 
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A DELEGATION of 
NSW Government 

officials is to fly to 

Murwillumbah this 

mornIng for crisis 

talks between 

feuding greenies 
and timber work-

ers, as the threat 

of violence in the 

Woiltimbin State 

Forest escalates. 

Polite 	, cuiltirce- 
ittettis Fruits hI tnt ill- - 
tittittil, 	iwetil I Ic,itis 
and K tngsclilt were 

ti led ii, I he kirest yes 
terci,s> tiler reporls 
stunt t tin t,r si curLers 

net grcentes crc 'I rin-
fig I ltcmsclves. 

-\bout ISO timber 
ucorkers, their iamilies 
oud locti business pcopk 
iiuincit 'he ptiulests. which 
line .cen the greenies 
isol,ttcd in the loresi titer 
oads 0 the protest site 

were blockaded by log-
go's. 

the heated dispute 
lollouss three weeks of 
green blockades with pro-
testers calling for pre-log-
ging surveys to be con-
ducted beFore any 
logging resumes inthe 
State forests surround-
ing Murwillumbah. 

The greenies say rare 
species of trees and ani-
mals are threatened by 
the logging. 

State Forests spokes-
nan C-ui Stapley told the 
loggers )esterday, after a 
meeting with green pro-
test ers, that logging 
would be suspended until 
oIler today's meeting 

"We arent selling you 
out," said Mr Stapley. 

"hut logging will be 
suspended uniil we have 
li,itl these negotiations 
it 'h you, the Minister 
-i ill t ticiti Ig teen es) - 

I he dee 'ion came do-
spilt an earlier stalenuent 
bN I .tttd ( onservation 
sl nit or Kim Ytadon 
glsttig loggers the 

head I. 'ont I hue 
luei r logging opera tons 

Mr Yeadou said con-
sersatiunists in the Mur-
a iltunubsth are., were Ii-
nancitily ruining he 
limber ss.,tkers tur little 
glut 

"l)enianils to hilt all 

lugging in the entire 
Murw,liumbat, Manage-
mont Area are extreme 
and not consistent with 
this gosernnsents bal-
anced saltcies," he said. 

'%lc have set up a 
priest t Its t will establish 
the world's best national 
park and forest reserve 
system and in which con-
sersatuonists are involved 

"The risk of violence 
growing daily and it's 

on in no 	e's interests for 
this to continue." 

Mr Stapley told the 
iii ber a turk cr5 he coti Id 

n-il guaritittee th e  otit-
Cotise itf livia ys meet i tig 
but represen ta lives from 

all sides would be invited 
to atr their grievances. 

loggers erupted an-
grily to the news, saying 
they a-ould drag the 
greenies oui lhcmselves if 
the negotiations failed. 

"You are forcing us to 
go up there and throw 
them out," one angry 
timber worker shouted. 

'sir Stapley said for' 
estr tulticials had consid-
ered closing the forest, 
which would force the 
green protesters out but 
the cite i 'ion would ha' 
needed to be ru t lied by 
t Ito %l t nister 

• Continued on Page 2 

Limos, worlcsrs at wollumbin Slats For.st 
• PIcflar.as MICHAEL SAflflNaai 
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CONSERVATIONISTS protesting against log-
ging in the Nlehbin Stale forest want the area 
protected. 

Their blockade Is aimed at lorelng the Federal Go,-
eru,ment Into Including all the Mebbln Stat. Forest, 
benween Mt Warning and the Border Ranges NatIonal 
Park, Into a protected area. 

They say the area eonnaias rare and endangered 
species of trees and animals that would be threatened 
by any lutuire logging operations, 

Thursday, December 14, 1995 
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Crisis talks in 
logging fetid 

aoj4 	 i-4/'a/9c y'2. 
• From Page 1 	 rent dispute said Mr 
"We know for the protest- Rickeits. 
ers this fight isn't so 	"While we understand 
much weighing on this 	these people's concern for 
forest because if they win 	their jobs, this ugh' 
this battle they'll just 	campaign of terror is 
move on to the next for- appalling. 
est," he said. 	 tI cannot see what 

"State Forests has said 	they are even hoping to 
small operators can stay achieve by trapping peo- 
here and work as long as pIe inside a forest and 
it's viable, and we stand conducting no less than 
by that." 	 three night-time raids on 

Green protesters said 	the group, other than to 
they supported the timber maintain an ugly reign of 
workers' protests but felt terror against their politi-
threatened after about 30 cal opponents." 
environmentalists were 	Greens said tempers 
trapped in the forest, 	on both sides had flared 

North East Forest Al- during the past two days 
liance spokesman Aidan 	with intervention from 
Ricketts said the group 	the Minister and Premier 
had been harassed by 	Bob Carr the only solo. 
three 'vigilante groups' 	tion to the problem. 
during Tuesday night. 	Scnior Sergeunt f'etc- 

"Environmentalists 	liunt. of Murwillu,nb;jh 
have agreed to release all 	said police were conn- 
felled timber and logs re- 	trating On kccping the 
maining on the ground in peace. 
disputed Compartment 	"Ve're here to make 
IS of Wollumbin State 	sure everyone keeps their 
Forest in an attempt to 	cool and to remind both 
offer an olive branch to 	groups action will be tak- 
local timber workers dis- 	en if violence erupts." he 
advantaged by the cur- 	said. 
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Sawlog'output from.  
Urbenville cut 30pc 

Sawlog quotas for the Urbenville 
State Forests management area will 
be reduced by 30 per cent between 
July next year and June 1997. 

The move is a result of an envi-
ronmental impact statement 
released yesterday by State Forests 
of NSW. 

The management area covers 
the headwaters of the Richmond 
and Clarence rivers, and stretches 
from Kyogle to the Queensland bor-
der. 

The EIS and accompanying 
fauna impact statement took more 
than three years to complete and 
looks at forest management in the 
area for the next 10 years and its 
impact on flora and fauna water 
quality erosion and the region's  

social and economic development. 
Forest activities looked at in the 

statements include logging, fire 
management, grazing, road con-
sfruction recreation and beekeep-
ing. 

Urbenville district forester Paul 
Sharpe said the existing quota of 
34,600 cubic metres of quality 
sawlogs from Urbenville would be 
maintained until July, but harvest-
ing would occur only in regrowth 
forests. 

Othei- key proposals of the 
EIS/FJS include: 

• The creation of eight extra 
flora reserves. 

• Introduction of the gap and 
cluster harvesting method. 

• Maintenance of current grax- 

ing levels, with grazing to be 
excluded from flora reserves and 
regeneration areas. 

• Continue to allow military 
training exercises in the forests, 
with the exclusion of the proposed 
'lbonumbar National Park. 

• Allow gravel extraction from 
quarries less than two hectares in 
area. 

The EIS/FIS will be on public 
display at libraries and State 
Forests offices until March 1 when 
public submissions will close. 

"The public display period gives 
people another chance - to have 
input into the EIS process and have 
their say on any issues to do with 
proposed forest activities," Mr 
Sharpe said. 

Yeadon brokers forest peace 
- Crisis talks held in Murwillum-

bali succeeded after six hours of 
intense negotiations yesterday in 
ending the 10-day occupation of 
Wollumbin tnd Mebbin state 
forests. - 

Mr Kim Yeadon, Minister for 
Land and Water Conservation, 
announced a compromise had been 
reached with conservationists. Log-
gers will return to work on Monday. 

"The Government has simply 
looked at management issues in 
Murwillumbah and there's been no 
question of a roil-back in the 
resource that will be available and  

that we require up until the end of 
June 1996," he said. 

In the meantime conservation-
ists' leaders would tell the 
protesters to withdraw, he said. 

The negotiations involved the 
local community, industry and log-
gers, the Construction Forestry 
Mining and Energy Union, the 
North East Forest Alliance, police 
and Forestry 

Before logging begins State 
Forests will survey flora and fauna 
in compartments 18 and 19 at Wol-
lwnbin over the next three days so 
logging can resume on Monday 

The agreethent will introduce, 
on a trial basis, pre-logging flora 
and fauna surveys in the manage-
ment area within three months, 

A Murwillumbah advisory com-
mittee will also be set up to review 
harvest plans, beginning with 
Whian Whian. 

NEFA spokesperson Dallan 
Pugh said: "It is a negotiated out-
come. A significant compromise on 
our behalf, but we have seen some 
significant gains as well. Getting 
prelogging flora and fauna surveys 
up and finning is a major outcome 
for us." 



• Getting down to talks - NSW Minister Kim Yeadon 
and Federal MP Neville Newell begin discussions with 

conservationists and loggers. 

News 	. 	
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Crisis talks brim ng 
peace to forests 
By 
CHRIS LAMBERTH 

CRISIS talks held in Mur- 
I  willumhah succeeded after 

six hours of intense negoti-
ations yesterday - bring-
ing peace to northern New 
South Wales forests. 

The peace talks, called on 
Wednesday during 
protracted negotiations, will 
end the 10-day continuous 
occupation of Wollumbin 
and Mebbin State Forests 
west of Murwfflumbah. 

Minister for Land and 
Water Conservation Kim 
Yeadon announced at 
530pm yesterday that a 
compromise had been 
reached with conservation-
ists. 

Under the agreement Mr 
Yeadon said loggers would 
now be able to return to 
work on Monday, ending 
the forest stand-off. 

Declaring the NSW Coy-
ernment had held firni on 
its position, of resource se-
curity Mr Yeadon said he 
would look at a range of 
management, issues in the 
Murwillumbah Management 
Area. 

"We have determined 
some 	threshold 	is- 

sues - - and further dis-
cussions will be on-going 
from there," he said. 

"But the Government has 
just simply looked at man-
agement issues in Murwil-
lumbah and there's been no 
question of a roll-back in 
the resource that will be 
available and that we re-
quire up until the end of 
June 199t" 

In the meantime the 
Green representatives will 
put the proposition to forest 
protesters "that the deal is 
acceptable and they will 
withdraw," he'said. 

"Now we have to wait 
and see how that's re-
ceived." 

The negotiations involved 
separate talks with six di!-
ferent groups representing 
the local community, indus-
try and loggers, the Con-
struction Forestry Mining 
and Energy Union, the 
North East Forest Alliance, 
Police and Forestry. 

Under the negotiated set-
tlement State Forests will 
undertake pre-logging flora 
and fauna surveys in com-
partments 18 and 19 of Wol-
lumbin SF over the next 
three days so logging can  

re-commence on Monday. 
The agreement would in-

troduce, on a trial basis, 
pre-logging flora and fauna 
surveys throughout the 
Murwillumbah Management 
Area within a period of 
about three months. 

A Murwfflumbah adviso-
ry committee would also be 
set up to review harvest 
plans and that its first job 
will be to review the pro-
posed harvesting plan for 
Whian Whian State Forest. 

The Government also 
agreed to apply the pre-
scriptions for flora as out-
lined in the Deferred Forest 
Agreement document in 
consultation with NEFA 
and the current fauna, pre-
scriptions adopted by State 
Forests would also be ad-
hered to. 

NEFA spokesperson Dai-
lan Pugh said conservation-
ists had given an undertak-
ing to try and facilitate the 
re-commencement of log-
ging on Monday, 

"We are assured it will be 
a balanced committee and 
not dominated by any inter- 

est group," he said follow-
ing yesterday's protracted 
negotiations. 

"It's a negotiated outcome 
- a significant compromise 
on our behalf but we have 
seen some significant gains 
as well, 

"Getting pre-logging flora 
and fauna surveys up and 
running is a major outcome 
for us - that's one thing we 
have been after for a long 
time." 

Community spokesperson 
and Mt Burrel grazier Jim 
O'Brien said he would just 
wait and see what panned 
out on Monday. 

"We're not presuming 
anything. If it pans out that 
these gentlemen go back to 
work, yes, I'd welcome any-
thing that would enable 
them to work," Mr O'Brien 
said. 

And with an undertaking 
to stay away from the scene 
of the intense forest stand-
off Mr O'Brien said "that'll 
give the people occupying 
the forest the opportunity 
to get out as speedily as 
they like". 

'r a solution - NSW Minister Kim Veadon 
MP Neville Newell at yesterday's meeting. 
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AN application to deregister the Limber union 
has been lodged with the Industrial Relations 
Court after alleged threats of violence against 
environmentalists. 

Secretary of the Con- 
struction, Forestry, Mm- By Environment Reporter 
lag and Energy Union SIMON BENSON Gavin Hillier was the tar-  
get 	of 	the 	application Legal 	advice 	to 	the after comments about us- NEFA said the union had ing 	force 	against 	pro- "engaged 	in 	industrial testers. action that has had, is In 	an 	interview with having and is likely to The Daily Telegraph Mir-  continue to have a sub- rer on November 23 Mr stantial adverse affect on Hillier warned the unions the safety, health and would 	take 	blockades welfare of the community "personally" and use force or sections of the corn- to remove protesters. munity". "They will know what NEFA 	co-ordinator the trenches are all about John Corkhill said the when we are finished with 
them," Mr Hillier said. "overt threats were de- 

The move represents signed to intimidate "or- 
increasing 	hostility 	be- dinary people from sup- 

tween the two groups, porting our democratic 
which are set to go to war non-violent 	defence 	of 
over the Federal Govern- high conservation value 
ment's recent forest pro- forests". 
tection plan. "The union has made a 

The application, under grave error in attempting 
section 	294(1)(c) 	of 	the to stand over members of 
Federal 	Industrial 	Re- the 	community," 	Mr 
latlons Act 1988, has been Corkhlil said, 
lodged by the North East "These threats have set 
Forest 	Alliance 	whose back the union move- 
members believe they are ments' 	environmental 
the Intended targets• of credentials." 
comments by Mr Hillier. After a meeting with 

Thebikdown in je- -Mr YSdon, the greens 
lationsuietWeen envlron.4nded 

'a 
blockades which 

meat 	groups 	and 	the weS in protest at the 
union, which in March lojg1ng 	of 	Wollumbin 
had formed an historic Fore%t, - The 	minister 
alliance aimed at , soWiQ prd'rnised toonduct flora 
the forest Issue, prompt&t--andfaunaUh'eys of the 
NSW 	Forests 	Minigt"ejr area,, coiisld&ed a high 
KinrYeadon to; visit the. conservatlonr:&rea, 	and 
north-east last week to try- ceüe ldggMfuntil they 
and resolve the lmpasshave been completed. 
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At the time, Autho 
	%V$ 'Vrong. I ifl 	 forme- P 

secreta7 of the the State never do it aga'" , 5UCCPQct..tt Sion ° the 	divi- 
told the 11emt "If he Corkilj !eacher._ rlrnary sChooj 

Gavin 	
, have what,  it takes to 

Hillier, was quotes 	gh to make an saying his members Would 	•. wet lxintinue ti orcibly remove th nentalis who ha; envfron. deregistra0,. 
said the i were "digging trenchesn an 

planned 
know wli at the 	es 

wil 
are at 

with 
when we're finished 

Quoted as Mr Hillier was 
elegmpn 

saying in 
The Daily 

In December IslE CorkilJ aPPeared-before the Indurjjj 

By JOHN O'NEUj. 

leg An en ironmenta whose al 
10 	

action in 1991 Stopped gging in theChaejw State Forest in norrj]eTh NSW is Seeking to deregjr the Union reprentj  Worke 	 timber ,.s. 
Mr John Corkill, of the Nozt 

anc has aske4 the 
Relations Coun to 
nationally the 

(' 

W 	 I ldS 10 bend 

_iY:twaswrog I 

_J £vwung and Eneij Union (Cflq0, whith repre. sent 10,0% timbej  
NSw and IS00% work in 

nationwi e.  
In November, members of. 

the alliance blocbded tWo, State forest areas near 
Mjir'-wWumb where a timber. 

 contractor, Mr 
fln.-' - 

-- ut air Hillier says his y commenta have been miscon. 
strije by Mr Corkin, who, he 
said, he first-met 1 Oyean ago 
whe, "John had bib.and 
brace overalh with flowers 

all over them and 
dirty hair. Now he dresses up in a suit ancj tie, and 

you Wouldn't know it was the same guy." 

Mr Hillier said Mr CorIrill 

''"fl'ment' Mm-ister for Plan,pjg an 

appjjca. 
Mr Roben Webster, refussd 

• tion for a conse-.,auo order 
out on the Chaelun Forest with. 

seeing SUPportJng docu mentau0 The 
Land and Environment Court then 

ordered the minister to recon. 
sider Protecting the forest. 

The Indujai Relations Court will hear the deregj5j.. 
tion case on Febi-ua, 2. 
SPECTRUM I: Environmen 
talists and the Temple of Doom. 
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'It's 
the 
same 
all 
over 
again' 
• Stciy 
• Page 5. 

•?! ::,. Lr IL. alt. Logyors at Mebbin State Forest yesterday 
a'Ung For protestors to remove their makeshift blockade. Photos: 

Hi4ikeamey. 	 16
-  

PEA E 
HOPES 
FADE — — a 
LRls LAMBEATH 

the Mebbin forest over two weeks 

and PETER CATON 
ago, Mr Laig was being relocated 
yesterday by State Forests to the 

at Mebbin State Feint adjoining Wollumbln State For- 
MEI3BLN State Forest sleeper cut- 
ter Gary Long summed up yester- But a timber, log and human 
day's rutue attempt to return to blockade across a steel cattie-v -ld 
work in forests west of Murwil- 
Iunibah 	claiming 	"it's 	in 	the 

at 	the entrance to the forest 
brought an abrupt halt to the • Steely resolve: After two hours of negotiations, a lone protest- 

hands of the police now", plan, er ,  paocked to a steel cattle grid
' 
 set herself free to aflow tim- 

At the centre of a dispute in • Continued Page 5. ber wodwrs to pick up 16 logs felled the previous week. 
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This is Amtexw'e 'JRC 	',referred to in para - 
of the affidavit of John Robert Corkill affirmed in Lismore on - January 1996, before me: 

-1 

Forests 
expected 
to call 
in police 

By CHRIS IAMBERTH and PETER CATON at 
Mebbin State Forest, Murwillumbati 

Mebbin State Forest sleeper cutter Gary Long 
summed up yesterday's futile attempt to return to work 
in forests west of Murwillulflbah. saying it is in the 
hands of the police no'. 

At the centre of a dispute in the Mebbin forest two 
weeks ago. Mr Long was being re.located yesterday by 
State Forests to the adjoining Wouumbifl StateFOlSt. 

But a timber, log and human blockade across a steel 
cattle grid at the entrance to the forest brought an 
abrupt halt to the plan. 

After lengthy negotiations yesterday morning 
between loggers. State Forests personnel and 
protesters. all hope of a peaceful solution (0 the logging 

6risis were lost. 
Late in the day it appeared certain State Forests 

would close Wouumbin and Mebbin - an action which 
would signal to police they could legally clear the forest 

Occupation. 
About 200 protesterS blockaded Noilh Wollumbin 

Road at the north.western edge of the forest at flrst 
lght yesterday, after setting up a second camp In the 

vicinity late on Sunday afternoon. 
Soon after daylight a convoy of IS loggers in Inur 

wheel.drlves and two limber jinkers snaked to the edge 
of the forest behind an articulated log skidder. 

Accompanied by three State Forest employeeS. heat 

alexchanges took place over the blockade before North 
East Forest Alliance (NEFA) representatives crossed 
over for negotiations. 

Conservationists were too pre.occupied to feel relief 
at the news that threatened busloads of unionists con' 
yerging on Mebbin State Forest' to end the occupation 

would not appear. 
After two hours of negotia tions , a lone protesler 

1mdlocked to a steel cattle grid set herself free after 

8
greeiflg to a request for umber workers to pick up IS 

logs felled the previous week, 
The logs, bound For a ColTs Harbour mill, were then 

loaded onto the jinkers and trucked out of the forest to 

chorus of jeers. 
The operation, negotiated by Slate Forests's stipervi' 

sor of operations in the MurwiUumbah Management 
Area Col  clymont. look three hours to complete. 

L 	:1 
gree nies 
nieet in 
f9ret tAc&c 

An estimated 150 logging contractors and their faiw 

tiles met with about 100 memberS of the North East For-

est Alliance (NEFA) in Mebbin State Forest yesterday 
cordingt0 a NEFA spokeswoman. the 11am meet-

ing was an opportunitY for the two groups to develop 

common ground on the issue of logging in the forest. 

She said the meeting began wet but discuSSions 

later became heated. 
About midday a group of young people arrived with 

a keg of beer, at which point police were called in. 
Murwiliulflbah police said the meeting was disband-

ed about 1.30pm. without incident 
NEFA members and logging contractors have been 

involved in a tense stand-off for more than a week at 

Mebbin State Forest 
S State Forests in the Murwillurnbah Management 

Area are not being properly dealt with, accordingtO the 
Whian Whian Heritage and Environment Network 

(WWHEN). 
WWHEN spokesman Stephen Duthy has accused 

NSW Land and Water Conservation Minister Kim Yead- 

on of brushing Whian Whian under the rug and then 

forgetting about it. 
"Mr Veadon has given this community a commit- 

ment thatongoing negotiations with regard to the man- 

agement of Whian Whian State Forest will take place, 
and that all issues would be addressed." Mr Duthy said. 

•'To date, no indication has been given about when 
these discussions might take place." 

WWHEN claims the situation has deteriorated due 
-to continued chemical spraying, and the fallure of con-

tractors to understand the Harvesting Plan. 



scattered beneath it. 
Mr Hall said he and fellow contractors 

like Gary Long, selectively logged trees 
for commercial timber, poles and 
fenceposts. 

Afterwards up to 50 licensed local - 
people take away remnants for firewood. 

And it all provides income for 
Murwillumbah, which suffered heavily 
when the Border and Nightcap Ranges 
were incorporated into National Parks 
Just over 20 years ago. 

"I buy fuel,  tyres, machinery and spare 
parts and It all comes through 
Murwillumbah," said Mr HalL 

"I use a thousand dollars a month in 
diesel alone. What ant I going to do if 
the forest Is locked up? 

"I would like to see the bush run for 
the local area as a viable proposition". 
'He also points out that the work of 

logging contractors keeps forestry roads 
open for fighting fires and for the benefit 
of tourIsts. 

Meanwhile in the protester's camp in 
Cadell Road, named after the pioneer 
forester, spokesperson Georgia Beyer, 
said contractors would be allowed to mill 
what was already felled but nothing 
more, 

She said protesters were wary their 
planned blockades later In the week 
might provoke police action to clear 
them from the forest. 

But she said government assessment of 
the forest and its endangered species waS 
deficient and called for more 
conservationists to Join them in the 
forest protest. 

The logging contractors are also calling 
for supporters with possible plans of a 
public meeting In the near future. 

This is Annexure'JRC 	',reterredtoinpara_ 
of the affidavit of John Robert Corkill affirmed in Lismore on - January 1996, beftre me: 

News  
Logger warns greens protests could hurt Mur'bah economy 
• Continued from Page 1. 	. 	Murwillumbah along with farmers who 
[The Protest cam1yers who expected rely on fenceposts CUt from Mebbin. 

their ranks to swe through the week 	Crisscrossing through the reserve and 
have agreed not to blockade work being reafforested areas of Mebbin, Mr Hall 
done by John Hall and another logging readily pointed out favourite areas of 

y. forest he would "never touch" and other cbntractor provided they onl saw  tnber alread 	 mtas he had logged several years ago. y felled.. 	
. "'fljis Is some of my country .....ye 

they plaz to blockade any new felling logged here but you can't see where I've 
work In: a protest against a Federal been," he said. 
Government decision not to Include all of 	Mr Hall has talked personally with 
Mebbin State Forest, between Mount groups of protesters but says he believes 
Wanting and the Border Ranges National there Is enough forest In Mebbln to 
Parks, as a protected area. 	. 	satisfy the needs of both parties, ani. 
'John Hail,who grew up in a aituinent similar to that of State Forest 

sawmiliing family at the base of Mount which says half the forest If protected. 
Warning is typical of the human side of 	The protected areas Include 
the loggthg stiUdone In the Tweed. 	watercourses, sections of rainforest and a 

reserve around the world's largest 
And he warns if his livelihood suffers. Ironbark tree, which has the ashes of 

so: will the struggling economy of pioneer forester, Tommy Cadell, 

ONLY NEWS, Thursday, December 7, 1995. 5.. 



Dea i averts 
showdown 
in forësL 

By CHRIS LAMBERTh 
A VERBAL agreement between 
forest blockaders andMebbln State 
Forest sleeper cutter Gary Long 
late on Tuesday afternoon averted 
a showdown with forestry industry 
suppqrters yesterday. 

All week spokespersons from the 
Construction, Forestry. Mining 
and Energy Union and the North 
East Forest Alliance were talking-
up the possibility of confrontation 
in the forests. 

But yesterday that all fizzled out 
when the CFMEU failed to carry 
out a.threat that it would "goThto 
the forest and confront this. issue 
with the greens directly". 

Conservationist numbers s*elled 
to about 100 yesterday In expecta-
don of the confrontation following 
reports the CFMEU would clear 
the forest of protesters by the end 
of the week. 

Protesters closed the forest on 
Monday disappointed with last 
week's Federal Government forest 
industry, package but not in time 
to stop lone unionist Gary Long 
felling eight large tallowwood and 
iron bark trees for sleepers in the 
Mebbln forest. 

In Tuesday afternoon's deal, NE. 
FA allowed Mr Long and mate 
John Hall to continue to work un-
til the timber already on the  

ground had been milled and truck-
ed out of the forest - averting the 
need for the CTh!EU to break the 
blockade. 

That was expected to take until 
Saturday but according to Mr 
Long the fight could be on again 
next week. 

"I'll be.flnished this weekend on 
what's already felled but If I turn 
up Monday and start felling again 
the fight will start," he said. 

'1'he other option Is to move my 
equipment out of the forest some-
where else but that's going to cost 
around $800 and who's going to 
pay for that. 

'°Fhe union (CFMEU) would not 
be happy with that.- Fm the only 
one In the union out here." 

A heavy burden for a timber 
worker of 35 years who readily ad-
mits to very little formal educa-
tion- 

'You've pushed me Into this sit-
uation. I'm not blaming you per-
sonally but there's always got to 
be a fall guy and this time it just 
happens to be me," Mr Long told 
NEFA protest leaders Dailan Pugh 
and Sue Higginson yesterday- 

While it appeared any chance of 
a confrontation had been averted 
till next week NEFA spokesperson 
John Corkill said yesterday the 
blockade would continue in Meb-
bin. 

DAILY NEWS, Thursday, December 7, 1995. - 



P averts 
showdown 
i n forest....  

By CHRIS LAMBERTh 
A VERBAL agreement between 
forest blockaders and Mebbin State 
Forest sleeper cutter Gary Long 
late on Tuesday afternoon averted 
a showdown with forestry industry 
supporters yesterday. 

All week spokespersons from the 
Construction, Forestry, Mining 
and Energy Union and the North 
East Forest Alliance were tnlklng-
up the possibility of confrontation 
in the forests. 

But yesterday that all finled out 
when the CFMEU failed to carry 
out a threat that it would "goThto 
the forest and confront this issue 
with the greens directlY".. 

Conservationist numbers s*elled 
to about IW yesterday in expecta-
tion of the confrontation following 
reports the CFMEU would clear 
the forest of protesters by the end 
of the week. 

Protesters closed the forest on 
Monday disappointed with last 
week's Federal Government forest 
industry, package but not in time 
to stop lone unionist Gary Long 
felling eight large tallowwood and 
iron bark trees for sleepers in the 
Mebbin forest. 

In Tuesday afternoon's deal. NE-
FA allowed Mr Long and mate 
John Hall to continue to work un-
til the timber already on the  

ground had been thilled and truck-
ed out of thefrbrest - averting the 
need for the CFMEU to break the 
blockade. . 

That was expected to take until 
Saturday but according to Mr 
Long the fight could be on again 
next week. 

"I'D be.finighed this weekend on 
what's already felled but If I turn 
up Monday and start felling again 
the fight will start," he said. 

"The other option is to move my 
equipment out of the forest some-
where else but that's going to cost 
around $800 and who's going to 
pay for that. 

"The union (CFMEU) would not 
be happywiththat. -I'mtheonly 
one in the union out here." 

A heavy burden for a timber 
worker of 35 years .who readily ad-
mits to very little formal educa-
tion. 

You've pushed me Into this sit-
uation. I'm not blaming you per-
sonally but there's always got to 
be a fall guy and this time it Just 
happens to be me." Mr thng told 
NEFA protest leaders Dailan Pugh 
and Sue Higginson yesterday. 

While it appeared any chance of 
a confrontation had been averted 
till next week NEFA spokesperson 
John Corkill said yesterday the 
blockade would continue in Meb-
bin. 

DAILY NEWS, Thursday, December 7, logs. - 5,. 
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Loggers 
called 

to order 
THE North East For-
est Alliance has 
launched a bid for the 
cancellation of the reg-
istration of the Con-
strüction, Forestry, 
Mining and Energy 
Union in the Austra-
lian Industrial Rela-
tions Court. 

The alliance made a 
formal application to the 
court last week after the 
union declared 'all-out 
war on conservationists'. 

Alliance co-ordinator 
John Corkill said the 
move was the latest de-
velopment in the on-go-
ing dispute about Forests 
in the Murwillumbah 
management area. 

"These overt threats 
are designed to intimi-
date ordinary people 
from supporting our 
democratic - non-violent 
deFence of high consent-
•tion value forests," said 
Mr Corkiil. 

Violence 
He said the union had 

not given anyone an as-
surance they would not 
use violence. 

"The union has made 
a grave error In attempt-
ing to stand over mem-
bers of the community. 

"These threats have 
set back the union move-
mebt's environmental 
credentials. 

"The CFMEU ap-
pears intent on burying 
the proud tradition of co-
operation between work-
ers and the community to 
protect areas of out-
standing heritage value." 

He said it was now a 
matter for the Industrial 
Relations Court to rule 
whether the union's al-
legS threats of violence 
were unlawful 'Industrial 
action' or Illegal threats 
made by union leaden. 

Mr Corkill said he re-
gretted making the appli-
cation to the Industrial 
Court but he 'could not 
tolerate union 
strong-arm tactics' un-
dermining the public's 
right to non-violent pro-
test action through 
threats of injury. 

"The forests of the 
wet sub-tropics, includ-
ing Mebbin and Wollum-
bin state forests, are in-
ternationally significant 
and are worth defend- 

S 
	

ing." 
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Soil contamination 	The $2 .billiona year trade deficit in 	±J not tern ed with Pra  tic I 

AN article (NS 4/12/95 Former planta-
tion land readied for subdivision) on soil 
contaminatiob gave an incorrect descrip-
tion of the way in which soil contamina-
tion thresholds (such as for arsenic) are 
determined. 

• The .NSW Environment .Protection 
Authority (EPA) adopts levels established 
by the National Health and Medical 
Research Council (NHMRC) and the Aus-
tralian and New Zealand Environment and 
Conservation Council (ANZEC). 

These levels are based on the latest 
internationally accepted health and medi-
cal research and are referred to as Health 
Investigation Levels, calculated from tol-
ecable weekly intake levels set by the 
World Health Organisation according to 
the amount of contaminant that can safely 
be consumed, taking into account the 
amount occurring naturally in food, water 
and air. 

If there is potential for people to be reg-
ularly exposed to soil containing high 1ev-
els of arsenic, for example, the EPA 
applies the Health Investigation Levels for 
that contaminant. 

The Health Investigation Levels take 
into account the way in which people can 
be exposed to the arsenic - mainly inges-
tion of soil but also through the skin and 
by breathing in contaminated material, and 
are based on the people potentially most at 
risk - small children who are likely to eat 
soil sticking to their fingers. 

Where soil contamination exceeds the 
Health Investigation Levels, remediation 
of the soil may be required according to 
the likely exposure of people to the con-
tamination due to the type of land use at 
the site. If land use changes to a more sen-
sitive type in the future further remediation 
could then be required. 

DR IAN WOOD WARD, 
Regional Manager North Coast for 

Director-General. 

Real costs 
WHEN will the State and Federal Gov-

ernments realise the true cost of the envi-
ronmental movement. With 1.5 million ha. 
of sustainably managed forest, in NSW 
alone, reserved in the latest round of 
assessments the greens' voracious 
aooettes remain unsatisfied.  

rest 1JFuULLa Will UlllJ 	VCi liiLlcaoc 

while environmentalists' demands impose 
job losses and destroy Australia's forest 
industries and rural communities. 

Ignoring urban environmental degrada-
tion and acceptance of mining in the 
forests is clear proofthat the greens cam-
paign is politically based and has little to 
do with the wise conservation of our 
forests. The shrill cries from greens com-
plain of the impact of forestry on koala 
habitat, but cannot produce any credible 
evidence of that impact. Meanwhile 59 
koala deaths in the town of Port Macquar-
ie in a single year passes with barely a 
mention. The fact is that koalas are thriv-
ing in the managed multiple-use forests. 

While the media revels in the exagger-
ations and untruths of the greenies, Aus-
tralia's politicians remain deaf to the truth 
of forest management. Forest workers and 
their families demonstrate on a daily basis 
their commitment to the long term sustain-
ability of their activities, the conservation 
of our native flora and fauna, the welfare 
of the rural communities and their substan-
tial contribution to Australia's national 
debt. The rage and frustration of otherwise 
normal country folk has built to an intoler-
able level. 

• The NSW tiMber industry operates 
under the greatest burden of regulatory 
control of any industry in Australia or the 
world. More forests of Australia are 
reserved for no legitimate function than 
anywhere else in the world. Yet the 
extreme greenies still want more and bit-
terly complain about the few small forests 
and plantations now dedicated for timber 
production. When will the politicians wake 
up! When will the rest of Australia realise 
that they too will become a target for the 
greenies! 

RUSS AINLEY, 
CoWs Harbour 

Timber fuiure 
IN reference to Natalie Falla's letter of 

20/10/95 would respectfully suggest she 
read from'the'dictionary the meaning of 
the word 'academic' and hope that she 
would arrive at the conclusion that there 
needs to be abademics and prictierd people 
fot a modern society to satisfactorily, func- 

If working up to 70 hours a week in a 

.ApI..i 	 i._. 01J'-lfljl1l5 

company of foresters, tree fellers and snig-
gers, the end result will be as usual, one 
sided and of little value. 

Many timberworkers have worked 70 
hours per week and more, notby-choice, 
but by having to battle the elements of 
nature to stand on their feet to support their 
families and not be dependent on others. 
At the same time supplying timber require-
mtints of socitity. 

It is very frustrating for these hard-
working sawmill workers to be thwarted 
by a number of people, some of whom 
have dubious money earning pursuits who 
supposedly support the native flora and 
fauna. My bet is that the 'locked up' 
forests will be infiltrated with some not so 
native species for the use of a select few. 

Many young people to-day equip them-
selves for professiOnal skills, agricultural, 
trade pursuits etc., by firstly involving 
themselves with academic studies at Uñi-
versities, Agricultural or Tafe colleges fol-
lowed by 'hands on' learning experience. 
Forest management, harvesting knowledge 
and basic timber technology is not 
acquired in a day or two and needs lots of 
practical experience, be you mean by.the 
term 'destroying our heritage' that trees 
should never be cut down'? What a waste 
of resources! 

We all agree that we need to keep as 
much of our flora and fauna as possible, 
expecially koalas and rare animals. The 
only thing in question is how to go about 
it. Whether the eucalypt forests are logged 
or not we will eventually have bushfires. 

The main and most sensible thing to do 
would be to minimise the ferocity and 
scope of these fires. Unless someone has a 
brilliant idea of preventing fires altogether. 

This then brings us to the point of to log 
or not to log. By not logging you will have 
a greater volume of fuel build-up with no 
means of minimising the effects. If you 
have fought bush fires or grass fires, and 
I'm sure a hell of a lot haven't, you know 
what I mean. - 

I say manage the forests on a sustain-
able basis, protect our fauna and flora and 
economy to the best of our abilityfor as 
long as possible, for who knows what the 
world population growth will bring. Face 
up to the facts. 

- . 	L 	REG HARTLEY, 
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lump rubbish live kilome- "It's disgusting, they should put it 
re so long it has been pro- on land not in the ocean because 
edded." the (ides bring it in. I don't agree 
sman for P&O said the with any pollution, even sewage 

Id have been about nine to from outfalls, being dumped in the 
files from shore when it ocean, but to these companies it's 
Evans Head. out of sight, out of mind." 

bringing it back to port with 
them." 

Brian Bynon, 28, of Brisbane: 
"It's pretty poor, shocking really. 
Any stuff they take out with them 
should be brought back in by the 
ship."  

rng paper, rags aJiu giuss may ue 
dumped 3 miles offshore after 
being put through a grinder. 

• Food waste can be dumped 
12 miles offshore, or three miles 
offshOre if it has been put 
through a grinder. 

Kyogie district man 
on drugs charges 

A Kyogle district man will appear in Kyogle Local 
Court tomorrow facing a number of drugs charges. 

Police laid the charges earlier this week after 
searching a flat at Green Pigeon, where they allegedly 
found 15 grams of cannabis, a crossbow and two sets of 
handcuffs. - 

At a nearby address police allegedly found 32 
cannabis plants, two of them 50 centimetres high, the 
remainder of them about two metres high. 

The man was charged with cultivating cannabis, 
possessing cannabis, self-administering cannabis, pos-
essinga prohibited weapon, and possessing prohibited 

articles. 

Find the Star on the Internet 
http://www.norcom.auluserslnstar  

"Great ... Just great, you imbecile! I've been 
floating here for hours like a harmless log 
and you come up and start talking to me!" 
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alrlz; Ave]--s 
s h o ... down 
lnloorlett. ,­ ..  
By CHRIS LAMBERTh.: 	.. 	undhad'bëe iñffled àd'trück- 

.ed out of the forest -'averting the 
A VERBAL agreement betwen & for the CFMEU to break the 
forest blockaders and Mebbm State blockade.' 
Forest sleeper cutter GarY L 	That wa expected to take until 
late on Tuesday afternoOn ave 	Saturday but according to Mr 
a showdown with foresfry.InduStrY., Long the fight could be on again 
suppçL,rs yesterday. 

,. . 	 next week. 

	

All week spokespersons from the 	'qia be.finished this weekend on 
Construction, Forestry, Mining what's already felled but If I turn 
and Energy Union and the North up Monday and start felling again 
East Forest Alliance were talking- the fight will start," he said. 
up the possibility of confrontation 	"The other option. is to move .my 
in the forests. 	. . :. - .equipment out of the forest some- 

But yesterda3i that all fizzled Out where else but that's going to cost 
when the CFMEIJ failed to.carry around $800 and who's going to 
out a threat that it .would "goiñto pay for that 
the forest and confront this. Issue '"The union (CFMEIJ) would not 
with the greens directly" 	be happy with that .- I'm the only 

Conservationist numbers swelled  one in the union out here." 
to about 100 yesterday in expeta- 	A heavy burden for a timber 
tion of the confrontation following worker of 35 years who readily ad-
reports the CFMEU would clear mite to very little formal educa-
the forest of protesters by. the end don. 
of the week. 	 t.. 	...... "You've pushed me Into this sit- 

Protesters closed the forest on nation. Fm not blaming you per-
Monday disappointed with, last' sonally but there's always got to 
week's Federal Government forest  be a fail guy and this time it just 
industry, package but not in time happens to'be me," Mr Long told 
to stop lone unionist Gary Long NEFA protest leaders Dailan Pugh 
felling eight large tallowwool and and Se Higginson yesterday. H 
iron bark trees for sleepers in the While it appeared any chance of 
Mebbin forest. 	' 	a confrontation had been averted 

In Tuesday afternoon's deal, NE- tiil next week NEFA spokesperson 
FA allowed Mr Long and mate John Corkill said yesterday the 
John Hail to continue to work un- blockade would continue in Meb-
til the: timber already on 'the bin. 

DAILY NEWS, Thursday, December 1, 1995. 
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CaDs to "Shift them (conservationists) out" angry timber Industry supporters. 
could be heard above the cries of disapproval Mr Corkifi said despite attempts by police on 
but as far as State Forests and the police were Tuesday to broker an arrangement between 
concerned, the forest crisis was averted for an- both sides to keep the forest open and avoid vi-- 
other day. 	 . 	. olence, harassment of the Isolated group coxitln-f 

Loggers were clearly expecting a. solution tied throughout Tuesday night.,. 
yesterday morning and Indicated they were "Whilst we understand these people's concern 
prepared to push the issue by again blockading for their obs this ulycampaign oil terror is 
conservationists inside Wollumbin. 	. - appalling, 	he said. ............: 	- 

Bolstered by calls from Member
, 
 for Murwil- "I cannot see what they are vs 

lumbah' Don Beck for the Minister for Police, . achieve by trapping people Inside a forest .aäd. 
Paul Whelan to act, by an official State Forests 	conducting no less thai three night :u 	rèlds- 
notification of suspension of logging operations on the group" 	. 	. 	y 
and by Mr Yeadon's declaration that the Coy- 
ernment would not allow its policies to be de- S Lars late yestdrdat were 	nt 

man two camps set up on Thesday isolating railed - they were ready to act. 
The police were also called to thescene a- 

-. conservationistt at their North Wollumbin 
Road site - allowing protestors to leave-but e pecting the Minister to announce at 10 am do- 

sure of the forest - but Mr Yeadon declined to fusing reinforcements, passage. 
create the legal imperative for the police to act - 	- - 	-. 
to clear the forest. 

Sergeant Peter Hunt of Murwlllumbah, In 
charge of the police's forest operation, at one 
stage sought legal clarification of the situation 
claiming advice from State Forests and police 
legal advisers was in conflict. 

Referring to the situation as a "Mexican 
stand-oW' Sergeant Hunt said he could not 
move to clear the forest unless legally empow- 
ered to do so. 

NEFA coordinator John Corkill said yester- 
day morning a group of about 30 environmen- 
talists were being held "in a state of siege" by 

S 

• Sergeant Peter Hunt of Murwillumbah - 
could not move to clear the forest unless le- 

gaily empowered to do so. 

EktAf, Jew& (4/kJc( 
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CONSERVATIONISTS protesting against iog-
ging in the Mebbin Stane forest want the area 
protected. 

Title bioekade is aims at forcing the Federal Go,-
eronneat into including all the  Mehbln State Forest, 
between Mt Waming and the Border Ranaes National 
Park, Into • protected ares. 

They say the area contain, rare and endangers 
species of trees and anlsnais that wotild be threatened 
by any future loa_gtng operation. 

---------, 

logging in the entire 
Murwillumbah Manage-
ment Area are estreme 
and not eonsistens with 
this govcmnnsent's t'ai-
anecd policies: he said. 

"We have set up a 
process that will establish 
the world's best national 
park and forest reserve 
system and in which con-
servationists are involved, 

"The risk of violence 
is growing daily and its 
in no one's interests for 
this to continue: 

Mr Staplcy told the 
timber worker, he could 
not guarantee the out-
come of today's meeting 
but representatives from  

all aides would be invited 
to air their grievances. 

Loggers erupted an-
grily to the news, saying 
they would drag the 
greeniet out themeelve, it 
the negotiations tailed, 

"You are forcing us to 
go up there and throw 
thcns out." one angry 
timber worker shouted. 

Mr Stapley said for. 
retry officials had consid-
ered doting the forest, 
'shich would force the 
green protester, out but 
the decision would have 
needed to be ratified by 
the Minister, 

5 Conttnusd on Pags 2 

WEATHER 

S 
Phone 5539 2522 

ClassifIedg 5597 8000 

GUNS 
Thursday, December 14, 1995 
"80$ a Ale !str• 

FEAR IN 
Fin.. Max temp 24 

D.taita Peg. 

A DELEGATION of 
NSW Govsrnmsnt 
officials is to fly to 
Murwiiiujmbah this 
morning for crisis 
talks between 
feuding greenies 
and timber work-
ers, as the threat 
of violence in the 
Wollumbin Stats 
Forest escalates. 

Police reinforce-
ments from Murwill-
un,bah, Tweed Heads 
and Kingsciiff were 
called to the forest yes-
terday after reports 
some timber workers 
and greenies were arm-
ing themselves. 

About 150 timber 
workers their families 
and iocai business people 
ened the protests, which 

ve seen the greenis e 
isolated in the forest after 
roads to the protest site 
were blockaded by iog-
gee,, 

The heated dispute 
follows three weeka of 
green blockade, with pro-
testers calling for pee-log-
ging surveys to be eon-
diacted before any 
ioggin; resumes in the 
Stale Forests surround-
ing Murwilluirsbah. 

The greenie, say rare 
species of trees and ani-
mals are threatened by 
the logging. 

Stale Forests spokes-
man Coi Stapiey bid the 
ioggers yesterday, after a 
meeting with green pro-
testers, that logging 
wouid be suspended until 
after ioday's meeting. 

"we aren't selling you 
Out." said Mr Stapley. 

"Out logging wiit be 
suspended until we have 
had these negotiations 
withyou, the Minister 
and them (greenies)? 

The decision came de-
spite an earlier statement 
by i.and Conservation 
Minister Kim Yeadon 
giving loggers the 
go-ahead to continue 
their logging operations. 

Mr Yeadon said eon-
scn'ationisls in the Mur-
wiliumb.ls ares were 0-
nanciatty ruining the 
timber worker, for tithe 
gain. 

"Demands 10 halt all 

LETTERS: Page 8 

FOREST FEUD 
by SCOTT 

DOWNMAN 

COMICS: Page 36 

".'vui.uvTi,s,00tat. roesat 
S Plets.raa, NatHan a. 

Eight 
corrupt 
cops 
sacked 
SYDNEY; The Wood 
Royal CommIssIon yes-
terday toppled its most 
seaior pollee officer so 
far when It was an-
aouneed I. the NSW 
Parliament that Chief 
Superintendent Robert 
t.ysavglit would be dis-
minted from the police 
seen ice. 

l'utice Minister Paul 
'% hetan said the Police 
hoard had rrcom,neaded 
that Sept l4saught be 
sacked 'for tn,isbelsavlour' 
as a re',uti of evidence be 
bad given tn the eomnnis. 
51,5w. 

It was also announced 
in l'artiansent but seven 
other police oftirees who 
were the ct.hjrct of damn-
isvg Wood Royal rem. 
mission entdeart' had 
hem dismissed sesterday 
tandet new laws passed in 
i'nrUamenn last nigt't 

P1k,- e 'sn,snissinne r 
Ion1 titer, used he new 
pvswrrc to dismiss offi-
cers itnciuding Detective 
Sergeant %% ane James 
Fade, the svhject or 
damning nldeo evidence 
this week showing him 
ordering a child porn ald-
en and pocketing drugs. 

Detective tnsgector 
Graham James Fan Icr. 
the first officer caught on 
the commission's snphis. 
ticated surveiltance 
equipment app.renit5 ac-
cepting bribes, was also 
dismissed along with five 
other otficers. 

I halls the Police Ser-
vice %mendment Bitt 
patsed as i'artiametsi'a 
kipper 'louse on Tt.esday 
night. Commissioner 
t.aurr non has the power 
to disn,ls, otflcer, no  the 
necumrn,endatlot, of Jun. 
tire James 5% n5. 

(hill Sept t caught 
was the subject of a nave 
of adverse evidence in the 
Wood Royal Comn,is.i,ts, 
in September. 

When the evidence 
surfaced. ('bier Supt lj-
saugbt was chief of staff 
to Mr Lauer and a for. 
met head of the Fraud 
Enforcement Agency. 

Me Whelan said the 
board had based its deci-
sion on evidence given by 
Chief Sept J.saurhs to 
the royal ce'an.nissuon on 
S.lvtemhre II and itt this 
•far. 

tither officers sum-
macits dismissed yester-
fay on the basis of cvi. 
jence against them I. the 
5% and Royal Commission 
were Detective Senior 
onstahte Duncan Grant 

itmot, Senior Sergeant 
tre,or David tlaken, 
iergeani Nevittt John 
;cuihion, Detective Ser-
leant John Gordon Swan 
nd Senior Sergeant 
lennis Kimhte Thomp. 
on- 

BUSINESS: Pages 45-48 	TV: Page 79 



Crisis talks in 
. 

• From Page 1 
"We know for the protest-
ers this tight isn't so 
much weighing on this 
forest because if they win 
this battle they'll just 
move on to the next for-
est," he said. 

"State Forests has said 
small operators can stay 
here and work as long as 
it's viable, and we stand 
by that," 

Green protesters said 
they supported the timber 
workers' protests but felt 
threatened after about 30 

- environmentalists were 
trapped in the forest, 

North East Forest Al-
liance spokesman Aidan 
Ricketts said the group 
had been harassed by 
three 'vigilante groups' 
during Tuesday night. 

"Environmentalists 
have agreed to release all 
felled timber and logs re-
maining on the ground in 
disputed Compartment 
18 of Wollumbin State 
Forest in an attempt to 
offer an olive branch to 
local timber workers dis-
advantaged by the cur- 

a feud 
?VC 14('a/9r p.2. 

rent disputef' said Mr 
Ricketts. 

"While we understand 
these people's concern for 
their jobs, this ugly 
campaign of terror is 
appalling. 

"I cannot see what 
they are even hoping to 
achieve by trapping peo-
ple inside a forest and 
conducting no less than 
three night-time raids on 
the group, other than to 
maintain an ugly reign of 
terror against their politi-
cal opponents." 

Greens said tempers 
on both sides had flared 
during the past two da ys 
with intervention from 
the Minister and Premier 
Bob Cart the only solu-
tion to the problem. 

Senior Sergeant Peter 
Hunt. of Murwillumbah, 
said police were concen-
trating on keeping the 
peace. 

-"We're here to make 
sure everyone keeps their 
cool and to remind both 
groups action will be tak-
en if violence erupts," he 
said. 



a. 	- 	j 
I 

'I 

a 
S 	 as 

Byrdu. couAcillors move 
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- to stall forest decisions 
BS'roh ShireCoundil efforts to stojt". go to the next council meeting on 

logging in parts of Nulluni State Forest, December 15. 	 - - 

west of Mullum'3iniby, have been stalled . A State Government Bill to declare 
by a rescissionqnotion lodged by three new national parks - including Mt 
pro-development councillors. Jerusaleni National Park - is due to be 

A majority j counciliors supported debated in State Parliament this week. 
a 'motion of urgency' moved last week The same three councifiors also 
by Cr Richard $taples for urgent repre- lodged a rescission motion delaying 
sentations to be made to Environment another resolution on a related matter. 
Minister Pam Allan, Greens MLC Ian Cr Hugh Ermacora had successfully 
Cohen and Denocrats MLC Richard moved for the council to adopt the roleof 
Jones for enlarging the proposed Mt 'honest broker' to bring together local 
Jerusalem Nati6nal Park to include 11 stakeholder groups within the forestry 
compartments of Nullum State Forest. industry, and to facilitate development of 

These 11 compartments include num- a local management plan acceptable to 
ber 61, which 	;as the site of recent all parties, for submission to Land and 
protests by envt-onmental groups con- Water 	Conservation 	Minister 	Kim 
corned about lo,jging in high-conserva- Yeadon by the end of this year. 
tion value and kpala habitat areas. Cr Staples said some councillors 

However, a 9scission motion signed - 

and Cr 
were now considering calling a special 

by Cr Ross Tuclésr, Cr Eric Singh meeting 	to 	debate 	the 	rescission 
Bob Higgins me1tns the matter will now motions, so the council could still act. 

( 
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- 	, 	North coast environmental groups feel angry and 
r 	betrayed about the Federal Government's decision to 

- 	issue woodchipping export [icences in two stages. 
- accordlng-'io4North East Forest :Alliance (NEFA) 

' 	spokesmanJohjcCorjdlL 	.. - -. 

Mr Corkill said Prime Minister Paul KeatIn 'must 

	

be kidding' if he expected people to,believe further 	. 
export woodchipping was In the national interest 

"The PM still hasn't realised that the public-interest 
argument of scientists and the environment movement 
ought to be given greater weight than the views of vest 
ed interests such as unions and woodchippers," he said. 

Mr Corkil) said the Federal-Government wouldiose 
public support, especially among younger voters, by 
implementing 'profit before planet' policies. 

NEFA also believed that recent Federal woodchip-
ping decisions would force NSW Premier Bob Can to 
break his pat-election promise of ending woodchip 

E N\ exports by the year 2000. 
The Federal forests policy released last Friday 

appeared to be little different from the draft policy 
released earlier last month, according to NSW Forests. 

, T F A spokesman for NSW Forests northern region said 
that 696 forestry compartments would be available for 
harvesting over the next six months, with the same con-
straints as usual. 

• 	 Fewer than 3000 compartments had been deferred 
until next June, pending en\'ironjnentaj assessment, he 

u4.:f- .... 
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Ely 
CHRIS CAMBERTH- . 

THE NSW Minister for Land and 
Water Conservation. Kim. Yeadon 
sent a clear message to protesters 
yesterday to stay out of the forests 
and allow legal logging opSations 
to continue. - 

Mr Yeadon was referring to the 
blockade of state forests last week 

- which halted all logging operations 
throughout the Murwillumbah 
Management Area. 

"We stand . by -  that process al-
ready underway and will stand by 
that process," a spokesperson for 
the minister afFirmed yesterday. 

"When those-DFA (Deferred For-
est Area) agreements are in place' 

fl_we wilrtake a really strong stance 
to ensure they are adhered to." 

North -  East Forests Alliance (NE-
• FA) "green police" blockaded Wol-

lumbin and Mebbin State Forests 
-last Tuesday in protest over "linac-
ceptable standards of forestry man-
agement"- throughout the Murwil-
lumbah Management Area. 

But by late last Friday NEFA 
changed course and called on Fed-
eral Member for Richmond Neville 
Neweli to step in to protect endan-
gered species known to inhabit 
Mebbin State Forest south-west of 
Mu rw ill urn ba h 

NEFA spokesperson Sue Higgin-
son claimed Wollumbin and Meb-
bin State Forests formed a vital 
corridor between the World Heri-
tage listed Border Ranges and Mt 

	

- Warning National Parks. 	- 
Ms Higginson said the parks 

were a haven of international sig-
nificance for numerous species 
which were now endangered by 

C 	- 

	

- 	 - 

i
$ 

ters 
-- clearing aiid loggi g. - - 	- 

- "The area contains eight nation-
ally listed endangered species of 
flora and three species of fauna 

- which are in danger of becoming 
extinct," she said, - 

"This includes the most endan- - 
gered bird in NSW, the Coxen's 
Fig parrot." - - 

A spokesperson said the minis-
ter would continue to monitor the 
situation closely while the DFAs 
were expected to be announced in 
the next few weeks. - - - 

- "We would urge people to be 
constructive about this process 
and we certainly won't endorse ex-
treme actions. - - 

"There are discussions going on 
between the States and the Com-
monwealth - the various submis-
-sions put by the conservation 
groups and industry groups are be-
ing assessed at the moment," the 
spokesperson said. 
- Mr Yeadon last week launched 

Investigations into alleged 
breaches to proper logging prac-
tices in Nullum State Forest. 

"Immediately those allegations 
were made we moved to launch an 
Investigation," the spokesperson 
said. - - - - - - - 

"While -that investigation is un-
derway we believe that people (by 
blockading forests) are pre-empting 
the outcome. - 

"We certainly think the investi-
gation (involving the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service and 
NEFA in site inspections) should 
be allowed to run its course. 

"We would not condone further 
disruption of the work lawfully un-
dertaken by timber workers." 
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Threats of 'war' In disputed fãrests • The statement 1pa.n' r---

throughout the Murwiliumbah man- threats by C?MEtflf0r5frYarm) poli-

- agement area could land the cy officer Mark Greenhill. during' a 

Construction, Forestry, Mining and confrontatloflWlth -protesters ..jn 

Energy Union (CFMEU) in trouble, Melibin State 
Forest a week earliet ,. 

cording to a North East Forest ' 	Declänflg ' 	%galfit the nser 

Alliance (NEFA) spokesman 	vatidnists, MrGreth.. sthcithèy.had' 

• 	NEFA's John Corkili saiyesterdaY picked 'on th\cong union. 

the threat by secretary of the CFMEU,. 'Mr Corkili watned,Yest,rthY ... 

Gavin limier, iw Sydney Iat week 'action to reilove protesters ãould be 

could result In .disciptlnary action or' undertaken onlY by thepolice.''9 r 

assault chax$es against the union. 	- NEFA moved to 'orange alert' alter 

And asf the psychological war rain eleared from the Tweed late la$ 

gained moipentum on the eve of the WedneSdá% askii$itP60Q to stand.,-, - __ê 	dôtCiflfl flfl bVfO flirte 	ions 
.....- State 	 - - 

—Deferred Fbrest Assessment three • renewed forest c*mp 	C( 
NEFA said drotestaeuOns:t!!&i', 

Dorrigo 'meê were ioun4-gullttof ,a% 
the MurWllluThbah managempilt 

affray after forest protesters went tout 
would continue and called.on su& area en in the streets- 	. 	:P- .. 

Magistrate Jeff Lynden warned the , porters not to succumb or;beiflUml 
- 

three men in  Bellingen Local Court 
,  dated by union threats. 

At the height of, forest Jilockades 
yesterday'that further assaults or 

them back--- 
, 

two weeks ago, ugly scenes deveMed 
intimidation would.see 

. In Mebbin State Forest when 8rest 
beforethecourt. 	• 

',Mr Huller was reported as saying industry supporters 'coxonted. 
troupe oi NEFA pkotesters..t33 small 

the union 'would take any action by 
conservationists personally and use ?(' Meanwhile. NEFA'baSthnd2mh1ed 

for Land 	Water 
- 	force tb remove protesters at any für- ,• NSW Minister 

'. conservation-. Kim. Veadon *andhh 
ther (forest) blockades'- 	j ;. 	, 

t "They wlfl'know what the trenches' Deferred Forest Assessment process 
It had. no scientific. àredlbIli claiming are all about when we are finished' 

them." Mr HillIer reportedly said. with 
ty and lacked publlshedmeh0dol9Y, 

IT 

i "Alstom 
 (above), has been a' 

restiglouá Mlnister5,1Awa1d for Exci 
;tudent.Ac*Veflteflt tW ' - 

"AEIdreW 'Is' the eldest of seven cli 

;rthtam and Wendy Rcse of McLeans Rid 
.'jtlewill fly to stdne?with his pa 

usfonville High's principal Hal Sherlock 
he award at the Powerhouse Museum on 

Students - throughout, the State were 
or  the award on'the basis of excellence ii' 
porting and cultural 'achie*ments, teat' 
ontributiOn to the school community 
'\AndnW'S .Year12, adviser.' Lorra-
described his &ntributi6fi to the school ti 

cent'. He had been dux of his class each y' 
particularly ecelied In mathematics. sh 

He was one of 140 stu'dents from 
Australia this' yeaf to be invited to 
Australian Mathematical Olympiad coth 
was placed In the top 30. wInning a silve: 

-Andrew Is a school vice-captain an 
won the Alstonvilie Lionà Youth of the 
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State. forests 
NEFA members on 'orange alert 7 

Threats of 'war' in disputed forests - 	 The statement repeated earlier 
throughout the Murwillumbah man- threats by CFMEU (forestry arm) poll- 
agement 	area 	could 	land 	the cy officer Mark Greenhill•  during a 
Construction. Forestry Mining and confrontation 	with 	protesters 	in 
Energy Union (CFMEU) in trouble, Mebbin State Forest a week earlier 
according to a North East Forest Declaring 'war' against the conser- 
Alliance (NEFA) spokesman vationists, Mr Greenhill said they had 

NEFA's John Corkill saiiyesterda3r picked on the wrong union. 
the threat by secretary of the CFMEU, - Mr Corkill warned yesterday lawful 
Gavin Hillier, in Sydney last week action to remove protesters could be 
could result in 4isciplinary action or undertaken only by the police. 
assault charges against the union. NEFA moved to 'orange alert' after 

And as( the psychological war rain cleared from the tweed late last 
gained moentum on the eve ohthe r  Wednesday, asking its people to stand 

- State-- Government's. 	decision 	on - by for further actions, including a 
-'Deferred ithrest Assessment, threeZ' itewed forest-camp. 	- 

Dorrigo m4 were found guilty of - 	 NEFA said protest actions through- 
affray after forest protesters were beat- out the Murwillumbah management 
en in the streets. 	- 	 . area would continue and called on sup- 

Magistrate Jeff Lynden warned the - porters not to succumb or be intiini- 
three men in Bellingen Local Court dated by union threats. 
yesterday that further assaults or At the height of forest blockades 
intimidation would see them back two weeks ago, ugly scenes developed 
before the dourt. 	- 	 . 	 - in Mebbin State Forest when 80 forest 

Mr Hillier was reported as saying industry supporters 	confronted a 
the unloà. 'would take any' action by small troupe of NEFA protesters. 
conservationists personallyand use Meanwhile, NEFA has condemned 
force to removejpmtestei at any fur- NSW Minister for Land and Water 
ther(forest)blockades'.'' ~ 	- 	 - Conservation Kim Yeadon and his 

Pbrest Assessment Deferred 	 process, "They will know what the trenches 
are all about wher*are;;flnished claimirg it had no scientific credib lii- 
with them." Mr Hillier repoçtedly said. ty and lacked published methodology. 



to ordei 
THE North East For-
est Alliance has 
bunched a bid for the 
cancellation of the reg-
istration of the Con-
struction, Forestry, 
Mining and Energy 
Union In the Austra-
lian Industrial Rela-
tions Court. 

The alliance made a 
formal applicatio, to the 
court last week after the 
unioa declared 'all-out 
way an conservatlotiists'. 

Alliance co-ordlaator 
John Corkill said the 
move was the latest de-
velopmeot in the on-go-
ing dispute about forests 
in the Murwillumbah 
matiagemeilt area. 

"These oven threats 
are designed to intImI-
date ordinary people 

defence of hIgh couserva-
don value forests," said 
Mr Corkill, 

Viotence 
He said the talon had 

not give's anyone an as-
surance they would not 
use violence. 

"The uaioa has made-
a grave error is attempt-
ing to stand over mem-
ber, of the community. 

"These threats have 
set back the See move-
mat's enviroamental 
credentials. 

The CFMEIJ ap-
pears intent on burylag 
the proud tradition of co-
operation between work-
era and the communIty to 
protect areas of out-
standing heritage value." 

He said It was now a 
matter for the Industrial 
Relations Court to rule 
whether the anion's al-
teged threats of violence 
were unlawful 'industrial 
action' or illegal threats 
made by anion leaders. 

Mr Corkill said he re-
gretted making the appli-
cation to the Industrial 
Court but he 'could not 
tolerate union 
strong-arm tacties' un-
dermining the public's 
right to non-violent pro-
test action through 
threats of injury, 

"The forests of the 

are 

I and are 

- 
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- by SCOTT  

	

• OOWNMAN. 	 ' 

THE Greàns' federal 

	

I candidate for Rich- 	- 

mond hasslammcd 
 

sitting 	member 

.Ncville Newell lot-  
lowing the results of 	- 

I the deferred forest - 

assessment process 	 - 	 - 

affecting the region's - 	
• 	 ii 

forests. 
 

	

Annette Coyle said the 	 a.  
forcsts in the Murwillurn-
bah management area 
faced losing endangered 
species as a direct result 
of the assessment, which 
had failed to protect sec. 
tions of the Wollumbin. 
Mebbin. Mooball and 
Nullum state forests. r - 

	

She said Mr Newell 	• 
- had failed to act in the 
- best interests of the area, 

	

The Labor Pkrty did 	
Pt.airvaUofl of now apscisa paramount 

not honour its promise to other environmental at conservation since the 
apply the Commonwealth groupe to ensure the for- signing of the National 
reserve selection cntena, csts of the Murwillumbab Forest Policy statement in 
which included endan- - management area re- December 1992.' said Mr 
gered species habitat, and mained untouched in the Newell. - .e, 
us a result many of exqui- lead-up to the neat feder- - - 'The DFAs contained 
site forests in Richmond at election, 	 those forest aSs needed 
will be chopped," said Ms 	1t is clear that the for our woridcIass forest 
Coy It, 	 protection of the bio-diov- - Serve system and welt 

	

£ 	t 	ersity of these magniri- selected on the basis of 

	

,neuiectua, 	cent forests is too impor- the Commonwealth's rc- 
'Mr Newell either ant to leave  in the hands serve criteria, which was; 

made no representations of backward thinking La- lauded by the Interns-
or was ineffectual be- bor or coalition parties.' tional Union for the Con-
cause nothing has Mr Newell has brand- .strvation of Nature." 
changed in the Mur-will- ed his Coyle's outburst as 	He said the preserva- 
umbah management ar- rubbisW, 	 tion of endangered spe- 

ea.' 	 He said the Federalcies had been paramount 
She said as a result of Labor Government was during the formation of 

the assessment, no endan- the only government that the assessment prs-
gered species in Rich- had been able to deliver a Mr Newell said out-
niond were protected de- balanced solution to the side the assessment pro-
spite their important issue. . cess endangered speciai 
conservation values. 	 "The DFA represents would be protected by 

Ms Coyle pledged the the most significant na- management prescrip-
Greens allegiance with tionaistep forward in for- tions and recovery plans. 

- - - L,WML I'ItVYb 

'fltlJr: 	u, 	an 	a 	- 

- - at-' - ,' i,-&:. -  -IIIL'a - .(' 	- 

- - " -'a,.t tan, ', 

to 
k1 $IJc;! - 

By CHRIS LAMBERTh and PETER CATON at 
- Mobbin State Forest, Murwillurnbaji 

Mebbln State Sorest sleeper cutter Gary Long 
smnmed up yesterday's futile attempt to return to work 
in foreilis west S Munvillumbab, saying it Is in the 
hands&thepollcenow a''-I.." L" -"- 

At the centre of a dispute In the Mebbin forest two 
weeks ago, Mr Long was being re-located yesterday by 
State Forests to the adjoining Wollumbin State Forest. 

But a tlmbez log and humus blockade aerosà a steel 
cattle grid at the entrance tothe forest brought an 
abrupt halt to the plan, . -'','' - - - 

After lengthy negotiations yesterday morning 
between loggers. State Forests personnel and 
protesters, all hope of a peaceful solution to the togging 
nlsls were lost, 

Late In the day It appeared certain State Forests 
would close Wollumbln and Mebbin —an action which 
would signal to police they could legally clear the forest 
occupation. 

About Zoo protester, blockaded North Wollumbln 
Road at the north-western edge of the forest at first 
tight yesterday after setting up a second camp in the 
vicinity late on Sunday afternoon, - - 

Soon after daylight a convoy of 15 logger, in four-
wheel-drtves and two timber jinkers snaked to the edge 

East Fbi-cit Alliance (NEFA) representatives crossed 
over for negotiations, - 

Conservationists were too pre-occupled to feel relief 
at the news that threatened busloads of unionists con-
verging on Mebbin State Forest to end the occupation 
would not appear - t - 

After two hours of negotlailons, a lone protester 
padlocked tot steel cattle grid set herself free after 
agreeing to a request for timber workers to pick up 16 
la$Jçpçvlous we4,,_ ; 

The logs, bound for a CSflb Harbour mlii, were then 
loededan to thojtaken and trucked out of the forest to 
Ichwusofjeers4 , J -., - .. .- - --

- - The àperatlon negotiated by State Forests's supervt-
tor of operations in the Idurwlllumbah Management 
%xea cul Mcctymont, took three hours to complete. 



•(Loft) For 
protester Do 
Grebner 
yes terda/s 
biockatlo had 
•niich the same 
sort of 
atmosphere' as 
the protests al 
T.I. Crook in 
1979, 
- 	Hugh KasfflOy 

Police 
'fully 
briefed' 
NORThERN Repton 
polIce 'e&re fully 
brined Isle yesterday 
sltenioon following 
U Named, Of Wo1 
tssttln Stais Forest. 

* Stats Forests 
spokesperson said 
"the - — be 
contactad this after-
noon and iully 
M. 

Our Act allows us 
to close the loreat 
but Irs up to the 
- Slat that,' the 
spokesperson said, 
But wets hoping it 

doesn't go thai tar?' 
The move to brief 

police tollowed a to-
post hIghlighting at-
- ilbgsl 
in Wolluinbtn Stste 
Forest - thir-
leg a flv.ltw block-
ade by 200 protest-
at 

'All ws an on Is 
wsrn them they 
shouldn't be there,' 
the spokesperson 
said? But there Is no 
talk at this stage of 
closing the bract, 
We're hoptng to to' 
solve this without 
t .  

Early yesterday 
moming operations 
wee stood down in 
Woib,onbin State For' 
551 because oi pro-
test actions, the - 

eta he me it was 
hoped the Deterred 
Forest Assessment 
process would have 
silevistad problems 
with logging, 

Newk tc &Jtzics- PrA 

Memories -of ,  Terania 
YESTERDAY'S blockade and pro- 
test In Woilumhln State Forest was 	4S 
Grebner from Lismore and saw- 
nothing new to, conservationist De 

miller Graham Smith S Nlsnbln. 	 -- 
Both had seen it all be- 

fore,.. i6yesrsagomtherain' 
forest of Terenia Creek about 

 56 km due south, 	 r 	. That blockade which lasted a 
month was followed by similar  
protests in surrounding rainforests 
and led to the declaration S huge 	Ms Grebner said other veterans 
protected ares in the Nightcap and tithe 'Ibranta blockade were pTa-  
tlorder Ranges National Parks. ou at yesterday's event, occasion-

Yesterday the acene was the ally swapping tales, 
same . . logging trucks waiting 	And some, whom she retnem. 
on forest tracks with timber work- bored as children at Titrasta. were 
era and protesters staring each now adults bringing their own 
other down, 	 children to the protest. 

But there was one big difference. 
At Terenle Creek dorens of poitce 	'It's much the same sort of at- 
entered the fray and removed pm meephere,' she said.  
testers. obody really wants eggres-

Yesterday in Wollumbin not a slot People want to find the mid. 
policeman was to be seen - al. die ground. 
though that may change it as ox- 	"But Teranta lasted a Ml month  
peeled. State Forests moves to do,  and there were heaps of chances 
dare the forest closed to everyone. for people to talk. 

Back In September 1979 polIce 	'At the end there was supisms  
were CtI1IOI to Teranta Creek to a- to be a soccer snatch with the 
core Iteging trucks. Later confron' pollee. 
latlon prompted the NSW Govern' 	there were compromises at  
mont, under Premier Neville that time too. 
Wran, to suspend togging 	"We let them take out trees al- 
operations, 	 readycut down.' 

At the time the Daily News re- 	Bus Graham Smith who runs the  
ported one pollee sergeant as say- rlisobln Sawmill believes the can-  

I' "we were concerned that a vo- servatlonisis am not intestess in 
ca. predominantly oductive real compromises,  
minority group, meat o whom ap- He said an Environmental 

5555-  pear to re on social security pay- pact Study bad been done on the 
ments should frustrate the rights Teranta reek logging area but 
of a productive majority  to earn a  
living', 	 protest 	than  did  not agree with   

Yesterday loggers  complained the decision. 
'its the same all ova' again,' he their taxes were paying t a way 

their Jobs. 	

said 

stroy 
for protesters who wanted to do, 	

"Msd it will keep going until 
The protesters responded  with they get the decision they want, 

claim, they  were more concerned 	''hey have nothing to do and all 

for the future, 	 day to do it'. 

Mebbin Forest dispute 'in. hands 
• Continued from Page I. ting up a second camp in the vi- timber worker, to pick up .5 logs 

After lengthy negotiations yea- 
ctnity late on Sunday afternoon, MIS the previous week. 

torday morning between logeers, 
Soon after daylight a convoy of 

is ioggers in 	our-wheel drives 
The logs, bound for a ColTs 

Harmer mill, were then loaded State Forests personnel end IWO two timber linkers 	to and 	 snaked 
testers. all hope of a peaceful so- the forest behind the edge of 	 an 

at to the Jinken and tnsckod out 
S tution to the ogging crisis were the forest to a chorus of Jeem 

less. 
articulated log skidder (loader). The operation, negotiated by 

Late In the daY It appeared ear' 
Accompanied by three State State 	Forests's 	supervisor 	of 

tain State Forests would close 
Forest 	employees 	heated 	ex- operations in the Murwilluntbah 

Wollumbin and Mebbin ' art ac- changes 	took 	piace over 	the Management Area. Col McCly- 

elms which would sigoal to police hlockade before North East For' mont. took three hours to corn' 

they could legally clear the forest en 	Ailtance 	(NEFA) 	spokes- 
persons creesad over for negotta- 

pine, 
But that was the only and last occupation. concession negotiated on the day 

About too protesters blockaded After two hours of negotiations by NEFA. with organiser Dallan 
North Wollssmbin Road at the a tone protester padlocked to a Pugh sayIng Amber negotiation,. 
northwestern edge of the forest steei cattle grid set herself free at a higher policy level would 
at first light yesterday after set- after agreeing to a request for now be sought with Stale Forests, 

Ii. at !wdr". 

Stf,1 NN 

_ 

&cfre. a_ 	rr 4 	cg,  

of police' 
But while protesters claimed 

victory and and down to a strate-
gy meeting local loggers, gath-
ered on private property,  outside 
the forest, were uneasy about the 
Mum of their Industry. 

Timber worker John Hell was 
already trying to sell his forest 
machinery and seeking work out ,  

as a 

issues to come In an re-
move protesters - It's In the 
hands of the miles now" 
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John Corkill said the 
move was the latest de- 
velopment in the on-go- 
ing dispute about forests 
in the Murwillumbah 
management area. 

"These overt threats 
are designed to intimi-
date ordinary people 
from supporting our 
democratic non-violent 
defence of high conserva-
tion value forests," said 
Mr Corkill. 

Violence 
He said the union had 

not given anyone an as-
surance they would not 
use violence. 

"The union has made 
a grave error In attempt-
ing to stand over mem-
hers of the community. 

"These threats have 
set back the union move-
ment's environmental 
credentials. 

"The CFMEU ap-
pears Intent on buryIng 
the proud tradition of co-
operation between work-
en and the community to 
protect areas of out-
standing heritage value." 

He said it was now a 
matter for the Industrial 
Relations Court to rule 
whether the union's al-
leged threats of violence 
were unlawful 'Industrial 
action' or Illegal threats 
made by union leaders. 

Mr Corkill said he re-
gretted making the appli-
cation to the Industrial 
Court but he 'could not 
tolerate union 
strong-arm tactics' un-
dermining the public's 
right to non-violent pro-
lest action through 
threats of injury. 

"The Forests of the 
wet sub-(ropics, includ-
ing Mebbin and Wollum-
bin state forests, are in-
ternationally significant 
and are worth defend- 
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Meat exports threatened 

by US hygiene concerns 
- By DAVID PASSEY 

Rural Writer 
Australian abaitoirs are produc-

ing "unaccepiabie levels ofcontam-
mated beer because some fail to 
control hygiene, Inspect meat ade-
quately and lack quality assurance 
procedures, according to the 
United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA). 

The USDA yesterday named 14 
abattoirs deemed to be "unaccept-
able" or "marginally acceptablo!' 
and reiterated it would halt Aus-
tralia's SI billion beef trade unless 
strict meat standards were met. 

in releasing the report of its 
Inspection late last year - the 
details of which were confidential 
until now - the USDA confirmed It 
had found contaminated meat at 
some of the 30 ahattoirs inspected 
and found "large-scale non-compli-
ance" In many. 

The USDA summarised its key 
concerns as: 
• The control of vermin; 
• Inefleclive contamination pre-
ventIon during processing; 
• inadequate meat Inspection; 
• A lack of quality assurance 
progranis. 

The Auspralian Quarantine 
inspection Service said it recogni-
sed the gravity of US sentiment but 
said meat sold here was sate. 

Six abattoirs were rated "unac-
cepiable" and barred from export 
righls to the US. 

These are: Southern Country 
Foods in Wagga Wagga, NSW; 

Rockdale Heel in Vanco, NSW; 
nj Wodonga Meats in Wodonga, Vic-

toria; Ki Expori Abattoir on 
Kangaroo island, South Australia; 
R.J. Ciibertson, Altona North, 
Victoria, and E. C. Green and Sons 
in Harvey, Western Australia, 

Light abattoirs were raied mar-
ginally acceptable. They are: 
Wingham Abattoirs In Wingham, 
NSW; R.J. Cilberison in South 
Crafton, ('15W; Carglil Australia in 
Wagga Wagga, NSW; Portland 
Freezing Works in Portland, Vic-
toria; Castricum Brothers in Dan' 
denong, Victoria; C.and K. O'Con-
nor In Pakenham, Victoria; South 
Australian Meat Corporation In 
Cepps Cross, South Australia; and 
Australian Meal Holdings In Pur-
rawunda, Queensland. 

Ahattoirs contacted either refused 
to comment, describing the issue as 
"too political", or said they were on 
target to meet USDA requirements 
by the deadline of February 8. 

Mr John Carter, who was for 10 
years head of the '45W Meal 
Industry Authority, saId some P45W 
abatloirs had a very high siandard, 
but oihcrs were cause for concern. 

"We have too many abattoirs to 
be economic," he said. "As a 
consequence corners get cut. We 
are the biggest exporter of beef to 
the world so it is vital we drive a 
massive ralionalisatlon of the 
industry or we will be cut out" 

Beef exports are Australia's 
second largest export earner, gen-
erating about $3.2 hillinn a year. 
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On nuclear 

weapoñ' 
*1/SC  

By DON GREENLEES 
THE Minister for Foreign to the commidslon meeting Ir 

Affairs, 	Senator 	Evans, Parliament 	House, 	Senatom 
called yesterday for the crc- Evans 	gtii the group wa 

ation 	of 	a' "new, global "uniquely well-placed" to make 
hIstoriC cont,utn to the goa 

nuclear compact" to build of eliminating nuclear wápons 
the momentum and the p01- He spelt out a complex won 
Itical will for total nuclear agendaforthecommlsslonbasec 
disarmament, on simultaneous and mutuaTh 

The idea of a nuclear accord itinforting Initiatives on fouj 
was mooted as one member qf  levels: in the global arena, amoni 
the Governments Canberra regional organlsatlons, betweer 
Commission on the Elimin- nuclear-weapon States and It 
ation 	of 	Nuclear 	Weapons thç threshold and undeclara 
warned 	urgent 	action 	was nuclear-weapon States. 
required to prevent the world Although 	Senator 	Evani 
drifting Into "nuclear chaos", argued this approach coak 

The Swedish head of the lJnl- advance the goal of a nuclear 
ted Nation's special conmi'sslon free world, he added 	some 
on the elimination of Iraq's weap- thing more is Deeded" to spot 
ons of mass destruction, p,r pg the push for disannarpent. ,f 
Eke us, said the Oanben'a Cam- - 	"Wbat is needed now Is rflU 
mission was meeting against a a new global nuclear compact 
background of 'pathetic ps- he said. "By  this I aieaxi 
Mty" 	by, 	in 	particular, 	the shared global understandlnl 
nuclear States and gavç the - and cothmltment by both tlii 
commission 	the - potentiat 	to nuclear weapon States and thi 
make a significant contribution non-nuclear weapon States U 
to the cause of dlsannaipent - enter, in good faith, into tim 

"We are moving in the direc- separate ,but , related luego 
tthii,bf what I would can nuclear tiatlons ... to fulfil the pronS 
chaos, we are moving in a ,verf thatweslIslllveh!worl4 pe 
dMi*erous 	direction,",; Mr of nuclear weapons  

"Wit 
He described this compact a 

"It is Interesting to 	ho not a formal treaty but a "high 
little has been done £fter the level 	political 	understandln 
end gf the Cold War, there has between 	governmentC - tim 

- been hardly any effort by gov- might ultimately become 
ernments" written declaration. 	- 

In its first meeting over three Senator 	Evans, 	libwvei 
days, the 17-member group of acknowledged that ellmlnatinj 
international eminent persons nuclear weapons would take 
started a debate on the goals of long time, even under the mos 
a blueprint to be handed to the optimistic conditions. 
Federal Government In AugusL Presenting what the Goverr 

The chairman of the commls- ment sees as the key Issues to 
sion, Australia's ambassador to the commission, Senator Evan 
the 	nited Nations, Mr Richard U advocated the developing c 
Bulter, said there was broad lInkages 	between 	nucleai 
agreement 	that 	eliminating weapons-free 	zoner in 	th 
nuclear weapons was an achiev- South Pacific, South-East Ash 
able 	ambition, 	but 	would Latin America and Africa, 
require a new ways of thinldng He also promoted the Ideac 
about 	International 	security a Middle East nuclear-weapor 
and possibly reform of the char- free zone, possibly as part of th 
tar of the UN. regional peace process. 

Earlier, in an opening speech p 	- 
Opinion -- 	ego 1  - 	..... 
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Meat exports threatened 
by US hygiene concerns 

ByDAVIDPA$SEY Rockdale Beef in Yanco, NSW; 
Rural Writer 231i lij 5fll1 Wodonga Meals in Wo 	ga don, Vic- 

Auslraiiaii atinitoirs are produc- tone; 	Xi 	Export 	Abattolr 	on 

ing "unacceptable levels ofcontam- Kangaroo Island, South Australia; 

lnalcd beer because some fall to R.J. 	Gilbentson, 	Altona 	North, 

control hygiene, Inspect meat ode- Victoria, and E.G. Green and Sons 

qiaately and lack quality assurance in Harvey, 	Vestern Australia. 

procedures, 	according 	to 	the Eight abattoirs were rated mar- 
United States Department of Agri- ginallv 	acceptable. 	They 	are: 
culture (USDA). WlngIam Ahattoirs In Wingha, 

mh The USDA yesterday named 14 NSW; 	R.J. Cithenison In Sout 

abattoirs deemed to be "unaccept- Grafton, 145W; Cargill Australia In 

able" or "marginally acceptable" Wagga Wagga, NSW; Portland 

and reiterated It would halt Aus- Freezing Works In Portland, Vic. 

tralia's $I billion beef trade unless tuna; Castnicum Brothers In Dan- 

strict meat standards were met. denong, Victoria; C. and K.O'Con- 

In 	releasing the 	report of its nor in Pakenham, VIctorIa; South 

inspection 	late 	last 	year 	- 	the Australian 	Meat Corporation 	in 

details of which were confidential Cepps Cross, South Australia; and 

unlil now - the USDA confirmed it AustralIan Most Holdings In Pur. 

had found contaminated meat at rawunda, Queensland. 

some of the 30 ahattoirs Inspected Abattoirs contacted either refused 
and found "large.scate non-conlpil. to comment, descflblng the issue as 
alice" in many. "too polItIcal", or said they were on 

The USDA summarIsed its key target to meet USDA requirements 
concerns as: by the deadline of February 8. 

• The conirol of vermin; Mr John Caner, who was for ID • Ineffective 	contanunaliun 	pre- years 	head 	of the 	NSW 	Meat 
ventlon during processing; Industry Authority, said some NSW • Iuiadet1tiale local 	inspection; abattolrs had a very high standard, • A 	lack 	of quality 	assurance but others were cause for concern. 
programs. "We have 100 ninny abaitoirs to 

The 	Aoslralian 	Quarantine be 	economic," 	he 	said. 	"As 	a 
Inspection Service said II recogni. consequence corners get cut. We 
seti the gravity of IJS sentiment but are the biggest exporter of beef 10 
said uteat soul here was safe, the world so It Is vital we drive a 

Six ahattoirs were rated "unac- Iliassive 	ralionalisation 	of 	the 
ceptable" and barred from export Industry or we will be cut out." 
rights to 	tile 	(IS. Beef 	exports 	are 	Australia's 

'I'hese 	are: 	Southern 	Country second largcst export earner, gen- 
Foods in Wagon W'agga, NSW; eraling about $3.2 billion a year. 
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Evans calls 
f or accotd 
on nudear:  
weapons :: 
By DON GREENLEES 	

LL31 I 

THE Minister for Foreign to the commission meeting in 

Affairs, 	Senator 	Evans, Parliament 	House, 	Senator 

called yesterday for the cre- 
Evans argued the group was 

ation 	of 	a 	"new 	global 
"uniquely well-placed" to make a 
historic contribution to the goal 

nuclear compact," to build of eliminating nuclear wSpons 
the momentum and the poi- He spelt out a complex work 
itical will for total nuclear agendaforthecommlssionbased 

disarmament. on simultaneous and mutually 

The Idea of a nuclearuccOrd reinforcing initiatives on four 

was mooted as one member qf levels: in the global arena, among 

the 	Government's 	Canberra '$i0fl51 Organbudlons, bween 
CommIssIon on the 	Ellmin- nuclear-weapon States and In 

atlon 	of 	Nuclear 	Weapons the threshol4 and undeclared  
nuclearweation Stata warned 	urgent 	action 	wm 

required to prevent the world Although 	Senator 	Evans 

drifting Into "nuclear chaos", argued this approach could 

The Swedish head of the Uni- advance the goal of a nuclear: 

ted Nation's specIal commission free world, he added Ysome- 

on the elimination or Iraq's 'I- thing more is needed" to spur 1. 

ons of mass destruction, Mr Roll the push for d1sao-aipet4 

Ekeus, said the Canberra Corn- - 	What is needed now is 
a new global nucieaA'coxpiá mission was meeting against a 

background of 	pathetic pass- he said. - "By. this I, thSn. 

WlLçby, 	In 	particular,. the shared global undèrEta1iinl 

nuc 	States and gave the - and cothmltment by both the 

commission 	the - potential 	to nuclear weapon States and the 
make a significant contribution non-nuclear weapon States (C 

to ine cause of dlsannajpbnti - enter, In good, faith, intoIht 

are moving in the dire& sepatatO .but rrel&ted .wefl 
tqt,ot what I would coil nuclear tiations... to fulfil the proml84 

chaos, we are moving in a yea that we shall live tnwqrl4 f!et 

dâ4jerous 	direction," ,' 	Mr of nuclear weapons 	..r 
Eleus said, 	- 	- He described this comp84 84 

"It Is interesting to.sde hv notafonnaltreatYbutahlthh 
liitlç has been done £fter the leyel 	politicaI 	understandin 
enl of the Cold War, there has between 	governments" 	this 
been hardly any effort by gov- might 	ultimately 1 becorné, 
ernments." written declaratlop_, 	,,,, 

In its first meeting over three Senator - Evans, - 1howevdz 
days, the mi-member group of acknowledged that êllmlnatlni 
InternatIonal - eminent persons nuclear weapons would take i 
started a debate on the goals of long ttme, even under the mnos 
a blueprint to be handed to the optimistic conditions, 
Federal Government In August Presenting what the Govern 

The ctialrman of the commIs- ment sees as the key issues 10 
sion, Australia's ambassador to thecommthslon,SenatorEvan 
tlieunitedNatlons,MrRlchard advocated the developing o 
Bulter, said there was broad lInkages 	between 	nucleat 
agreement 	that 	elIminatIng weapons-free 	zones 	in 	in 
nuclear weapons was an ashley- South Pacific, South-East Ash 
able 	ambition, 	but 	would Latin America and Africa. 
require a new ways of thinking He also promoted the idea o 
about 	International 	security a Middle East nuclear-weapor 
and possibly reform of the char- free zone, possibly as part of th 
ter of the UN. regional peace process. 

Earlier, In an opening speech OpthIcn-- re  it';'-°'" 


